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PREFACE. 







JL HE following hiftory was 
communicated to the tranflator 
in manufcript, with permiffion 
to make what ufe of it he Ihould 
think proper. 

The meeting oF Gomez and 
Eleonora, and their confeqbent 
attachment ; Gomez's perfecu- 
tion by the tribunal of the in- 
quifition; the original and im- 
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meet with a lEavooxablc Teo^>- 
tha. 

The court of liie inqiufiliaii 
was firft introdBoed in Spam 
by Ferdinand, fumamed the 
Catholic, in 147^. The farm 
of the procefs, of this tribunal, 
is infallible in the deflnictiaD 
of whomfbever the mqmhiuTh 
pleafe. 

As the number of perfarj^ 
difperfed over the kiiigdojL ai 
(pies and informenv, arid a?i:jo 
are exempted from tbt juni- 
di6Hon of the tribanfll, ib c^jrr>- 
puted at twenty tbc/uiiirj^] : fr-»d 
as the prifoners are liV! u/n^ 
fronted whh thdr acc;u!ft:rt, 
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meet with a favourable recep- 
tion. 

The court of the inquifition 
was firft introduced in Spain 
by Ferdinand, furnamed iht 
Catholic, in 1478. The f .tt 
of the procefs, of this trirj.::^:^.- 
is infallible in the dei: .'•.:'>.■. - 
of whomfoever the incu': /• 
pleafe. 

As the number o: i^r:-^ • 
difperfed over the \.\^ . 
fpies and informer.. ^ 
are exempted ir-y- • 
di6lion of the Tr;-. . •> 
puted at twen:;. -. 
as the Driior-:-. . 
fronted 



''* - 




iv Preface. 

and any depofition is liifficient 
to criminate them ; as a public 
criminal, a child or a prolli- 
lute are fufficient evidence; 
or as a fon may inform againft 
his father, or as a wife againft 
her hufband ; all mutual con- 
fidence is deftroyed, and gra- 
vity and filence are become 
the charafteriftics of a nation, 
which oilght to poffefs all the 
vivacity natural to fo warm and 
fruitful a climate. ' 

As Spain decreafes in popu^ 
lation, though it increafes in 
the number of its clergy, who 
employ religion in fubfervien- 
cy to defpotic power j^ which 

abets 
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abets their impofture and their 
tyranny, in order to maintain 
its own arbitrary will, we may 
conjeftiire that it will be fome 
time before philofophy can 
enlighten that nation and an- 
nihilate both civil and religious 
tyranny. 



B 3 GO- 



i 



GOMEZ 



AND 



ELEONORA^ 



U NDER the rich climate of Andalu- 
fia, not far from the ftraits where the 
ocean runs with impetuofity into the Me- 
diterranean Sea, there is a litde village 
galled Caftel Fejoj fituated in a vaft cham- 
paign-country, bounded towards the fouth 
by the fea, and towards the eaft by the 
horizon. On the north, bordered by a 
long chain of mount^ns and forefts, which 
run along to the weft, form a lai^ am^ 

B 4 phitheatre. 
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phitheatrc, and prcfent to the eye a delight- 
ful profpeft. Orchards, fields, meadows, 
and vineyards, fcattered here and there, 
fill up the remaining expanfe. At one 
mile fouthwards fi-om the village, an old 
cattle exhibits ftill fome veftiges of its 
former grandeur, fituat^d on the decli- 
vity of a hill, which feems to have been 
cut off from a chain of huge rocks by the 
Guadianai which, after having long wan- 
tonly played in that beautiful fpot> feems 
to quit it with reluftance, and tumbles 
into the fea with regret. The cattle was 
formerly the refidence of an old Spanilh 
nobleman, who had refided thirty years 
in India. 

Don Gomez de Alvarado i;Mis the name 
of the nobleman. Defcended from an 
ancient family, he had inherited, with the 
riches of his ancettors, that pride which 
is the mott dittinguiftied trait of the Spa- 
nitti chara£ler. Ambitious in his youth> 
he had dittinguifhed himfelf in many mi- 
litary 
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litary ^expeditions, and> as ufual, he had 
fpent in the king's fervice the greateft 
part of his fortune, in the vain hope of 
increafing it. At length, after many 
hardfhips and much di&ppointment, he 
retired ftom the buftle of the worlds to 
fpend his old age quietly, in the domain 
of his forefathers, with his wife and two 
in&nt children. His eftate was now 
much reduced, but he had enough to 
lead an independant life, and he was more 
happy in the pofTeflion of a beloved 
woman than he could have been with 
all the riches of PotoIL He pafTed his 
days. in tranquil domeftic happinefs, and 
his family was mcreafed by a third 
child. 

Donna de Alvarado performed all the 
dudes of a mother. Cuftom had not 

ft 

been able to ftifle the imperfcriptible laws 
of nature. As the two firft were nurfed 
on her knee, and fed at her bofom, 
though her health was impaired by a (low 

B 5 wafting 
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^M^ng fever, flic reared her ne^fr-bom 
infant 5 but her tendernefs was the caufe 
c( her death. Don Alvafado wis very 
imuch afFefted when he , fotind hhrifeli 
likely to be deprived of a woman whom 
he adored. He watched her in her ilhcfs 
with the affedtion of a lover, nor ever 
left her for a moment, except wheh weak^ 
hefi overcame the man: he then ^th- 
dre'w to his clofct, and then in filence he 
pined with grief, and motirried in foli- 
tude. 

One afternoon Donna de Alvarado had 
retired into her , apartment to take the 
Jiejiay according to the cuftom 6f fouthern 
countries : her hufbarid went out on bu- 
finels. It was one of thofe fine fummer 
days when all animated nature feems to 
breathe a new exiftence; the ^ir was 
impregnated with the fweeteft perfumes, 
ho cloud obfcured the Iky, the whole 
country looked fmilingly around. The 
beams of the fctting fun Ikirted the hills 

and 
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and tmged the tops of the trees. ALvo^ 
rado was returning home indulging mc^ 
lancholy ideas^ when, following the wind* 
ings of a padi which led to the houfe^ he 
faw his wife in a bower interwoven with 
flowers giving her breaft to her child: 
to him a moving fcene 1 No/ language 
can pamt the expreflion of their meeting 
eyes. An inlenfible tear trickled down 
the mother's cheeks, mixed itfelf with 
her milk, and was imbibed by the infant. 
Alvarado clafped her to his heart, and 
was fpeechlefs : they were all foul ! No 
one had witncfTed the fcene without feel- 
ing internally confcious that happineis 
confiils alone in virtue. 

Shall I follow the progrcfs of a difcafc 
which proved fatal to the moft tender of 
women ? No, I cannot : the pifture of 
diftrefs and the fcene of woe would be 
43iuch too painful : we will draw a dir* 
tsun over them. Their efFcft makes too 
deep an imprelfion on the fufceptible and 

B 6 feeling 
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fecfiog mind. . The worArf modicr dy- 
ing, picficd to her brcaft the innocent 
objc& viiich had haftcncd her cfiflbhmon. 
Even at hb fainh Gomez was Icoui^ged by 
the roi^ hand of nusfixtune. 

Alvarado was left a widower widi two 
foos and one dai^ter. Don Juan, the 
cideft, was now ten years old; Anto* 
inetta not yet fix ; and Gomez, who had 
been bom but a fe;!iUHl0RA!sbelore, paffed 
into the arms of a nurft^^^akaMla^was 
now deprived of all coHfert ; ne learned 
by lad experience jth^wg^c ^kav^ ^'t-^ 
appointed iilr ^jr lio^^ _ "^ 
when we place our h^tfigincfe on lome-* 
thing beyond' ^XM^^s; flereft of Shic 
loved, he gave himfelf up to his fate ; 
deprived of i^ll ^(bcfsty, he ^rifhed his 
melancholy rcflcftions, and found no re- 
lief in his forrow, but by indulging the 
luxury of grief. Sometimes deceived by 
the charms of his imagination, he con- 
templated his daughter's face, and thought 

that 
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that he read there the features of her mo- 
ther : he yielded for a moment to fuch 
an enchanting illufion, but it foon va- 
hifhed, and he remained abforbed in the 
deepeft afHidion. 

The in&nt Gomez had like to have 
followed his mother to the grave, as if in 
that tendtr age he had foreboded the 
faard(hips which he encountered in the 
courfc of his life. Don Juan, whofe 
temper* was extremely violent, already 
difcovercd every .talent neceflary to dif- 
tinguifli him in the line which his &ther 
had follo^.ed with diftindion and honour^ 
though not with fortune's fmilCj and 
whith he intetided him to embrace. He 
would have infured himfelf much greater 
happinefs had he ftruggled in his youth 
againft his impetuofity^ and contended 
with the ftprm of imperious paflfion. The 
lovely Antonietta improved in maiden 
beauty ; and, with the care -of a female 
relation, advanced every mental en- 
dowment, 
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dowmcnt, and acquired every accom- 
pUihment which is an ornament to her 
fex. 

The philofopher would contemplate 
with pleafure many puerile events of the 
age of infancy, which would be tedious to 
the reader, and which the hiftorian muft 
pals over in filence. Alvarado Ipent the 
greateft part of the day with his children : 
his only comfort was to be with them, to 
iiften to their pratde, and to anfwer their 
innocent queftions. In their walks, he 
trdned them to exerci(c> and impregnated 
their breafts with the feeds of fenfibility 
and virtue. He was not a man of litera- 
ture, but he had an advantage which no 
feience can beftowj Alvarado was a fa- 
ther! Six years had now elapfed, em- 
ployed in parental tuition and domcftic 
attention, when he fcnt his eldeft fon to 
join the regiment, which he had formerly 
commanded. Antonietta and Gomez re- 
mained at home with him. 

Every 
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Every attention was paid to the educa- 
tion of the children^ but drawing was 
their greateft delight. Their evenings 
were generally employed in making 
Iketches of whatever they found and no- 
ticed in their walks. They had, in the 
courfe of the morning, found a bird's 
neft, with four young j and the anxiety 
of the parent, in feeding them from its 
bill, ftruck fo forcibly on their imagba- 
tions, that they pictured every litde inci*-* 
dent; the grove of oranges and le-« 
mons, the trees, the arbours, and the 
rivulet; the birds, the neft, and the 
hen. 

Gomez, though younger than his fif- 
fter, fhewed more apprehenfion and a 
better tafte.* Born in one of the moft 

beautiful 



* It may create admiration and doubt to find chiU 
irtn take to ant and fciences with avidity, and purfue 

them 
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beautiful fpots in the world, near the 
Bctis, which has been ever highly cele- 
brated both in ancient and modern poeny j 



them with pleafure and entertainment. But let i^ be 
remembered^ that, under a warm climate^ plants and 
animals arrive foon at maturity. In colder climates, 
they aie more duatoiy and progreflive. In warm 
countries, the fibres of the brain are more irritable^ 
and th^ both receive fooner and retain longer the im* 
preflions of external obje£ls« Should it be neceflary 
to bring particular inftances to juftify the general jre- 
jnark, the writers of the more meridian climates are 
ftriking examples. The early poetry of the fQutherp 
writers is a ftrong proof of maturity of genius $ and 
their veriification at later periods teems with a glow of 
imagery, which is peculiar to theni. The^i^mdus 
Lope de Vega made rv^fes when Mj^lMlul^/rcaricely 
fpeak his own language, and exchanPld them with hit 
play-fellows for ima^s of the Virgin and other faints* 
Ariofto looked, |ii<^ived, like a madman. Many in- 
ftances are on record of TafTo^s and Sanazaro''s fenfibi- 
Jity, which made them fubje6c to fits. The hiftory of 
the greateft men is a hiftory of human weaknefs. We 
do not fufficiently refle6l how much our feelings, and 
the "Combination and appreciation of our ideas, which 
are derived from them, depend on the nature of the 
objeils which early ftrike our fenfes, when they are 
firftcapabk of fufceptibility to be afFe6led by them. 

accuftomed 
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tccuftomed from their moft tender years 
to convcrfc with the beauties of nature ; 
the children had acquired that keen fenfi- 
bility, which is the tcft of true genius, 
and to which the unfolding . of phy fical 
and moral faculdrs gives only more re- 
finement and greater energy. They per- 
formed fcveral mufical pieces before their 
fiithcr. Their uncle conftandy remitted 
to them all the Italian publications from 
Madrid, which Antonietta pradifed, and 
among which fhe fung one with uncom- 
mon cxpreflion. When fhe had done, 
^' Antonietta,*' faid Alvarado, while (he 
flew taJii&:iH5ps, " cultivate that dclight- 
** fill talent df moving and pleafing ; and 
•^ remember that any other is vain and 
" indifferent," added he with a tender 
emotion ; " I repeat only the Icffon your 
** mother endeavoured always to inftil into 
^* you."— -"Papa," anfwered Antonietta, 
" why does mamma's dear remembrance 
" always awaken in you fad ideas. You 
" have told me very often that I looked, 

" like 
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^ Eke her. Wfam I ice foor cfcs fimn- 
'* aing in tears, I feel I do not know 
^ what widun my breaft, which pinches 
^ my heart. For God's &kc, P^P^ he 
^ csdm ! Do not cmbiocr eycry mo- 
'^ ment of your life widi dieie mdancho* 
*' ly refledioDS. If nununa's foul could 

• 

'^ Ipcak to you, it would tell you not to 
^' make yourielf unhappy, but rather ta 
^' wait with comfort the moment that yoa 
^ will again be united to her, never to 
^' part again. Ah, it will come too 
*' foon !"•... A flood of tears hur- 
ried down her cheeks and choaked her 
utterance. 

Thefe infantile and tender upbraidings 
quite unmanned Alvarado. His feelings 
were beyond dcfcriprion. While the 
tears in fecrct ftole down his fiice, his 
diftrcfs became alleviated. Gomez, 
glowing with filial afFcdion, was affe6bed 
by the fcene, and ftied tears from fympa- 
thy. The delightful filcnce which fol- 

lowed 




aOMtZ Al^D BLEOKORA. 19 

lowed vitsA not interrupted till Alvarado 
broke gently from his little girl's foft em- 
bracCj and retired to his apartment. 

In a few days, Gomez and Antonictta 
returned to the grove. Gomez embraced 
his filler's flcndcr (hape with his right 
arm, and fhe leaned negligently her left 
hand on his (boulder. They followed 
the p^th which led to the neft, and ar- 
rived at the place, where it ftill hung on 
the boughs of a pomegranate-tree.— 
«* Ah,'* ejtclaimed Antonictta, " they 
** are gone, they are gone!" — 
« Where ?'* — " I cannot tell ; perhaps 
« here-about in the fields, or on the 
•' top of the mountains, or beyond them 
" perhaps." — " But why did they not 
•* ftay here? We had done them no 
^ harm; we would have given them 
•* food every day ; ' they would have been 
^' here much better than they can be any 
*' where elfe.'^ — " Are their parents 
^ gone with them?" — . «« I do not 

" know. 
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*^ know, indeed j but I believe that they 
" will come back again. They muft like 
the place where they were born better 
than any other. Do you remember 
" what papa has told us very ofteni that 
'^ he liked his native country only fincc 
^' he had travelled ; and that a man muft 
** have feen the world before he can tafte 
" the quiet joys of a folitary life. It is 
*' ^rhapswithbirdsaswithmen."— "O 
" yes, fitter, it is very true." — " When 
*^ you ihall have travelled, you will 
" know it better. That is the reafon 
" why papa alked you the other day at 
** dinner, whether you ftipuld Uke to go 
'* abroad; and was very much plcafed 
** when you told him yes. For my part, 
'* I am very forry with the thought of 
** your leaving me. When you are ab-» 
*^ fcnt from me, I fhall think the time 
«^ very, very long without you j but yoq 
" will not think fo. . While here every 
*^ objeft will .recall fad remembrances tQ 
*' my mind> your's will be conftandy 

" entertained 
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'* cntcrtsuncd with new ideas, and per- 
*' haps you will forget your dear Anto- 
*' nietta." — " No, I Ihall never forget 
" my dear Antonietta. I would rather 
** die than forget her." — " And fo 
*' would I, rather than have an ungrate- 
" ful brother." Their innocence and 
their afFeftions made them look wift- 
fiilly at each other, and they fccmed 
to converfe with their looks more than 
language can exprefs* 

Such was the friendfliip which united 
thefe two lovely children, fuch their con- 
veriation, and fuch were their lively feel- 
ings. The young and tender mind loves 
every thing that is amiable from an un- 
perceived inftruftive impulfe, long before 
the fenfes acquire a confcioufnefs of their 
power. It is 2l faft pretty generally af- 
fented to, that we think more in old age 
than in youth ; and it is equally true that 
we feel much lefs; and thus, by the in- 
fcnfible degrees of an invcrfe progrcflion, 

we 
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we lo(e in feelings as much as we g^in 
in refledion. A wretched alternative ! 

Gomez was now twelve years olcL He 
pofleflcd in a fuperior degree the know^ 
ledge of the two arts, the moft common, 
and generally the leaft known, becaufc 
their firft principles, which muft be 
drawn from nature, are not ftudied j I 
mean, painting and mufic. 

It was the objeft of his father's atten- 
tion to avoid the uftial mode of educa- 
tion, which is too much purfued, of fill- 
ing the heads of children with words, as 
if to check their underftanding, by ma- 
king them believe what they are incapa- 
ble of comprehending. Strengthened 
by conftant bodily exercife, by tempe- 
rance, by the free ufe of his intelledtual 
faculties, he had in him the germ of no 
paflion, of no prejudice; the air. which 
he breathed was not tainted with the poi- 
fonous influence of fuperftirion j and fuch 

was 
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was the happy mixture of the elements 
which formed his temper, fuch was his 
fenfit^ity, from which our happinefs or 
mifcry generally depend, and the har- 
mony which reigned between all the 
parts of his bebg,' that art could fcarce- 
ly be reckoned to have added any thing 
to the gifb with which nature had en- 
dowed him. 

Don Alvarado found in his children 
that prop which is fo neceflary to reft 
age on in the decline of life. But an un- 
expected event opened the wound, which 
had hardly cloicd> fince his feparation from 
the partner of his heart : he received news 
of the death of his eldeft fon. 

This young man, who was of the 
moft inflammable complexion, had fallen 
in love with the wife of one of his friends, 
and was not able to ftruggle againft the 
domineering influence of the deceiving 
paflion. He had languilhed fix months 

in 
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In all the agony of love, when an unfor- 
tunate event was the forerunfier of his 
fate. He was invited to dine at his 
friend's ; he Iwd not power nor inclina- 
iion to refofe the invitation 5 he went I — 
He faw the woman whom he adored, 
and forgot for a moment the name of 
virtue, the principles of honour, the du- 
ties of friendfhip, and the laws of fo- 
ciety. Yet fometimes, while he im- 
bibed the maddening draughts of beauty, 
the idea of betraying his friend came 
acrofe him, and made him a prey to the 
moft exquifite tortures. Unhappy young 
man! what were your fenfations when, 
you beheld the loved countenance, and 
where were the ties of friendfhip, when 
thofc eyes, which fhot their foft contagion 
to your foul, told you, in pity told you, 
they perceived your affeftions, that flie 
was not infenfible to them. A (hort 
delirium feized him, — he trembled, — 
contrary paffions urged his retreat, yet 
love prompted him forward. 

After 
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After dinner they went to the play. 
Don Juan fat in filent admiration of die 
beauty of the woman who pofieflcd his 
afFeftions. The play ended, " Juan/' 
faid his friend, " you will fee my wife 
^' home ; I will join you in a (hort dmej 
<^ as^I wi(h to fintlb a conver(adon that I 
^^ am now engaged in/' On hearing 
this^ Juan was much agitated. He an- 
fwered^a few incoherent fyllabies,. handed 
the lady to her carriage, and placed him« 
felf at her fidr. The, filence that enfued 
was now and then broken by their fighs. 
On a fudden, Don Juan ibuted up ; 
deipair was in his deportment and dif- 
tra&ion in his afpeft. He threw himfelf 
at her feet in the attitude of a. fuppliant ; 
he^clafped her knees with his face lifted 
to hers; he implored pity, pardon, and 
forgivenefs ; feized her hand ; bade her 
adieu ; prcffed her to his heart ; — and 
killed himfelf. — Don Alvarado was not 
made acquainted with any of thefe cir- 

Vol. r. C cumftanccs. 
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cuiriftances. The letter which he re- 
ceived informed him, that Don Juan had 
been taken away fuddenly by a bad fever, 
without giving him any farther detail of 
his difeafe. 

This difmal news produced a great 
change in Gomez's occupations. Now 
deftincd to fupply his brother's place, he 
left the foft arts of mufic and painting iii 
order to give himfelf up to the more fc* 
rious ftudy of hiftory and mathematics. 
His father, who had now but him left to 
keep up the family name and honour, re- 
doubled his attention in^ the care of his e- 

« 

ducadon, aj^ experienced a pieafure in the 
new duties which he impofed on himfelf; 
a relief to his forrows, by leaving no mo- 
ments unemployed, which othcrwife would 
have been fpent in the melancholy, though 
unavailing, refledion of his misfortunes. 
He had from great experience attained 
a thorough knowledge of the world, and 
that knowledge that he had of it was 

founded 
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founded on fads, which> by analogy, he 
wifely preferred in every fciencc to vain 
and futile theories. Gomez could not 
have had ai better tutor. 

He Had now gone through a regular 
courfe of ftudy, when his uncle wrote 
word that he fhould come to Caftel Vefi 
in a few days to take his nephew with 
him to Cadiz, whence he intended to 
embark for Italy. The juvenile ideas of 
Gomez were now all on float, and his 
imagination fwam m delight. Sleep* 
ing or waking, Italy was his only thought i 
his imaginadon teemed with pleafure on 
the thou^t that he fhould walk fhortly 
on claffic ground, while he contemplated' 
all that ancient or modern art had ac- v 
complifhed and brought to perfeftion. 
Gomez had no reft, he was fo intoxicated 
with hope s and, though he doated on his 
&ther and fitter, whom to leave was only 
bitter^ to him, yet all his anxiety on that 

C a fubjedl 
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fubjcft was overbalanced by his wifli to 
go abroad. 

, f 

The day of Alvarado's brother's arri- 
val approached : Gomez fpent almoft his 
whole time with his filler. In this fincndly 
intercourfe, their overflowing hearts dcpo- 
fited in each other's boibm the abundance 
of their feelings, and indulged the free 
impulfe of their mutual afFedtion. Some- 
times Antohietta was obliged to comfort 
the manly Gomez, and he, in his turn, 
dried the tears of the an^iable Antoniet* 
ta, his lovely filler. . .They frequently 
remained fpeechlefs in the artns of 
each other, and Antonietta was always 
much afFefted. " Brother," faid fhc, 
" I fliall foon lofe you, I Ihall not fee 
" you any more : while you are travcl- 
^* ling round the world; I am compelled 
** to remain here. Cruel neccflity 1 why 
^* were we formed of the fame clay? 
" why were we animated with the fame 
** Ipirit to live far from one another ? I 

" ihould 
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'* Ihould wi(h no other happrncfs than 
** that which had attended the days of 
** our childhood. Ah ! now I am to be 
pitied, when every objeft will recall 
you to my memory ; while you, per- 
haps . . • ." her litde heart was fo full 
Ihc could utter no morej her tears re- 
lieved her. — Let prudes or biggots be 
alarmed in reading of the afFeftions of in- 
fents of different fexes, or that they (hould 
(hew the natural propcnfity of their fond 
hearts : an infight into fdhie ^milies af- 
fords them all the iatisfaftion that their ma- 
lice can wifh for* Thefe memoirs are ad- 
drefled to^thofe whofe lenfibility can ap- 
preciate the value of the mild and gene- 
rous mind, while the objeA is not a being 
,of indifference. Pure air has an intiniate 
affinity with fire, it adheres to it in- 
vincibly, mixes with it, and produces 
wonders. 

In the evening of the day on which 
Alvarado expected his brother, he went 

C 3 into 
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into his daughter's room. He perceived 
her face was much altered, her eyes Were 
fwoUen and red, and fliewed fhe had been 
crying, and her whole countenance be- 
trayed her fccret forrow: a piece of 
work laid on her lap. Alvarado looked 
at it, and admired both the defign and 
execution : it was a pair of ruffles which 
flie defigncd for her brother, before his 
departure : Ihe had reprefentcd, with ex- 
.quifice (kill, a cottage, a tree, two birds> 
and a butterfly which was fluttering about 
fcrnie flowers, and the whole was both 
defigned and executed with an elegance 
of tafl^ and a fupcriority of judgement 
which marked the accompliflied An** 
tonietta. Her book lay open on the 
table before her : Alvarado took it up, 
and found the foltowing fentencc fub-- 
linea^ted with her pencil. To efpero m 
lof fiadofos cielos que algun Dia bot de 
reducir a voftego mi dejafoftego. — "I 
" hope that the all-merciful God will 
<< calm the pangs of my heart." He 

perceived 
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perceived the page was wet; he looked 
at his daughter, who turned away her 
ilreaming eyes and went to the window 
to hide her confufion. 

It was a beaurifijl evening ; the fctting 
fun projeded his golden beams over the 
whole horizon; a perfumed atmofpherc 
invited them to walk, while the pure 
thin air difpofed the heart to the fweeteft 
fenfarions. " Look, papa," faid An- 
toiiietta, *with an afTumed gaiety, while 
fhe railed the blinds, ^' what charming 
<^ weather ! (hall we go and take a walk 
<* to the top of the hiU ? it is not likely 
*« that there will be any ftorm.*' Alva- 
rado fmiled on his litde darling girl ; (he 
took hold of hid hand, kiflled it, and 
they went out. 

As they palTed by Gomez' apartments, 
they went in and found him colouring 
fome drawings* There were fcveral views 
which he had. taken near the houfe, and 

C 4 which 
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which he intended to hang in his fifter^s 
room privately before his journey, l^oiled 
partly of his intent^ and difappointed in 
his expedation of the furprifc it would 
have created, he was much difpleaied to 
have been broken in upon; he would 
not permit either his fether or filler to 
look at them ; and, after many litde al- 
tercations, they went out together hand 
in hand to the hilL 

While they walked, Alvarado admired 
the promifed beauty, as yet in the bud, 
of his daughter, but more the progreffive 
unfolding of her moral qualifications* In 
the midft of this reverie, his ion came into 
his mind and railed in him thoughts of a 
diflferent nature, though not lefs pleafing 
nor lefs engaging. He thought him die 
prop of his old age and the heir of his 
name. His enterprifing, bold, and man* 
ly condudk formed a contraft with the ti^ 
mid modefty, the unconfdom look, of his 
fiften An impetuofity and impatience 

appeared 
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appeared in all his words and adions, his 
language was not quick enough for die 
hurry of his ideas, his generous mind 
beamed in his looks s a dignity was in 
his countenance, and an elegance in his 
gefture. Alvarado was proud of his 
children, and would have been happy if 
he could have recalled his paifed days. 

Arrived at the top of the hill, the moft 
folemn fcene unfolded icfclf to their ra- 
viftied eyes. The immenfe expanfe of 
the ocean feemed to blend itfelf with 
the azured horizon ; the atmofphcre was 
impregnated with the fweeteft perfumes ; 
every thing, above, around, and beneath 
them> feemed to breathe enchantment to 
their ravilhed fenfes. 

After they had remained a few mo- 
ments in a kind of filent ecftafy, which 
was a much greater degree of homage 
to the Divinity, looking through his 
works ujp to nature's God, than the 
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coarfe incenfe which is burned on his 
altars, "Dear children," fakl Alvarado» 
takmg the han^ of his children, who 
were ftanding at his fide, " you fee an 
.** abridged pifture of the whole uni* 
'* verk, of the tnoft ftriking, of the 
" moft wonderful, of the mod fublime, 
*' works of pature. What man has at- 
tempted, as an addition, demonftrates' 
his pride, his prefumption, and his 
*^ weaknefs. How moving is the fcene 
" before us ! How it traverfes the heart ! 
*^ It feems to. fay, that the moft ftu- 
'* pendous fabrics are tranfient. Thofe 
" rocks, which bar the Guadiana River, 
*^ raifed formerly *. (heir heads ' to the 
**' clouds : you perceive ftill, on the fide 
" of yonder mountiuns, the imprefiion 
" which the fca has made upon them, 
" when it covered that barren ground 
" which now lies between it and them. 
-** Thefe fields, which but three months 
"ago were covered with verdure, are 
^' now covered with a golden harveft: 

" the 
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** the fun, the great fourcc of life and 
" light, who a few hours fince rode fu- 
** blime over our heads, is now fcarccly 
^' perceptible on the farthcft verge of the 
<< horizon, and leaves this world to dark- 
neis. Dear comforts of my declining 
years, it is not long fince you lifped 
in Altering. accents the fyllables of yt)ur 
** father's name, when with flow uncer- 
tain fteps you tottered to his arms to 
receive his careflcs, or climbing his 
knees, or hanging at your mother's 

breafl: I>ift rafting thought !" — 

Why do you make yourfclf fo unhap- 
py by this fad Remembrance?** inter- 
rupted Antonietta, when flie faw the 
tears in his eyes, -r- " Do not attempt to 
*^ deprive me, my dear child, of one of 
^* the fwecteft illufions which can make 
*^ life'fupportable to me. You are the 
5* image of her who merited all my af- 
*' feftion. You know the relief I feel 
** in giving way to my feeling$'; and, 
*^ whenever in my arms, it is with diffi^ 

C 6 " culty 
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*^ culcy I reftrain myfelf $ my heart feeb 
*^ much, my Antonietta, and I have in- 
^< finite relief m ^ving vent to this luxu- 
<^ ry of woe : nor am I infenfibk to your 
'< delicate fenfadons $ when I preis you to 
•/ me, I feel your tender heart beat a- 
<' gainft my brea^, and then I (eem to 
^^ have got rid of a load that feemed to 
" hang over me. Alas! it is this: — 
" the moment that your mother . ^ • . 
«* her laft words fpoke of you, and re- 
«* commended you to my prote&ioh; 
^' She could bequeath nothing more dear 
** to me, no ftrongcr tye on me, no 
^' greater injunftion. My children ! were 
" her laft words. — Amiable woman ! 
" every thing that was exemplary, every 
^* virtuous action, was the motive of her 
*' conduft. — An unexampled wife, — 
*' A fond mother. — Gomez, fhc fe4 
" you at her bofom. — It was, perhaps^ 
*' that generous effort that was the caufe 
** of her diffolution : though in a weak 
^« and languiihing ftate> (he could not be 

prevailed 
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*^ prevsukd to part with you. Hardly 
** recovered from a violent fit of illnefs, 
" which had deprived her at times of her 
** fenfes> * Where is my fon ?' fhc iaid, 
^' with a low and feeble voice which could 
** fcarcely be underftood ; * Give me my 
^^ child:' and when fhe perceived that 
^' the afliflance of a nurle had been 
^^ deemed neceilary> the tears fell from 
** her pale fece, which were fo many 
<' daggers to my diftraAed heart. The 
'^ next night fhe flarted from her fkep 
" and called for her child. You were 
<< brought to heo as a refuial in the con« 
^^ dition fhe was might have increafed her 
'< complaint. What followed was not 
** difficult to have prognofticated : fhe 
" fummoned up all her ftrength to em- 
^' brac^ her boy^ who grappled his bufy 
*^ litde hands with avidity around her, 
^^ till he' was placed at her breaft She 
^ appeared better, a gleam of pleafure 
** feemed to enliven her countenance: 
*^ but it was but for a moment : while 

«' you> 
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" you, Gomez, drew life from her, the 
^' fame caufe certably haftened her dif« 
*' folution : — flic would not part widi 
^^her infant, and died holding you 
^' in her arms." Gomez condemned 

himfelf a3 the caufe, was overcome by 
the narrative, and burft intxx tears. An- 
t€inictta's emotion was hardly lefs zSc&* 
ing. When they had indulged fome time 
the irrefiftible impulie of nature and of 
filial afFeftion, ^^ My dear children," faid 
Alvarado, *^ come, dry your eyes, your 
^^ tears are difpkafing , to me, though 
f * they are the proof of th^ moft refined 
" fenfibilityj foft as the foflering dews 
" of the fpring, my lovely little ones! 
^* They are the filcnt expreffion of every 
^^ tendernefe.* Thank God! who eri- 

" dowed 



• It is ftill a problem among moralifts, whether fen- 
fibility is not a baneful gift of nature. Like learning, 
whoever has a little wifhes to get more, and no one who 
pofTeiles^ feniibility to its greateft degree would difpenfe 
with oncatom of vrhut he ahready poflefTes. We are hap- 
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'^ dewed you wkh fuch fenfible hearts. 
'^ It is this diitingi^lhed mark that cha- 
^^ raAerizes man from the brute creation. 
" Gomez," continued he, *^ you arc 
^' loon to launch out on the great ocean 
" of the world : beware of your fcnfi- 
bility, beware of your franknefs ; like 
predous eilences, they muft be ufed 
with the greateft care and moderadon. 
But wc mull return to receive your 
^^ uncle : nobody is more fit than he to 
lead you through the mazes of focial 
life. Yet, after all the knowledge and 
** theoretic experience you may be made 
** acquainted with, you will only be con- 
'* vinced ultimately by your own expe- 
^' rience and refledion. In feeing and 



py or miferable in proportion to the manner that exte- 
*nor obje£^8 ftrike our Crnks ^ and that our ideas are in 
harmony or diflbnance with them. This reflection re- 
calls to ray mind two verfes of Danti, which are highly 
appofite. 

Quanto la cofa c piu perfetta^ 

Pxu fcDti 11 benc; e cofi U doglianza. 
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^^ dealing with mankind, you will kam 
<^ how to becoine a man. • . . My dear 
^^ girl/' turning to Anconietta, who fift- 
cned to her father with the utaioft accen- 
tionj '^ you have no need to be made 
^' acqu^nted with all thefe trifles, you 
'^ will know enough : do but continue to 
'* be as you are. — ^ You will flay with 
*« me. -r You will not leave me^ Anto« 
<^ nietta. — No ; you will endeavour to 
" help me to fupport your brother's ab- 
'* fence, and will censdnly add vigour to 
" my evanefcent years." 

In returning home, Alvarado made 
many wife reflections on the wonders 
of nature, on the fuccefllve unfdding 
and xeprodudlion of plants and animals, 
on the variety and caufe of colours with 
which the world is embelliflied, Ofv the 
fun's influence over the whofe cr^tion, 
on the general fyftem of the unlverfe. 
Every word conveyed to his children's 

minds the charms of the fweetcft perfua- 

fion* 



GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 4I 

fion. All nature fcemcd to have taken 
another face; for, their eyes acquired a 
new optic. A plant, an infcft, now 
drew their attention ; and they admired 
the fmalleft and moft minute produftiorls 
of the all- wife Creator equally with thofe 
of the utmoft magnitude, 

Gomez, ^hile he confidered this con- 
verfation, looked for the fined flowera> 
with which the whole country was ena« 
inelfed, in order to examine them with 
attention, and as copies to draw from* 
He found a chryfalis : he thought at firft 
that it was a jewel, and was much fur- 
prifed when his father told him it 
ifiras an infeft, which waited, till the air 
had evaporated which duck it to the 
ground, to leave its outer coat, and Ihine 
with foaring wings over the f^ce of the 
earth. " How wonderful!" faid Go- 
mez. ^' Nature feems wonderful in all 
** her works : thus, in her conftant, but 
** imperceptible, courfc> Ihc forms, with 
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^' a few elements, tbofe objedb which 
'^ attraft molt our admiradon. This in- 
^^ fed is like a man, who, after having 
^' long lived in retirement, appears in 
** the world, where, like a flower too, 
*^ he breathes &agrance, by dealing out 
his learning, and foars, like the inied, 
through the whole extent of the um- 
verfe, widi the wings of his ge- 
'' nius/' 

He was going on his mixed meta- 
phorical fimilies, ieemingly above his 
yearS) when their attention was direfbed 
to fome cries that feemed to proceed 
from diftrcfe. They liftcned: the noiic 
continued. Gomez flew like a bird to 
the place whence it proceeded; his Ei- 
ther and fitter followed him* A wretch* 
cd fpcftacle! a boy, ftretched on the 
bank of the river, was rending the air 
with his cries, and begging afliftance for 
his filler who was drowned. Gomez 
perceived a part of her drefs floating 

on 
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bn the fur^ce, plunged into the water, 
and dragged her^ apparendy lifelefs^ to 
the ihore. When Alvarado and Anto- 
nietta arrived^ he was attempting to bring 
her to her fcnfc^. They helped Gomez 
to carry her to the nearefl houie^ where 
{he was laid iounediately in warm afhes> 
and recovered without farther afiift- 
ance* 

It was dark when they returned home. 
A carriage, at that time of the evening, 
kd Alvarado to conjeAure that his bro- 
ther had arrived. The caufe of their 
4JeteDdon was a fufficient apology for 
Alvarado not being at home to receive 
him. Gomez heard with anxiety the 
eulo^um which his uncle made . of his 
courage and his humanity. They ieated 
thcmfelves to fupper. 

The cloth was not removed before a 
Servant brought word, that fome coun- 
tryn[ien defired to be admitted. They 

were 
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wrrc let in. This was a deputadon . of 
the (bur moft refpcAable old men of the 
village, who came to compliment and 
thank their lord in a very fenGble Ipeech^ 
which one of them delivered. There 
were no (hidied expreflions; all was 
plain, and came from die heart. When 
he had finifhcd, four young girls prdbit- 
ed themfelves, with bafkets of flowers 
and fttiit They laid the fhnt on the 
table, and prefented a nofirgay to every 
one* The youngcft gave one toAlvft- 
rado, and the moft handlbme to Anto- 
iuecta« One of the oki men began to 
exprefe his gratitude to Gomez for ha- 
ving iaved die life of Ids grand-dau^<- 
ter, but the modefty of Gomez flunnik 
irom the panegyric, and prevented lum 
goii^on* 

This was a Happy raght. Alvarado 
appeoHN! nnpikd that his vafl^b had 
er«(rtactd no latvour from him ^ and de- 
ckicd at the lame dmc chat he had in* 

tended 
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tended tx) have granted any thing diey 
fhould have aiked. But the old man 
told AlvaradOj that all the &vour that 
they meant to a(k> was not from their 
lord> but from heaven; to where they 
lifted their hands and hearts every day, 
and prayed to God to prolong his days, 
and to prelerve his fon. 

In the mean dme, Antonietta left die 
iXK)m for a few moments, and returned 
with g variety of fmall prefents, which 
file dropped into the bafkets of the fe^ 
veral young wom^n. Alvar^do's bro- 
ther could hardly believe to the contrary, 
but that fuch an entertainment had been 
pi;€vioufly meditated for his arrival. The 
fad is, that the country-people had in- 
tended thus to pay their homage to their 
lord, and had taken that opportunity. 
They went away quite happy. Alvara- 
do's brother afked bis nephew if he was 
not delighted with the thought of going 
to Italy; and, on his anfwering in the 

affirmative^ 
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afErmadve, he faid he purpofed fetdng 
off on the day after die morrow. The 
two young people were much furprifed 
widi die intendcm of dieir uncle to depart 
fo fuddenly ; but Alvarado^ who was ao* 
quainted with the impatience and reftiefs^ 
temper of his brother; took c^re to make 
fuch general objedions only, that could 
not pofTibly difpleafe him. 

The next day, Antonietta was very 
low and melancholy ; and'at dinner every 
one read in her countenance the (ad op^ 
preflion that fat fo heavy at her heart. 
In the evening, her uncle defired her to 
favour him with fomething at the harpfi-^ 
chord J to accompany hcrfelf ; but fhe 
could not fing. She tried a prelude, but 
imagined her fingers could not move as 
ufual, and that they were unwilling to 
exprefs afieftions which were at diflb* 
nance with thofe within. At length fhe 
began a krgo, but with fo fullen and 
lugubre an expreffion that her uncle foon 

prevented 
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[ prevented her proceeding. She plajtd 
, an air lefs dull; die accent of her grief 

■I 

breadied dirough every note, and fighed 

I in every paufe. Gomez, who fat in a 

comer of the room, and bbferved her 

reflefted image in a lookmg-glafs, felt 

every emodon, and fympathized in all 

her diftrefs. He took his pencil from 

his pocket, and made a fketch of her 

! lovely perfon in this interefting dear mo* 

' ment* 

" Cotntf Gome2," faid his uncle, 
" and ling a duct with your lifter/' 
They fung that famous compofmon of 
Cimarofa, which is perhaps the mafter« 
[Hece of the Italian ftage : 



Ne* giorni tuoi felici, 
Ricordati di me, &c. 



If expreflfion is alone capable of pro* 
ducing any effedt in a mufical perform* 
ance, this was executed with the utmoft 
perfediom Their feelings were in fuch 

•xquifite 
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cxqutfite unifon mth the wordsj and the 
mufic fo happily adapted to them^ that 
Alvando and his brother were both melt* 
ed into tears. They had no fooner fi- 
niflied than they felt its powerful cBe& 
with redoubled force. They looked 
fondly on each other; and their eyes, 
like the limpid ftreara which reflefb the 
landfcape, told each other the reciprocal 
emotion^ of their hearts- 
Gomez had a reftlefs night. His I 
dreams painted in glowing colours on his 
imagination the mimic fcenes of tus 
childifh amufements. He remembered 
in his &ncy all the innocent entertain- 
ments which had at firft opened his fenfes 
to the irrefiftible charm of pleafing (enfa- 
donsj and which were now loft for ever ; 
gone; to give place to ftudies^ which^ 
though ufefol to the underftanding, are 
not eflentially neceflary to happineis. In 
his waking meditations^ he juftly ap- 
preciated the advantages that were to be 

derived 
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fixmi foreign travel; but hb 
heart was not pcrfuaded though hii 
reaibn was convinced. He fenfibly fek 
what he had to lofe in quitting his na« 
dve country^ and could not fo far efti* 
mate the acquifmons he had to make in 
the world. The giving way to thefc 
ideas^ and the thought of quitting thofe 
whom he fo much loved> was an uncom^ 
mon fource of uneafmefs to him. 

For the firft time in his Ufe, the 
dawn of day was painful to him. He 
role and went to his fifter's apartments. 
Sleepy diat nurfe of nature^ that balm 
to hurt mindsi had fled her couch -, nor 
had Ihe dofed her eyes, which were 
drowned m tears. No reft, all night 
long, had fteeped her ienfes in forgetful-^ 
nefs ; but the hated departure rode over 
her weary mind. He defired leave to be 
admitted. She ftarted from her reverie, 
ftretched out her arms to receive him, 
and prefled lum fi>ndly to her hearts 

Voir. I. D Moments 
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Moments of rapture^ you can only be 
fek! 

The l^fe of tinat was unpcrccivcd hy 
our two young friends, till the breakfafU 
bcU hurried them down flairs. Their • 
forrow increafed. They yielded a neu)**' 
xncnt to the powerful eflFed of their fen- 
fibility. Their hearts difburdencd them^ 
felves through their eyes, and they dc*? 
fcended to the brcakfaft-room, where 
their uncle and father expefted thenv. 

Alvarado obferved his children's for- 
dfow, which fpoke in all their features? 
but it Mcas fb laudable a weakneis, that ho 
did not attempt to reprefe it, but let it 
Cake vent. On the whole, he was pro- 
bably pleaicd with it: it fhewed fuch a 
proof of mutual afftdlion ; how high they 
fiood in each other's opinion. 

oephcw nor his inece^ but ate his break--. 

■ -1 • 
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(aft With an appetite^ and complained 
that nobody kept him company. Gome^ 
did his bcft to fecm to eat> and endea« 
voured to fmooth hb countenance^ and 
to look as cheerful as poffible^ till the 
noife of the arrival of the carriage an- 
nounced his departure> and at die (ame 
time quite unmanned him. His fitter's 
diftrefs was extreme : the tears ran from 
her eyes moft pitifully. Gomez looked 
wildly round him -, firft at his father, and 
then at his lifter ; and a thoufand difmal 
ideas preyed upon his imagination. He 
embraced his father for the laft timcj 
who, in fpite of all the ftoicifm which he 
fufnmoned, ftied a tear on hi? farewel, 
and Gomez followed his uncle to the 
coach. 

We will not follow him through hia 
journey : fuch a tafk, though not unen- 
tcrtaining to a novelift, would be te- 
dious to an hiftorian. In general, he 
was much difappdinted in what he faw > 

D a and 
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and the moil ftriking objeds did not an^ 
fwer his expc£lauon« His young imagi- 
fiadon being previously warmed by the 
models of arc, he was by no means gra- 
dfied at Cadiz or at Naples. Unex- 
perienced in the knowledge of mankind, 
and yet young in years, he was not able 
to calculate the effc6ts of induftry and 
government. In thofe two trading-towns, 
his ideas were not adequate to caufe re- 
fledions on arts, manufactures, and the 
cauf^s of the wealth of nations. He look- 
ed only for the fineft pieces of fculpture, 
ardiite£lure, and paindng: and, thougt> 
furprifed, yet, as he thought for himfel^ 
he thought he faw many originals that 
were beneath the copies : their beauties 
having been fucceffively extolled, and 
their de&fts totally unconfidered and ne- 
{^eded. In the courfe of dme, he found, 
that his obiervadons were in general true^ 
and that he had frequent opportunides qf 
applying thblaft obfervadon to men. 
At Naplesj Florence, and Rome, he (aw. 

and 



eOMlZ AND ELEOKORA, fj 

mnd converfed with the mod &mous ar- 
tifts^ and the mod celebrated men in all 
the different branches of fcience. He 
"was convinced, too, thai among, the ar- 
tifts, and alio among thofe who were en* 
trufted with the management of the pub- 
lic affairs, though highly &med, that 
there were many that did not pofiefs the 
merit afcribed^ to them : and, while he 
admired their felf-fufficiency^ he lament- 
ed the want of true difcernnxent in their 
admirers^ 

At Rome, he made it hk pardcolar 
objeft to make acquaintance with that 
clafs of people called clerici, becaufe 
they wear the habit, and have the ton- 
fure, of clergy ; men, in order to flatter 
the prejudices of their country, and in 
order to procure lucrative fituations, va- 
rious benefices, and finecure places under 
the government. Though thus habited, 
they are not in orders. They are feldom 
or never ordained till they rife to fome 

D 3 fituadon 
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fituadon of eminence. It was among 
this clals of the people diat he found men 
of the greatcft merit. This part of the 
nation belongs certainly to the middle 
clafs, which in mod countries is com- 
monly the befl-. This clafs of men at 
Rome is not numerous. There arc aUb, 
among thofe of an independant fortune^ 
very many, and indeed the greater part, 
who devote themfelves to the ftudy of 
the belles lettres, and other philofophical 
purfuits. Out of the way of being af- 
fedted by ftate intrigue, or ftimulated by 
ambidon, they form among themfelves 
fmall focieties, which perfcftly rcfemble 
the meeting of the philofophers of Greece^ 
In the comparifon between the modem 
Italians and the ancient Romans, he was 
much ftruck by the fimilitude i but go- 
vernment, militating on the principles and 
tempers, produces efFefts totally diffimi- 
lar to the manners and charafters of tht. 
ancient Romans. 

After 
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, After having been left by his unck to 
/purfue his ftudies in the contemplation of 
the ancient monuments, while he read 
over again its hiftorians and other wri* 
ters, and to read modern Rome in its 
relics of fuperftition and the then man- 
ners of its inhabitants, he was defired to 
pieet his imde again at Florence : and^ 
to indulge him in his wifhes, they went 
to Marfeilles by land, paffing through 
Leghorn, Genoa, Nice, and Touloq. 

On lus arrival at Marfeilles, he wa* 
ftruck by the activity of its inhabitants f 
and he foon perceived how very di&rcnt 
their charaftcr was from the Spaniards 
and Italians, Though their natural ve- 
hemencc and impetuofity were checkoi 
by the fevered laws, he had frequent op.- 
portunities of noticing, in many indivi^ 
duals, inftances of intrepidity and cou- 
rage, that proved their charafter was hard^ 
ly degenerated fince the time it is men- 

D 4 tioned 
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doned in hiftory that they were attacked 
by Caeiar. He paid particular attentio% 
TiktmCcj to that part of our fpecies which 
is fo interefting, but fo much negle£led> 
and confequendy fo litde known even to 
moralifts. He loved to fee women enr. 
joying a freedom of Intercourie^ which 
contributes fo much to their improve- 
ment s and, by this eafy reciprocity of 
communication between them and the 
male fcx, their minds acquire an energy, 
and they become almoft perfeft, when 
they join a manly underftanding to the 
female charader; while the natural rough* 
Acis of the man is foftened by female de* 
licacy, and the mildneis of diipofition 
peculiar to women, the fexfual difieren* 
ces are fo meliorated, fo blended and ex- 
changed, that they each take new quali- 
ties, which they did not before pbfTcls; 
like gold, which grows more valuable by 
being combbed with other mineral lub- 
ftances, and to which it has an affinity- 
Hence a refinement of tafte, and the 

multiplied 
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multiplied delicacies which form the 
fweeteft charms of focial life. 

Our young traveller, whofc imagina- 
tion was now warmed by a long contem- 
pladon of the mafter-pieces of the inge- 
nious and liberal arts, and bpiog in* a 
country which was and is celebmtA fi>r 
its gallantry, while aftoniihed at the in* 
ftances that came within his obfervauon^ 
he could not help being pleafed with its 
manners. He was of too fanguine a 
conftitutionv and gifted with fo much 
fcnfibilityi to be indifferent to the power 
of beauty, when fct off with all the moft 
fedudlive and evincing allurements. Go* 
mez, who had never frequented bad 
company, was timid and abaihed before 
(he (ex. He did not pofTefs that bold- 
ncfs, which is but too frequently vifible 
among young men, and is the true cha- 
ra6terillic of a depraved immoral con- 
duct,, of a contracted intimacy with that 
part of the kx, whofe unfortunate con- 

D 5 duft 
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dudb draws ruin on themiclves and others. 
In Italy, an unfortunate attachment would 
have been his ruin. A finglc ftep, made 
in the path of vice, would have ruined 
his healthy morals^ and principles. His 
reaibn over-ruled his pafTion, whidi had 
bought him to the edge of the pteci- 
pee. An unknown caufe of anxiety pre- 
vented him from having any reft, and was 
the firft fymptom of paffion which fer- 
mented his blood, though it attached it- 
felf to no objeft. He could not have 
lived long in this fituation, thus fufFering 
defires and wifhes, which his reafon and 
good fcnfc controlled ; if his uncle, 
whofe affairs called him to Spain, had 
not taken him home to his native coun- 
try. They went by fea to Barcelona, 
through the rich dukedom of Catalogna, 
and a part of the kingdom of Caftiglia. 

It was Don Alvarado's intendon thac 
his fon fhould make fome - ftay in that 
town, in order to complete his educadon, 

before 
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before he entered into the army. How 
ftrong and prevalent are national prejudi- 
ces, even in the moft enlightened minds 1 
What improvement can young people 
make, artills excepted, in large towns 
that they may not acquire out of them. 
It is in large towns, that they contraft 
every fpecies of vice and corruption, af- 
ter having loft their innocence. It is in 
large towns where idlcnefs* breeds, in the 
unpradifed breaft, all the germs of thoie 
multifarious paiHons which' fo frequently 
play the tragical fcenes on the theatre of 
the worl^, Alvarado did not forefcc the 
dangers to which his Ton was expofed« 
It was here that his fon gave way to the 
impulfe of natural afiedbions, that he gave 
way to the moft amiable weaknefs of hu-« 
man nature. Here beauty touched his 



♦ It may not be improper to obferve, that the wori 

idle comes from the German word ^M^ which ineant 

^mkf^ idienefs appearing both to be its etymology 

and ittt moft diftinguiflied attribute, — the prerogative! 

and the cfTence of nobility. 

D 6 heart. 
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hearty which before only fldrtcd Ws eyes, 
and beamed on his imaguiacion» If Al- 
varado had forcfeen die dangers to which 
his fon vras cxpofcd, he would hdsva . . 
curfed the moment that he became a fe- 
ther. But futurity is wifely concealed 
beyond the reach of huttisai penetradon. 

« 

Gomez was in the morn of virility^ 
that happy rime of life, when reafon is 
obfcured by the warmth of imaginarions 
when the.oi^ns, by giving perfeftion "to^ 
the body, indicate the want of new en- 
joyments j where the warm fancy feeks 
to realize the chimeras which it indulges; 
and when the mind is elevated to carefi 
and cherifti the objeft of its illufion, dll 
it foftcrs it into a fecond reality. He was 
naturally endowed with a keen fenfibility, 
which had been improved by educadon. 
He found himfelf^ like a hero of chival«- 
ry, in an enchanted palace, where a ma- 
gic fcene fhewed him the image of hap« 
{Hneis, and vanifhed into air when be 

ftretched 
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:hed out his^ hand tx> grafp it; Al- 
difappomted in hb warmed wifhes>. 
/as always duped; and- experience- 
ibfervation were both* of fitde iervice 
im I for, he was ever likely to be 
d again. The world, in which he* 
, was fo different from the ideal pic« 
which he had made of ic in his owa 
I: by altering all the colours, it 
d have come nearer to the rcprefen^ 
1 of truth* 

is uncle returned to America, after 
ig introduced him to many of his 
ds ; to whofc care and attendon he 
•ecommendcd him. But the moft of 
{ were but dull companions for a: 
g man : old foldicrs, who were con— 
Uy entertaining him with their old. 
ntures, and boafting of all their bat- 
their guns^ their drums, and their 
ids. Old ladies, whofe glalTes fo 
red them, that they could not be 
laded but they were (till blooming* 

ia. 
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in youth and beauty; and vfho, with 
the appearance of virtue, had led a life 
of depravity. For, fuch is the frailty of 
human nature, that we (till love the iha- 
dow of things, when we can no kHiger 
enjoy the reality. 

Gomez rejeded all thefe focieties with 
dil'guft and averfion. Nothing could be 
more adapted to depnkve the underiland- 
ing, narrow the heart, and make him the 
flave of folly and vice. 

He frequently vifited the botanic gar- 
den, there to obferve and compare the 
productions of the remoteft climes; their 
forms, their characters, and their reQ)ec- 
tive qualities. An unexhau{lU>le fi)urce 
of knowledge! Gomez, though natu* 
rally pcnfive, was one evening more dian 
ufually io ; and, while he felt a fecret ap- 
guiih, which he had never felt before, 
his experience was of no &rvice ix> hsm 
in 'his endeavours to afcertain the caufe of 

it. 
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it. He was invited by a numerous party 
to accompany them to the Prado. There 
were difplayed all that was lovely^ all 
that was beautiful, in the fweeteft forms 
of the divined women^ fo naturally and 
To eafily dreflfed, that they feemed as if 
art could give nothing more to their per- 
fons. They looked goddefles » but, as a 
blefiing to man, they were earthly bom. 
Gomez faw them with trouble and anxie- 
ty, but they carried no pleafure to his 
fcnfe. He grew weary of his ftudy. In 
the midft of fociety he was alone j for, 
his mind at length accounted for his ien- 
iations ; he felt the defires to be concen* 
trcd in die wi(h of having fociety in one, 
a miftrefs of his heart. It was no longer 
an Antonietta that he wilhedj a fitter 
was too near and too remote. His me- 
lancholy difpofition favoured his religious 
duties, and he went frequendy to church 
to Gompofe and unburdien his mind be- 
fore his Maker. He prayed devoudy to 
-be relieved from the caufe of bis agita- 
tion^ 
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tion^ or that the Divine Will might be 
fo difpofed as to take him from this load 
of life. Ih the midft o£ thefe melan- 
choly ejaculations^ he raifed his eyes to 
the altar, and perceived; a woman offer- 
ing her adorations to the Creator with a. 
fervent and animated devodon. He look- 
ed, and was undone ; his heart knocked 
at his ribs. The indcfcribablc exprcflion 
of her attitude, the eW^nce of a Gre* 
cian form, her beautiful arms croflcd. over, 
her breaft, and a face fpeaking fervency^ 
raifed fuch emotion in Gomez that he 
fcemed rivettcd to the fpot: where he 
ftood. Thus motionlefs, he feemed at. 
hft to coUea his loft fenfc. « Where 

• 

** am I?: and who are you ?^* laid he to 
himielf; '^ thou epitome of all that is. 
** divine. Henceforth Gomez is no 
". more himfelf. Thanks be to God ! 
" he has found out an objeft for his 
" paffion. Yes ; to thee, and thee a- 
^ lone, thou dear objeft and aim of all ^ 
^ my wiihcs. Yes, it is you and you - 

«' alone. 
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^ alone, that fhall concentrate them in 
** your bofom." This was his language 
to the objeft to whom he almoft fwore 
eternsd conftancy, till her devotion being 
ended> and the prefence of her duenna 
indicated her departure from his ra-^ 
Ti&ed eyes, 

Gomez renaained in , filent contempla«^ 
tion i for, he faw ho: ftiU ; dU^ roufed from 
his reverie, ** Where is (he ?" he ejacu- 
lated, loud enough to be heard by the 
people that were every where around 
him. " She is gonel (he is gonel" 
When he recovered from his frenzy, he 
repented not to have followed her. He 
hated himfelf for his ftupidity, blamed 
his. misfortune, and was glad that he. 
was thus unhappy; for, he thought he 
(|eferved to be lb. Inftead of being ea-^ 
fy, . recalling hi3 long-loft calm, he exci^ 
ted there new feniations to that breaft: 
liiat long bad known no reft. From this 
ffiomentj, &rewel peace to the wretched, 

Gomez !i 
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Gomez! Farewd all good! fbr^ bt 
had hardly one faint gleam of hope to 
make him fupport his anxiety. He re« 
turned home, and gave way to all the 
toriTiencs of a frantic paffion. The day 
was irkfome to him s the night alone was 
the only moment to which his mind was 
congenial. The only time that he had 
wrought his foul to. Ah ! ye, who 6n- 
cy ye have known diftrefs, and who 
have not felt the pangs of hopelefs love, 
how much ye are to be pitied I All 
other ills are light and trivial to thar 
mifery I 

Gomez, before the dhurch was opeo* 
ed, walked in the dcHftcrs tfarou^ 
which (lie had paflrd, as* on enchanted 
groimd. He fcemed to think that the 
pavement frit her tread, and that die flagi' 
had retdinevi the impreffion of her fiiot. 

On the opening of the doors, he h«r- 
tlcvl to the r^x^t where (he had kndt^ 

threw 
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threw himfelf on the ftonr, and glued 
his lips to it with madnefs. He (cated 
Jiimfclf in her place, placed himfelf in 
the lame attitude, fixed his hand on the 
arm of the chair which (he had touched, 
and then kiffed it with wild emotion ; till 
at length many penitents came and prof« 
trated themfelves at the altar, and he 
grew compofed. Their devotion was 
directed to another object, but it was 
not more pure or agreeable to the Divi* 
nity. It drew near to the time that the 
lady made her appearance the day be- 
fore. He grew anxious and impadent. 
A thoufand ideas haraffcd him, *^ No/* 
faid he, ** Ihe will not come to-day.'* 
Andj -diough not yet time, he blamed 
her dday, and calculated like a lover, 
who are generally unjuft in their accounts* 
Af length (be made her approach, with 
cveiy unaffefted and winning grace. 
Her 'look drew attention, while flic 
feemed difordered at the very look Qie 
drew. Diaring the whole mafs, wliile 

flic 
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fhe Icemed ek-vaced beyond, all ccm] 
rary and woi!fll]y concerns, incei 
ker thoughts with the faints in^ heavei|i| 
Gomez fat in filent contemplation^ 
his eyes rivettcd to her. Mafs 
ended, fhe moved flowly down the ufk^^ 
attended by her duenna.. He. feemed to 
breathe more eafily., The air (eetoedi 
impregnated with the mod delicim 
perfumes,, and which he feeined. to Of 
hale as fhe pafTed. 

• 

** Aura fpira da^Yoi9 die mi ricrea,. 
<' £ mi conforUi.pur che m'auvieine/** 

Gomez, followed her at a difboce^ 
tin* he faw her reach her carriage. He- 
followed it till he^ flw her alight,., and thr 
correlponding liveries of the fervants an* 
nounced to him that fhe lived there, aq^ 
he returned home in the higheft fpirits^. \ 



There is a natural lympathy zpd' an- 
Qpathy in mankind that, makes us like 

and. 
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and diflike particular objects on their 
firft appearance j and there exifts in par- 
ticular people a fecret attraftion which 
creates a mutual pafiion from almoft the- 
firft moment that their eyes come in 
conta£t with each other. Gomez had 
not yet fpoken to the woman he adored ; 
but fuch was the nature of his feelings 
diat he did not doubt a return of affec- 
tion. One flight and tranfient glance 
that he had obferved, when flie once ca- 
fually direfted her eyes to where he fat^ 
was liifficient to raife every fweet idea 
and every expeAation to his enamoured 
heart.' 

He was regularly at church, where he 
fat in all attention, looking till he gazed 
away his meaning. He feemed at lafl: 
€0 obtain attention, or rather obfervation, 
firom his ieeming rudeneis, which he na^ 
turaUy miftook, and from his miftake 
he grew prefumptuous. He became 

fretful from the indulgence of his frandc 

paflTion, 



J. 
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forrow and vexation. 

he pifturcd her before hit 

awake fhe was always pr< 

gination. He 'began to s 

felf on thefe fcnfarions, ( 

love, and in love unreali 

« us try," faid he, « t 

" delirium, or all my pa 

" irid application, all n 

" pefts of diftinftion, w 

" loft. Come, let me ai 

" and conquer diis paffic 

« that fliould cxift only x 

" for, in fociety, it makes 

" I will be again myfelf j 

" public amufemcfit, an 

" fliall roufe my fpirits fro 
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He ordered a horle, and ftt off at fix 
a^dock in die morning to vifit the Ef- 
cmbl^ but he paid no attendon to what 
he law. ' In the evening he went to a 
new opera that was given at the Italian 
theatre^ ami die maftcr- piece of the cele- 
brated lomeUi i but he was inienfible to 
its beaudes. Before the fecond a6t was 
fioillied, he left the houlej and returned 
home a prey ftill to^ thofe thoughts 
which he wilhed to exclude. At laft 
he ifeteroiined to make the objeft of his 
pafiion acquainted with his fituation« to 
afk an^ entreat fome anfwer to his de- 
claration, and either to raife his hopes to 
futiye poffcffion or clofe them in flat de- 
ipair. t He wrote her the following let- 
ter: — " From the moment I firft fai/^ 
** you,. I believe I may date my ruin. 
^ Forgive this declaration, and forgive 
« all the incoherence that you cannot 
'* but obferve in my writing. My peace 
«^ and flufcry arc both in your power, 

^* my 



jaiijvii^s 111 my veins 
" thoufand contending t 
** thou foul of love \ tbin 
« me : thofe eyes have ii 
" feftion whicb will dri^ 
** with paflSon, to my i 
*' ever darling unconfciou 
" place one in thought, 
" protcfted paffionj and, 
•' an atom of fcnfibility, t 
'^ heart is difcngagcd, and I; 
" bleft you: or that you t 
^» and then the fum of al 
** Give me frorp yourfelf 
ftrengthf n cxpeftation or ; 
all my hopes. — Tell m< 
you, tcU me. — Give m^ 
I may ihapc my fortune 
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•* rate of your love, — yes, — ftall be 
^* my laft. By that power that gave me 
" fcnfc and being, I will reft from fate 
^^ my folly's chaftifement, and this hand 
^^ Ihall end me. Ah! forgive thb de- 
^' vout impiety, thefe ejaculations* of a 
'' madman, and accufe thy beauteous 
" felf. — Yet, ah ! no : look but in pi- 
" ty, look on me, and meditate fome 
" confolation for him, who, from thofe 
^* eyes, which beam with the fweeteft 
" luftre, has been ftruck fo to the heart, 
" that the fcnfations there are paft de- 
^^ fcription, no language can compafs 
^* them. — The fcnfation I experience 
'* I ima^ne to be moft (imilar to a 
" poifonous aconite, which, when it had 
** reached the heart, fhould poffefs the 
" property of prolonging exiftence, that 
" the torture might be the more ex- 
** quifite." — This was the letter that he 
penned, and had intended to have fent 
to the innocent caufe of all his diftrac- 
don ; when the fame motive, that caufcd 
Vol. L E him 
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liim to write it, made him dcftroy it. 
He tore it in pieces, yet his heart was 
relieved from the weight with which 
it was opprcffed. On reflcdting on what 
he had written, he condenvned himfelf 
highly; he doubted of its truth, and 
at laft accufed himfelf of pofitivc felfc- 
hqod. Yet his heart was only the dupe 
of his imagination. He was perfectly 
perfuaded that letter-writing bordered 
too nearly on premeditated feduftionj 
he therefore rejeded it on that modve. 
'^ How fhould it ever reach the pure 
*' and heartfelt fenfations that glow in 
" my bread ?" He was induced to write 
from the impreffion of the pra<Elice made 
ufe of in thofe Portugefe and French no- 
vels, which generally tend to deceive 
the credulous, by^ a jargon not diffimilar 
to that which priefts and nurfes ufe in 
our early years; and hence the caufe 
of fuperftition and prejudice, which grows 
with our growth, and ftrengthens with 
our ftrength, 

• Gomez, 
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Gomez^ whofe polar ftar was honour, 
was highly pleafcd with his determina- 
tion ^ hb mind was at eafe, his fleep 
was leis perturbed, and his limbs loft 
their languor. He rofc more than u- 
fually invigorated, and longed for the 
moment of vifiting the objedt of his 
adoration. His look befpoke the calm 
within ; his ufual fweetnefs was feated on 
his countenance. Gomez was not hand- 
fome, but his face was highly expreffive, 
which conftantly bore the impreffion of 
his mind, and which it was impofTible 
for him to conceal. His look was ex- 
tremely fweet, his voice harmonious, 
and, when he fpoke, his language 
forced conviftion, for it came from the 
heart. 

He was refolved to ipeak to this myf- 
terious enchantrefs the very firft time he 
fhould fee her. He dreffed himfelf ele- 
gantly, ordered his carriage, rode half 

E 2 an 
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an hour on the Prado, and, going through 
the Calk de Atocbay when he conjc£burcd 
that it was about the time that ihe ufually 
made her appearance, he went to the 
church. Her coach was at the gate, 
fhe had arrived before him. A con- 
fufcd fentiment of hope and fear di- 
vided his breaft. He ordered his car- 
riage to draw up, and alighted. — Go- 
mez was all in trepidation. — He had 
fcarcely obferved her whom he fou^, 
when, by an involuntary emotion, he 
proftrated himfclf in the fame attitude 
in which fhe was: he looked at her 
and admired her at a diflance. Mafs 
being finilhed, he drew flowly towards 
her, not unperceived by her duenna, 
who looked and fmiled as fenfible of his 
attention, and fcemed not difpleafed with 
it. Gomez was too fenfible not to ob- 
ferve that he drew her attention, and 
concealed his embarraffment, by fixing 
his eyes on a pifliure of Domenichino 
which ornamented the altar. He drew 

nearer 
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nearer to the lady, and in a manner 
infenfibly i 

** Come al lume farfalla ei ^ rivolfe.** 

As (he role, flie dropped her glove, 
ivhich was immediately lifted by the hap- 
py GomeZj who, on delivering it, faw 
a confufion in her countenance. He 
trembled through his whole frame, and 
* withdrew without faying a fmgle fylk- 
bk. By the time Ihe was out of the 
church, he fummed up refoludon fujfEcient 
to follow and addrefs her, and this was 
his converfadon. " Forgive me, ma- 
^^ dam^ for thus addrefling you; but» 
** knowing my intentions are honourable, 
*' I am hurried on by — by love or 
'^ madnels to a declaration that my peace 
" or mifery are in your power. — You 
** are already at your carriage," He 
bowed, and retired while Ihe got into 
her carriage. When featcd, he bowed 
with the utmoft relpeft. Gomez re- 

E 3 marked 
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marked the moft delicate fuflfufion rife 
on her countenance, and loved her for 
her filence. He ordered his carriage to 
follow hers, and took one longing look 
when fhe alighted. Eleonora (for, that 
was the Chriftian name of the young 
lady) was fifteen years old ; her chaftc 
heart had not yet felt the infidious light 
of love : but thofe fenfations, familiar to 
women of a certain age, began to create 
wifhes which fhe could not form any 
diftindt notion of; yet, the want of which, 
probably, created uneafinefs. Eleonora 
was handfome : her fkin was remarkably 
fair, her eyes dark and large, her teeth 
regular and white, and her lips not fmall, 
but red ; her perfon fmall, and rather 
ihort ; her fenfibDity exquifite. No young 
man could have feen Eleonora without 
admiration, and no one could have known 
her without loving her, 

Gomez adored her without cither 
knowing her name, her education, her 

friei\^8> 
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friends, her family, or conne6tions. As 
for her fortune, he never gave it a 
thought; it would never have been an 
unrelenting foe to the impaflioned Go- 
mez : his fortune was placed in her 
fmik, his wifli only extended to create 
a mutual feeling in the heart of Eleonora, 
and he would compafs the world when 
he embraced her zone. The moft dif- 
ficult ftep was made; and, though not 
vain^ he began to lofe his timidity, to 
truft the reft to time and his own feel- 
ings. It was not long before another 
wiflied for opportunity prefented itfclf. 
He &W the darling of his heart conftandy 
at church ; but neither the time, nor the 
place^ were favourable to the execution of 
his purpofe, "• 

Among the many acquaintances he 
had m'ade at Madrid, there was a Portu« 
gefe gendeman from Brazil who was 
particularly inrimate with his uncle. This 
gentleman had a numerous acquaintance 

E 4 with 
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with the firft families in Madrid^ had a 
thorough knowledge of the world, and 
was a man of great fortune. Gomez now 
\ began to cultivate his acquaintance, as 
the means of being introduced to the 
much-loved Eleonora: he thought that 
Major Ferras (for, that was the name of 
the gentleman) could be of ufe to him. 
The next morning he paid him a viiits 
and, after the ufual compUments had 
pafied, after the news of the day, thc^' 
difcourfed on a variety of futge&s* Ma^^ 
jor Ferras told his young friend that he 
owed his character more to a fi^rfidal 
knowledge of a variety of fubje^ dian td 
any one pardcular iludy ; for, thofe l^i^r 
talents are more readily obvious, mote 
eafily adapted tp converfation : " and I 
" have obferved," added he, *' that a 
man molt commonly ranks in fociety 
in proportion to his abilities, or ra- 
ther powers of converfation. A man, 
" for inftance, poffefling an eafy man- 
•' ncr, a genteel addrefs, with a know^ 
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^ ledge of the modem European lan-^ 
guages^ and a very finall (hare of 
knowledge, with a (till fmaller pau- 
dty of ideas, will be generally ad- 
'^ micted, nay, courted, in fociety ; while 
^' the fcholar is forgotten and ncgledted. 
•* I intend," faid he, " to introduce 
you into a houfe, where you will be 
certainly received with every at- 
" tention, to a woman of the firft fa- 
*' ihion in Madrid; whofe houfe is the 
" rendezvous, not alone of literary men, 
*' but people of the Brft fafhion ; and 
^ from among thefe fhe has made one 
particular party, a chofen few, Gomez^ 
who are eminendy pkafant. This 
is one of her days ; you are not en- 
" gaged i I dine there, and will carry 
" you/' Gomez went home to drefs, 
and returned at four to Major Ferras: 
they fct off for Donna Floriza's. Gomez 
was introduced an^ received with the 
fweetcft cordiality, owing to the intro- 
duftion of Major Ferras. " I have fo 

E 5 •« much 
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f much confidence in Ferras's introduc- 
" tion/' fhe faid, " that I am delighted 
" when he adds one to my coterie." 
With the freedom and cafy manners of 
the woman of fafhion, (he defired Gomez 
to feat himfelf by her on the fopha : he 
bowed, and obeyed. During dinner he 
fpoke but feldom, but with fo much mo- 
defty and judgement, that he prepof- 
leffed the whole party in his favour. 
He was fometimes abfcnt, and his at- 
tention was fometimes loft even to Don»- 
na Floriza, though he was feated at her 
fide. His fpirits and attention were giveol 
to a diftant objeft. In thele dinner-par- 
tics they fat at table longer than ufual r 
theJadics almoft as long as the men. 

On the arrival of Donna Floriza's 
friends in the evening, they went into 
another apartment. The convcrfation 
was at one time fo animated, and their 
attention diredted to fome bee-hives that 
were on a new conftruction, and which 

had 
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bad juft arrived from England, in which 
the bees could be feen at work, that 
Gomez alone obferved two ladies who 
came in without being announced. He 
bowed : they feated themfelves ^ing 
him. He had obferved an elegance in 
the youngefl to which no one could be 
infenfible ; but her veil, which ihe had 
not yet lifted, prevented him from feeing 
her fece. When (he arofe to look at 
the hives, (he raifed her veil; and how 
great, how agreeably, was Gomez fur- 
prized, how elated he felt, when he 
perceived it was the objeft of his affec* 
tions. it was Eleonora ! A mift fcemed 
to pais Gomez* eyes; he grew giddy^ 
and ibme moments had elapfed before 
he recovered himfelf. At length, in or* 
der not to be remarked, he direfted, 
feemingly, his attention to fome other 
dfage£b« He alked Major Ferras fome 
indifFcrent queftions, and, among the 
reft, who the two ladies were who ar* 
rived laft. " It is Donnj^ Ffori^aV 

E 6 " niece 
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mez to be one of the bell bred men m 
Spain: while Eleonora recolledted him^ 
nor were his manners loft to her ob- 
fcrvation* 

Eleonora now began to be fubducd- 
by feelings that made every moment 
unpleafant in the abfence of Gomez. 
When fhe withdrew to her room, fhe , 
threw herfelf into her chair, leaned her armb 
oj) the elbow of it, and placed her head 
on her hand in a moft piteous mannerl 
She fighed, and (he conld not tell why,. 
But,^ when the key of love is touched, 
it indicates the anguifti of the heart, and 
it gives momentary relief. Her face was^ 
ibon bathed in tears. She palled part of 
die night in the fame fituation, a prey 
to her own melancholy imaginations^ ttll, 
roufcd by fome mufic, (he rofc, threw 
open the window, and, amidft the moft' 
' voluptuous accords, (he heard the name 
of Eleonora. She could not doubl of 
die ferenade being intended for her, and- 
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that it was dircfted by the amiable Go- 
mez, whofe image had never been ab- 
fent from her from the moment that he 
had firft fpoken to her, and which now 
fcemed realized by the feather in his hat, 
which Eleonora thought was his. He was 
wrapt in a red cloak, with a guitar in hisc 
hand:. The melancholy and fad mood 
of the fufceptible Eleonora was fuited to 
the occafion. The warm climate, and 
the thin light air, conveyed every fweeft 
note to her enraptured bolbm. The mo- 
ment that ftie had fliut the window, Go- 
mez flopped. Eleonora went to bed; 
and, though her heart leaped with joy> 
Ihc was v^orn by her pafllon and attention 
to the mufic> and with thefe appliances 
fhe had the fwecteO; repofe. 

Gomez> elated with his ferenade, for 
he had fcen his Eleonora, had no thought 
of taking reft j his fpirits were more re- 
frettied than if he had juft lifen, and. he 
hated the thought of fteeping his fcnfes 

in 
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in forgctfulncfs. He went home, lat 
down at his harpfichord, and compofed 
many fanciful nodturnos and romances; 
the ideas of fome of which he followed 
at another moment and finilhed, and prc- 
lenced them to his Elconora. His geniusi 
his feelings, his whole foul, had never been . 
fo elevated as they were that night. Sen- 
timents are readily raifcd in folitude ; the 
ideas of a lover arc wide and unbounded. 
He fcemed to have the rod of empire with- 
in his grafp ; or, if it had been, he was in 
a mood to defpife and rejcft it. O how 
proudly he thought, with what energy he 
glowed, while he paced the room in a- 
gitated rapture, calling on his Eleonor^ ! 
** Yes, yes, my darhng, my fweet Eleo- 
" nora! my child of fcnfibility ! you 
^* muft and ihall be mine. To be with- 
<< out you fhall be death, and to live 
** thus from you is dying. Yes, my 
^^ Elconora, all other fociety is irkfome, 
*' every place infipid ; and, to me, the 
^^ beauties of the world feem all ugly 

« and 
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id deformed obje£ls/' Indulged ia 
t ideas, and between writing, read- 

and his own foliloquies, he paiTed 
night. The dawn appeared, and he 
fed the day on which he hoped again 
ee Eleonora. He felt fo refre{hcd» 

he lefc the houfe to breathe the pure 
)f the country. Such is the influence 
he mind on the body. He wandered 
tigh the country, indulging the fweet- 
thoughts. When he had bathed, he 
(k&fted in a beautiful pavilion near 
Delkias: returned home, attempted 
read, and read the fame page over 

over again, without xznderftanding 
fyllable of what it meant : meditated 
lis mufxcal compofitions of the night 
)re, and dreffed for dinner. Major 
ras was there; he complimented 
friend on his tafte, and alked him to 
It party or ball he was going to in the 
tiing that » he was fo clegandy dreffed. 
nez was prevented from giving an 

ver by the entrance of the fervant to 

announce 
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announce Scniora Vclafques de Caftra. 
Gomez turned his head to the door, and 
he perceived the woman that his heart 
adored. His blood ran cold through his 
whole frame. The emotion of Eleonora 
was not left than that of Gomez, but it 
was concealed by her veil. After having 
faliited Fcrras and Gomez, (he went 
to her aunt, and fat down by her on the 
fopha. Gomez watched every motion, 
and wifhed from his heart that fhe would 
take up her veil, which caufed an eclipfc 
between him and his fun of beauty. He 
hardly dared, to look too pointedly at 
her, for fear of offending her, and hurting 
her delicacy. But his heart parleyed, and 
would have fpoken words that burn, while 
he himfelf flood penfive and loft. Had 
Eleonora known the delicate fentiments 
of the fond Gomez, fhe would have 
deigned to have given him one look of 
compafTion. « Yes," faid he, " ftill 
^J keep thofe eyes to yourfelf, forbear 
" to let them wander; thofe dear, dar« 

" ling 
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" ling orbits, that beam of the mind ; 
'* for, Ihould they meet mine, I think I 
'' Ihould fwoon at your feet." 

The fervant came to announce that 
dinner was on the table. 

They fat down four, to table: and, 
though Gomez' mind was all adlivity, 
he had loft his colour and his appetite. 
He was much changed in his perfon ; he 
had become thin. There was every 
diing to excite and gratify the appetite, 
but Gomez could fcarcely eat. 

The dinner ended, and the ufual rou- 
tine of wine, coffee, and liqueur, being 
gone through, they arofe and went into 
:hc faloon. Donna Floriza turned over 
I vaft quantity of Italian, French, and 
Glcrman mufic j at laft (he defu-ed Eleo- 
lora to fit down to the harpfichord, if (he 
nras difpofed. Eleonora, who was a per^ 
e£t miftrefs of mufic> obeyed; and, as 

fhe 
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flic touched the accords, poor Gomez' 
heart leaped in unifon> •* How is your 
" voice ?'' faid her aunt : " can you fing?" *^ 
Eleonora faid flie fliould try, and fung 
the air from the Olimpiade, which begins 
Se cercaje dicey £s?^. Eleonora, from her 
infancy, had been taught to fing by an 
excellent Italian mafter. Her ftyle was in- 
nocent and affeding ; her graces had no- 
thing of art, from the eafy manner in which 
flie executed them. The foul, the aii- 
33iadon, that feemed to breathe in eve-* 
ry note, ^ve the highefl: idea of her 
feeling. When flie canoe to Vomica 
dove? pangendo parli, flie took pofief- 
fion of the foul of every auditor; by Ac 
fond hope, the dear expcftation, cxprclicd 
in the firft words ; and the final dcipair^ 
the fiat difappointment^ in the laft; 
which were given with the fwcetcft in- 
tonation, and with the moft tender and 
touching exprefiion. It was impofQble 
io refifl: the efFcdt. Major Fcrras (bed 
tears, and Gomez was deeply afFcftcd,. 

Donna 
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Donna Floriza, who played and fung 
m with great tafte, ran through a compofi- 
don which had been dedicated and fent 
to her in the courfe of the morning, 
Gomez was then aflced by Major Ferras 
to play, but he had been too much af- 
fected ,.to attempt any thing. His feel- 
ings had been fo much moved, that^ 
though he was delighted beyond what he 
had ever experienced, as the efFeft was 
beyond common bounds, he could not ut- 
ter a fyllable in commendation of her, in 
whom were concentrated all his deareft 
hopes. He replied, in a faultering voice, he 
hoped to be able to gratify Major Ferras 
at fome future opportunity. Eleonora 
looked, and fcenied as if fhe wilhed to 
hear him, and was not infcnfible to his 
embarraffment " Which mufic do you 
•* prefer. Signer Alvarado." — " The 
'* Italian, beyond a doubt," replied Go- 
mez to the timid Eleonora. " If I may 
** be allowed to argue from the prac- 

" rice, the efFefts produced, and which 
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*' I yet feel, may be eftimatcd as the 
*' trueft tcft of its merit. You, ma- 
** dam, I am affured, tjjjuik with me, or^ 
" it would be nearl/ impoffible to put fo 
" much foul in a language and in mufic, 
*^ which the performer ftiould think un- 
appropriate to the paffion. The Ita- 
lian language is fo eminendy fwcet in 
*' itfelf, that the cantilena of the natives, 
^' particularly the Romans, in common 
*^ difcourfe, is almofl: mufic It is fo 
•^ foft, fo melodious, and more accen- 
" tuated than any other language. Thefe 
^^ qualities are peculiarly important to vo- 
" cal mufic. It is foft, from its articu- 
'* lation's being uncompounded, from 
*^ the infrequency of clafliing confonants, 
" and from every word in the language 
*' being terminated by a vowel. It is 
*^ fonorous, from moft of its vowels 
** being open i its diphdiongs uncom- 
" pounded, from having no nafal vowels, - 
" and from its ardculations being few 
" and eafy, which render the found of 

" each 
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" each neat and full. It is melodious, 

»" from its own native fwectnefs, which 
'' renders it vocal even in declamation 
" and common fpeech, without the af- 
*' fiflance of mufical notes. But the 
" particular happinefs of the Italian lan- 
guage, and what makes it io pecu- 
liarly melliRuous, as well as more a- 
dapted to the exprcflion of fcntiment, 
** than any other, is the great compafs 
** and variety of its tones, and the choice 
" it allows in painting the paflions." — 
*' I think, that that dialeft which has 
** the grcatcft number of vowels is the 
" bcft fitted to vocal purpofes,** faid 
Eleonorai ^^ and fureJy the Italian has 
" the moft and is the fweeteft." Gomez 
liftened to every word with delight, 
while his eyes ran over her with wiftful 
modefty. This converfation may proba- 
bly give fome faint idea of the topics of 
difcuflion ; and the bed' mufical compo- 
fitions was the refource when converfation 
drooped or became lefs animated. 

It 
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It grew late, when the duenna arrived j 
with Donna Ifidora de Caftro, mother of 
Eleonora. Gomez was introduced to 
her. Donna de Floriza faid to him, 
Signor de Alvarado, as you have now 
recovered from the pitiable (late that 
'* you were lately in, from the efiefts of 
my niece's Gnging, will you favour me 
by fitting down to the harpfichord?" — 
"Certainly, madam," faid Gomez, " I 
'' will attempt to give you two or three 
*' verles of a little French air, which I 
" endeavoured to turn into Italian. You 
*• fhall hear both, and then you will tell 
'* me if I have rendered the original 
feithfuUy. Tell me if you like the 
fimplicity of the air." Gomez lat 
down and accompanied himfelf to thefe 
words : 

Que le jour me dure, 

PaHe loin de toi, 
Toute la nature 

N'eft plus rien pour moi. 

De 
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Le plat Ycrd bocage, 
Quand tu n'y viens pas, 
w Eft un lieu fauvage 

Pour moi fans appas* 

Helas I ii je pafTe 

Un jour ikns te voir^ 
Je cherche la trace 

Dans noon defefpoir. 

Quand je Tai perdue, 

Je refte a pleurer, 
Mon ame eperdue 

Eft prec d^expirer. 

When he had finifhcd. Donna Floriza 
laid the fimplicity of the air was highly 
appropriated to the unaffcftcd cafy ele- 
gance of the words. " Let 'us now hear 
*' it in your Italian imitauon." — " This 
" is it.'* — " But repeat the words firft, 
" that I may perfedly underftand them/' 
Gomez firft repeated, and then fung, the 
following imitation : 

II di quanto dura, 

Lontano da ti ; 
Non e la natura, 

Piu nlente per me. 

F L*amcna 
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L'amena felvetta, 
Se tu ne iei fuor. 

Me piu non diletta, 
Si vcfte d'orror. 

Se lungi un fol giomo» 
Da te rae ne Ao, 

Smaniofo d^intorno, 
Cercando ti vo« 

La fpeme tradita, 
lo refto a plorar> 

£ Talma fuiarrita, 
£ preflb a fpirar** 



mm 



* Imitated. 

How tedious it the daj. 
When abfent I'm from thecy 

Nature, ferene and gay. 
Has nought to pleafure me. 

When abfent I'm from thee. 
Nor grove^ nor flow'ry field, 

Nought fure can give delight, 
.Or any pleafure yield. 

If but a moment's fpace 
I'm diftant from my dear. 

Her fancy 'd path- 1 tr|u:e, 
And think each day a year. 

I feel, when hope's betray'd, 
When check'd is all deftre, 

My heart ft ill loves the maid. 
Though ready to expire. 



Donna 
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Donna Floriza faid> (he thought the 
Italian admirable ; it gave the full forcd 
of the French, and had the addidonal 
advantage of the foftnefs of the language 
to recommend ic. Eleonora faid (hef 
thought it elegant; and Ferras rallied 
Gomez on his love-fong at fo early a pe- 
riod of life. •• You (hall be our Spanilh 
" Petrarca. You beat him. Pctrarca 
** fell in love at two-and-twenty, and 
" you are not feventcen. But you muft 
" tell me the name of your Laura." 
But the bluihes of Eleonora foon ^ifco- 
vered her, and Ferras turned the con- 
verlarion. In the courfe of the evening, 
before they had retired, Ferras invited 
Gomez to come to him to breakfaft the 
next morning; adding, " you have fo 
** charmed Donna Ifidora, that fhe fays 
** if Ihe were younger (he (hould be 
*^ quite in love with you." Gomez 
waited on Major Ferras the next morning 
to breakfeft, when he explained hiinfclf 

F 2 more 
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more fully, by afking him how he liked 
his coufm Eleonora Vclafquez de Caftro, 
*' Like her!" exclaimed Gomez: "all 
** eyes, all hearts, with rapture, muft 
*' confefe her beauty and accomplifli- 
" ments." — r " Since I perceive your 
" affeftions are not difinclined towards 
** her, I will add a very fecondary con- 
** fideration, which is, that (he is ' an 
*^ heirefs to one of the richeft men in 
" Madrid j and who, though of a noble 
'' family, has no other idea than that of 
making and hording money. But if 
you can gain Eleonora's heart, and I 
" will do all in my power to aflift you, 
I fhould be happy with the connec- 
tion; as I know your worth, and am 
" confident that the match would pleafc 
" both your father and your uncle.'* 
Gomez could not rcfift the firft tranfport 
of his gratitude. He feized Major Ftr- 
ras's hands, kifled them, and called him 
his friend, his advifcr, his patron. 

Eleonora 
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Elconora was the only child of an ancient 
' Caftilian family. She had been bred up un- 
der the care of her mother. Donna Ifidora, 
who had all the fuperftition of an anchoret. 
Her education had been neglefted, though 
permitted to ftudy Italian and m'ufic, which 
were both owing to the folicitation of her 
aunt. Donna Floriza. Her mother con- 
fentedj under the idea of the pleafure 
of having devotional mufic; and her 
hxhtVy who was incefTandy bufy about 
making money, and infenfible to every 
accomplilhment, thought that they might 
be the . means of keeping his daughter 
from the diifipation and extravagance of 
the world. Thus her fuperftition was 
pleafed, and his penury gratified. All 
her time had been divided between de- 
votion and mufic. Endued with a natu- 
ral good ear, great fenfibility and tafl;p, 
flie had cultivated her talent for mufic to 
perfeftion. But now Eleonora neglcfted 
every thing. Her friends, her parents, 

F 3 (he 
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fhe was indifFerent to j (he had no plea- 
lure in the world but being with Donna 
Floriza. Her duenna perceived the^tor* 
por that feemed to poffefe her. Her 
laffitude and , ficknefs were highly dif* 
trefling. Her face loft its colour, but 
ber pale cheek was an objeft of aSe&iOQ 
to her enamoured friend. It was to Go-< 
snez' timidity that lus fiknce of his pftf* 
0on muft he attributed. His iool^, hk 
attendon, his whole converfation, car^ 
lied die idea of his aife£kions$ viUkt 
Eleooora glowed widi iove, whidi was 
increafed by a continual intercourie. Ac 
laft, Gomez ventured to break the fub« 
jed) and was hurried on impercepdUy 
to a flight declarauon of attachmenc. 
His converfation had always been light 
and pleafant, and exceffively interefting 
to every one, but particularly to Elco- 
nora, uU it grew ias heavy, dull, and in- 
fipid, as before it was fprightiy and play- 
ful. In the evening of one of thofc ful- 
try fummcr-days, which tend fo much 

to 
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to relax the fibres and expand the heart, 
when the mind is more than ufually fuf- 
ceptible of the delicacy of paflion, Go- 
mez and Eleonora had walked into 
Donna Floriza's grounds^ which com- 
manded an extcnfivc profpeft of the 
PrAdo and the adjacent country. After 
walking fome time, they feated them- 
fHves in a pavilion. *^ It lightens !" 
laid Eleonora. " O, no! do not be un- 
*' der any apprehenfion ; and, if it did, 
^ I would turn it from you, though it 
•* were forked. Yes, I have the means. 
^ Did you ever read the Tempefta of 
^ Mctcftafio? NOyftonfuriarthO Nice, It 
*^ begiris. But, indeed, you feem fright- 
* encd. Do not be al^med j any terror 
^ that you feel, be affured I participate. 
« Yes, Eleonora, my heart fympathizes 
** with your's, and beats high or finks 
** in forrow according to my momen- 
** tary hopes or difappointment. In 
** your opinion of me, Eleonora, is cen- 
*^ tred all my thoughts, all my wifhes : 

F 4 " yes. 
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^* yes, Eleonora, how fliall I endeavour 
to tell you my fenfations, how ftiall I 
tell you iny feelings, when abfent? 
*^ and, when abfent, how my imagina- 
tion brings you to my recoUeftion ! 
How fondly I doat on the recoUec- 
^* tion, and how dearly I feel you in my 
" heart] Yet, when I am with you, I 
*< feel incapable of cxprefling myfclf : 
" I figh my foul away, and look at 
*^ you till I gaze away my meaning. 
<« O Eleonora! Eleonora! what fliall I 
** lay to convince you of my paffion, 
*^ that knows no bounds ? I am all re- 
<^ fervc, from a fenfc of your delicacy, 
** What Ihall I fay, or what entreat? 
** Let me only hope that my afFcftion 
•^ is not mifplaced: let me but think 
^^ that I have not exchanged all my 
*^ whole foul for your hate and fcorn. 
" Speak to me, in pity fpeak to mc. 
** Yes! Am I then hated and dc- 
«« Ipifed?" — " No, no !" faid Eleonora, 
The lightning now quickened j flafli after 

aafl^ 
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flafh (hot through the pavilion ; the thun- 
der growled at a diftance> and came 
nearer and nearer ; while the rain poured. 
Ac lad, the diundcr came fo near that 
the pavilion (hook. A fervant, who 
had been fome dmc looldng for them^ 
heard their difcourfe, and faid he had 
been (ent with cloaks and umbreQas by 
Donna Floriza, who^ on their entrance, 
aiked Eleonora if fhe had been excef- 
fivcly frightened. ** Yes, I thought that 
** the pavilion would have fallen on our 
" heads." 

Eleonora revolved Gomez' conver&- 
rion over in her mind, and the prejudices 
of her education had been fo deeply im- 
bibed, that ihe thought fhe had aded 
with impiety in liftening to the declara- 
tion of love of any man, without having 
previoufly a(ked the permi(rion of her 
parents,^ whom (he had not even con- 
fulted, or the more neceflfary approba- 
tion of her confefTor. She accufed her- 

F5 fclf 
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felf of heglcd of duty j and then, at 
another moment, blamed her own timi- 
dity, to have made her to remain in a 
place where flie had liftencd to thofe de-^ 
darations of a man, and became guilty. 
She repented not to have left hini in in- 
certitude and doubt of her indifference. 
This conduft would have been alfo reprc* 
henfible, fhe thought ; for, it would have 
been afting with diflimulation, which (he 
had never been guilty of, and which her 
heart rejected with difdain. And again, 
Ihe 'loved Gomez, and wifhed Ihc could 
jjave told him foi " butfurely,'' faid (he 
to herfelf, " he has perceived my afFeftion j 
" I never meet his eye but a confcious 
" blufli rifes on my cheek, I never hear 
him named but a figh fteals from mj 
heart; then why fhould I attempt to 
fpeak ? Why tell him what all my ac- 
tions demonftrate too plainly ? My fe- 
'^ ther will never confent to ,my being 
*^ bleffcd. No, no. Why was I not cloif* 
«« tcred? I had lived then happy.'* -* 

Thus 
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Thus the voice of nature fpokc the lan- 
guage of affedtion in the tender and feel- 
ing bofbm, and ftifled the voice of child- 
iih prejudice and vile fuperitition. 

Let philofbphy receive its due tribute 
of approbation for every day undermining 
that pefi to civil fociety, that poifon of all 
focial cotnpafb^ by introducing that phi« 
lofbphic temper which fpreads through 
fociety» foftens the manners^ and fubdues 
the mind^ at lengthy to liften to the voice 
of reafon, which foon annihilates this 
inental pcftilence. 

Our education is too frequently in di* 
TC& contradiftion to the common laws of 
nature* The mind is enflaved) and cre- 
dulity is inililled inflead of knowledge ; 
while the mod glaring abfurdities are faid 
to emanate from the Divinity. 

Gomez and Eleonora glowed now 
with one mutual paflion^ with the name- 

F 6 leis 
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Icfs raptures of reciprocal afFcftions. 
They had but one wiU, one feeling, one 
foul, which animated them both. When 
abfent, they piftured each othej prefcnt, 
converfed and anfwered, fwore eternal 
faith, truth, conftancy, and love, and 
thus, in the - fociety of each other, they 
lived, protefting welcome vows, and 
breathing attachment. 

Ye, whofe delicacy of paflion gives 
ye more lively feelings, whofe fenfibility 
of temper takes entire poflcffion of you, 
who blufti with Heioije while your heart 
forgives ^ her, who pity the mifcry of 
WertcTy ancj whofe fympathetic tears 
trickle down the cheek when you wander 
with Petrarch over Cabrieres and Val- 
clufa, come within the magic of &ncy, 
and crown Eleonora and jGomez with 
myrtle J drew flowers along the ftccp 
flopes of their enchanting fairy-ground 
and rofes on their pillow \ while you de- 
fend 
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fend their flumbcr from the legion-fiends 
of glory and of gold. 

Among the many acquaintances that 
Gomez had made, he knew a young 
gentleman whpfe name was ArvefiUo'^ 
and, as the intimacy which fubfifted be- 
tween them was afterwards of fome mo- 
ment to Gomez, I fhall endeavour to 
give fome account of him. — Born with 
a warm complexion, he was ready to fa- 
crifice every thing to the gratification of 
his felfifti and unremitting defires, Falfe 
by natui*e, vindiftivc, which is too much 
the charader of the inhabitants of hot 
climates, no one could hide better than 
he the blacked defigns under a fmiling 
coilmtenance. He carried fun-fhine in 
hijs £ice while difcontent fat at his heart. 
Though he fcemed, outwardly to the 
world, to pay the greateft refpedt and 
V obedience to religious worfliip, even to 
&naticifm, (for, he knew it could never 
retard, but it might frequendy ferve and 

advance^ 
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advance, the exeairion of his proje6ls,) 
yet he was' abandoned enough to dcfpifc 
it. ArvefiUo had a bold manly mind, 
with the moil infinuating manner, a 
ftrong lively genius that caught all ob- 
jefts at a glance, and a memory to retain 
them, literature was his delight, yet 
his profecution was pleafure. From the 
firft moftient of his intercouric with Go- 
mez, he perceived his tafle and attach- 
ment to philofophical purfuits; and, as 
he was older than him by a few years^ he 
had read more. He feemed to play 
with his own opinions with all juvenile le^ 
vity. He was one of the deepeft gam- 
blers in Madrid: at one time he pof- 
fefled thouiands, which he fqyandered 
away as ibon as he had them ; and at 
another time he was in, want of a fin^ 
ducat: but his mind was always calm and 
eafy, never fiuduating with his purfe. 
Gomez was perfeftly unacquainted witfc 
the fociety which ArvefiUo kept: htt 
knew him only as a literary man, whi>le 

knowledge 
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knowledge he eftecmed him for^ and 
whole opinions he relifhed. Gomez fre- 
quently lent Arvcfillo money, which was 
pundtually repaid him the firft opportu- 
nity that his circumftances permitted him. 
ArvefiUo's projedts went much farther: 
he had a filter, who was married to a 
capital merchant, and who was reckoned 
one of the fined, as well as the mod 
gallant women in Madrid. «Arvefillo 
d^ew fuch a pidture of Alvarado's fon 
that flie' at firft, in a flight manner, faid 
Jbe fliould like to be acquainted with 
him, which Arvefillo treated neglcftfuUy, 
as if he had not heard her exprefs a. 
wifh to that end ; ^ill drawing a pidure 

of Gomez, which he well knew how tp 
colour to her eye. His perfon was of 
inferior confideration, and the laft in the 
commcodation of his friend i but he took 
great pains, with infinite caudon, to par- 
dcijlarize Gomez' talents and his exten« 
five knowledge of polite literature, be- 
ing perfuaded that women of any fenfibi- 
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Hty could never rcfift the attraftion of li- 
terary merit in the other fcx; thaj no- 
thing is more frequent than to fee their 
principles give way to their undcrftand- 
ing.* The portrait finiflied. Donna de 
Alcazar anxiouOy defired to fee the ori- 
ginal j and, her defires being frequcndy 
incited and not gratified, (he grew as im- 
portunate a$ Arvefillo could have wiftied. 
In his coQverfation with Gomez, he ac- 
cidentally alluded to his filler, by ma- 
king quotations and references to her con- 
vcrfation and obfervation, which fhe had 
never made ufe of, that raifed a wifti in 
Gomez to meet her, though he never 
exprefied fo much, till Arvefillo faid he 



* The attainment of pleafure lias been fometimes the 
motive that has Simulated men to enter into the padi of 
literature. Mr. Helvetius, born with an impaffioncd 
inclination to the fex, on feeing Maupertuis, in a pub- 
lic garden, furrounded by ladies, determined to obtain 
a iimilar diftin6lion, in order to turn it to a plea* 
furable profit, and wrote his S^em on Phyiica] Senii* 
bility T, 
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muft carry him to her parties. Donna 
de Alcazar was as accomplifhcd as fhe was 
handfome, and the habit of intrigue had 
familiarized her heart to deception and 
her mind to an unconfcious immoral con- 
duft. When Gomez was introduced, 
Ihe was fo far gratified ; but piqued at 
his indifference. She admired him; and, 
being unaccuftomed to reftrain her wiflies 
or check her paflion, (hp gave loofc to 
her imagination, and neglefted nothing 
that might tend to inflame him. In fe- 
veral Interviews, fhe neglcfted no allure- 
ment to indireftly intimate her wifhesj 
but Gomez, who loved but Elconora, 
had his heart clofcd to every other objcft, 
and had not the mod diftant idea of her 
intentions. She grew irritated at his cold- 
nefs, and became acquainted with the 
caufc of his neglcft, his afFeftion for Don 
Velafquez' daughter. Vanity was the 
principal mover of her conduft towards 
Alvarado's fon, previous to this informa- 
tion, and (he concluded that he was in- 

fenfiblc 
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ienfible to the fex; but, having found 
the caufe, her ihame and jeafeufy were 
bothroufed, to complete her purpofe aad 
&dfil her wifhes. She now loved him 
finccrely, and was refolved to accomplifli 
her end, whatever might be the forfeit 
The means ihe left to time and neceifitf 
to fhape. 

In the mean >time, ArvefiUo had fiai 
Eleonora, and h^d conceived for her the 
moft brutal paffion. He looked at iier 
with an attendon that did not £ul of 
being obferved ; and in fb improper t 
manner, that, whenever her eyes act 
his, fhe dropt her's, and was coveted 
with confufion. This flattered his hbpeS) 
and he was languine enough in his expec- 
tations to think, that the firft opportunity 
would place her in his arms, while'' he 
meditated on a plan of changing the bb- 
jeft of Gomez* aft'eftion. It had re- 
quired no long penetration to read Don- 
na dc Alcazar's charadter, and her bro- 
ther 
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^er had made bimfelf fo well acquamted 
with k, that he knew every motive and 
::auie of her adions> while he (aw through 
Jbc cSt& intended. He knew his fifter 
so be one of thofe women qui/cJotU fait 
w front qui ne rougit jamais. He per- 
petually aimed at (hewing all attendon 
both to his fifter and Gomez, in order 
to efiedb that purpofe which he had long 
itMiided to put in pradice. Arveflllo 
eoauBonly law Gomez every day : as he 
hatw his genero(ity, he had no dUficulty 
in tftldng ildvantage of it, by borrowing 
large fuQM of money of him. While he 
bvisighed againft the marriage- ftate, he 
condandy threw incitement to an afieftion 
fi)r;his (^er. " I cannot help wonder- 
^ ing at the abfurdity of men/' faid he, 
'^ that they can ever think of attaching 
♦' themfelvcs to one, when they are 
" formed to enjoy many; to fofm an 
attachment to a baby, a child, while 
many poflTefs perfon and fortune fuffi- 
** cicpt to introduce them to the fevours 

" of 
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as an adder draws a mortal venom front 
the fecretion of the iamc plant that fiir^ 
nifhes the bee with honey ; at jtht fatne 
time that he left nothing undone to- add 
fuel to the fire which confumed his filler^ 
breaft. Early in the morning of and df 
thpfe fbow-days^ in which the Spaiuaii^ 
exhitttt their bull-feafts, Gomez received 
a note from ArvefiUo, defiring to fcttd 
him two hundred ducats, which he wattt- 
cd to furniih for the expenfes of the ap- 
poachfag fe>ft, «Kl at which he W^ 
to be honoured by his prefcnce. Gfbthei* 
concealed the money from the feivahr, 
defired him to prefent the packet to hW . 
matter, and that he would himfelf carrf 
an anfwer to him. He ordered his bahd*'' 
to be ready at twelve at night. He'' 
dre£kd, and went to ArVefillo*s, bcibit'' 
the exceffivc heat of the day came oiii ' 
He walked from one apartnlent into ano- 
ther, and at laft thought he had found 
him lying on his bed. For fear of dif-' 
turbing him^ he walked flowly up to iljl^ 

bcd^ 
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bed*fide; but he was much aftonifhed 
ivhen he found chat he had nearly clafped 
XI bia amis Donna de Alcazar, who had 
pretended deep ; and had, with that in« 
voluntary modon which accompanies a 
^^ing perfon> ftretched out her arms ; 
ind» "with that figh which attends the 
notions graiped him to her. '^ O Go- 
^ sncz, my brother defircd me to apolo- 
'^ gize for his abfence. I was almoiit 
^' afleep/' Every luxurious and wanton 
motion of a MefTalina here expofed 
her wiihes. This was at lead a trial 
to Gomez' virtue $ but his aflPedions were 
placed elfe where, and his heart (hrunk at 
Akt lafcivious woman. She ieized his 
hands ^^d prefied it between hers. The 
paiiiis were moid, and her hot blood 
danced in her fingers over Gomez' hands; 
while a fliortnefs of breath and the halfr 
(hut eyes proclaimed her defire. After 
a (hort paufe, in which ihe devoured him 
with her eyes, Ihe faid, " My Gomez ! 
" O would you were mine ! — I am not 

" well: 
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" well: fupport me, Gomez." Gome2 
trembled through his whole frame, while 
he fell into a cold fweat ; he was unable 
to fpeak a fyllable, and rentained mo* 
tionlefs. Donna de Alcazar tho;jght tbb 
to be merely the eflFeft of his tiaudity 
ilruggling with paflion, and that that 
was the moment to complete her con- 
qi^ft. Setting afide every idea of flunie 
or delicacy, fhe drew him to ber and 
covered him with careiTes. But Gomez 
recovered from his agitation, made an 
apology for his fituation, broke fi'om 
her embrace, and left the room. 

, Donna de Alcazar was nearly Kftcd 
to madnefs, when fhe found hcrfclf hoc 
only dilappomted, but dcfpifed. Her 
brother returned while fhe ftill irmaioed 
a prey to difappojnted love. He foofA 
her drowned in tears, widi her face fwcll- 
ed and burfling with rage and fhamc. '< 
Arvefillo prefTed her to fpeak, but (he 
was for fome time too much a&ded. 

^ At 
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Ac lafl: ihe aiked hinii why he took fo 
much trouble to tear open thofc wounds, 
which fhe knew he could not cure. And 
thus, by fpeaking metaphorically^ ihewed 
that her feelings were feigned; while 
Arvcfillo exclaimed, that, if it were his 
father that had wronged her, he would 
Iheathe his dagger in his heart: at the 
fame time drawing it from his bofom. 
She fell at his feet, embraced his knees, 
implored his affiftance, and that Gomez* 
blood could alone wafh her (lain away, 
and expiate his crime.. She then de- 
fcribcd the fcene, in which (he had afted 
fb in&mous a part, but told the mod: 
grofs falfchood. ArvefiUo then compofed 
her a^tated mind with the ftrongeft aiTu* 
fances of being revenged before the mor- 
row. He had another motive which 
ftimulated his revenge. He had watched 
yelafe[ucz* houfe in order to fee Eleono- 
ra. He had not been difappointed. He 
followed her carriage to the church ; and, 
being the feaft of the Holy Virgin, the 
Vol. I. G mafs 
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mafs laftcd for three hours. The profli- 
gate Arvefillo attended, in order to con- 
template the beauteous Eleonora. Du* 
ring the mafs, he withdrew, and made a 
prelent to one of the fcrvants, to tell the 
duenna of Donna Eleonora that a gentk- 
ipan wifhed to fpeak to her. The fervant 
delivered the meffage ; and he fpokc 
to the duenna of his love for her ward, 
who told him, it was fortunate he "had 
not beeii long fo 5 for, (he believed that 
Eleonora de Velafquez was engaged, 
He offered her a purfe, which was pe- 
remptorily rtfufcd. In every clafs of 
fociety, in every condition of life, there 
is a point of honour which peculiarly 
belongs to it. 

Gomez paflcd the reft of the day in 
rcflefting on his advenftire with Donna 
de Alcazar. He could fcarcely affurc 
himfclf of the fcene that he had been 
witnefs to. He compared the immoral 
conduft of Donna de Alcazar with the 

balhful 
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balhful modcfty of Eleonora Vclafqucz. 
He compared the moments that he fpcnt 
in the pavilion with Eleonora to thofc 
which he had pafled in Arvcfillo's apart- 
ment. Gomez was now apprized that 
his band attended him.' He put on his 
cloak, and went out. The night was 
darkj and the whole city was in filence. 
They walk, and arrive at a fmall fquarc, 
over which Eleonora's window looked. 
It was open, and there was a light in the 
room. Gomez placed the muficians ac 
a little diftance, and ordered them not 
to move till he fliould return. He alone 
approached the window. He thought 
he heard a voice. She was playing and 
accompanying herfelf to thefc Portuguefc 
words, which he diftindly heard and 
retained : 



O remedio de meus males, 
A FHifiofo direi : 
Se FUeno non 'ven *uer nu^ 
Defaudades monreL 

G ft Afh 
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Jb, men ben^ fe te non Vfffs 
Dejaudades martreu^ 



Gomez was delighted. Every note 
reached his heart; every paufc was a 
double rapture. The foothing tnelody 



• The following is the literal tranilation of the alioTC 
Hnes. «* Sole remedy of my forrows ! thus \ willBy 
'* to Fileno : — If Fileno does not come to oc^ I 
** ihall die with grief. Ah, my love ! if I do not fee 
«* you, I ihall die with grief." — Some cominentalbrs 
read Fulano^ which has an undetermined -iigiMtatioD, 
and means fucb an one. Others think that it it derifBd 
from the Greek word ^tXity, amarej and mt9XL% fweet' 
beart. There is no word that exprefles the (enfation 
that love produces fo effectually as the word faudadf in 
the ^ViXiXfaudades, The ina6lion, the laffitude» the 
liftleifnefs, that accompany that pailion implied by the 
word can only be ftrongly felt by a Portuguefe. Not 
one of the modern European languages have a (ynonyne 
equivalent to it. Affanno, angoijfei pangfi^ fwmmii 
defafqfiego^ are its fyiionymes, but do not convey that 
complicated meaning that is afTociated with the word 
faudad. We may perceive a variety which exifts in na- 
tional characters by their refpeClive language : it is In 
ftrong pailions that nature marks the charadleriftic fea- 
tures of mankind, which feem alike at the firft fight, 
butj when approached^ are widely different. 

ftok 
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le to him to whom it was diredbed. 
le founds languilhed through the night's 
11 car, and Gomez' every nerve vibra- 
1 in unifon. He ftood motionlefs till 
! had Hnifhed. The founds he ftill 
imcd to hear. He faw her fhut the 
ndow, and was unable to utter a word, 
lien the light difappeared, he returned 

the band, who played fome fweet 
iific : and Gomez occafionally fung 
d. accompanied himfelf on his guitar. 

die midft of thb concert, a body of 
[Imns attacked them with their fwords 
d daggers. One of the band was 
prtally wounded, who had been miila- 
n for Gomez. He had fcarce time to 
aw his fword before he received two 

three blows, which he imagined he 
d received only in his cloak, but found, 
r the blood on his fhirt foon after, that 
: had been flightly wounded. Gomez 
need admirably, wounded one of the 
inditti, and kept the reft at bay, till he 
as aflifted by the band, on whofe ap- 

G 3 pearance 
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open, and diicovercd a chain and a pic- 
ture. '* What's that, Gomez? A pic- 
•* ture! and of another! thus is com- 

u piete." «* Angel! angel! look 

*^ more kindly on me, and know your 
** own image. Yes, my darling ! it is 
" Elconora's counterfeit, which love 
*' taught me to portray. Look at it, 
" my darling! it is your own fliadow, 
" which is more kind to me than Elco* 
*^ nora ; for, this looks pleafed^ and 
" fcems to fmile upon me, when flic 
" frowns on her devoted Gomez." — 
Eleonora looked forgivenefs, and gave 
him her hand, which he covered with 
tears and kiffes. " You are not wounds 
^' cd, Gomez?" — " What do you 
" mean, Eleonora?" — I will tell you all, 
" and forgive this my melancholy and 
*' difmal foreboding, and attribute it to 
my thought of you. I dreamt laft 
night that we were in the pavilion 
together, when your friend, who had 
*< lurked in the orange and pomegranate 

" trees. 
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^ trces^ came, armed with a dagger, 
and ilruck and wounded you. I faw 
him, and I thought I law you bleed, 
'' Gomez. O my heart!" — Her tears 
flopped her. " My life's darling! fup- 
" prels this emotion j your Gomez is not 
" hurt." — " I fhricked at the fight, and 
^^ he prevented, or endeavoured to fup- 
^' prefs, my clamour. In this agitadon 
'^ I awoke, and remember to have found 
^* Maria at my bed-fide, whom I had 
^' waked with my cries. As ftie thought 
f^ I had been ill, flie told me (he had 
^* been much frightened, arranged my 
'* bed, which was quite difordered, and 
'* left me. I went to flcep ag^in, and 
^^ dreamt again that I was in a magnifi- 
'* cent palace, where many lovers, prof- 
' trated at my feet, offered me ado- 
' radon and homage. Among them 
' I diftinftly faw Arvefillo," (at die 
lamte, Gomez' face turned pale,) " who 
^ folicited, or rather demanded and in- 
* fitted on, his wifties being accom- 

G 5 " plifhed. 
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^ pKflicd. Exafperatcd at my coldnefsj 
«• he came to me, told me not to be 
<^ alarmed, that he meant me no harm if 
^ I made no rcfiftance. I fhrunk from 
*^ him; an inward loathing made mc 
" hate him. Come, come, Eleonora! 
" faid he, and yield thofe reluftant bcau- 
^ ties. O heavens! I fhudder at the 
^^ fecoUeftion. I called on you. Go- 
" mez! Gomez! help your Eleonora! 
" Gomez no longer lives, he told mc. 
" I then fummoned all my ftrength, and 
" threw him from me with ddpair. I 
" then ftarted from my deep, and the 
" horror which attended it has puriued 
" me ftill. Have not I had caufe for my 
/' anxiety ? O Gomez ! if any thbg 
" ftiould happen to you, I feel that that 
" day would be my laft." — " Calm 
" your fpirits, my ever darling," and he 
preffed her hand to his lips, *' your 
" Gomez lives, and do not let your 
«* rcafon nor your good fenfe be, over- 
come fo, by your feelings or your 

fenfibility^ 
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** fcnfibility, as to pay one moment's 
^' attention to an idle dream. Believe 
** me ! believe thy friend, thy Gomez ! 
" make him the confident of every 
^^ adtion, of every thought, and thou 
" Ihalt never be unhappy but when thou 
•^ ceafeft to love him." — Eleonora be- 
came calm. She fmiled on Gomez, who 
was happy that . (he was fo much re- 
lieved. " Dry thofe beauteous eyes, 
** my Eleonora! that are fo bathed in 
*• tears, and which beam with the mild- 
" eft luftre : let me fee their varied 
^ fweetnefs." •— Gomez, though not 
ctcdulous, could not but be ftruck with 
the coincidence of her dream and Arvc- 
iillo's conduft. He naturally and juftly 
attributed it to his having fpoken of 
Afvefillo to her, and that her afFcdions 
and mind were employed about himfelf. 
Her imagination was confufed, f6 as to 
paint her ideas diftorted, which fixed 
diem in her memory, and from her love 
' became very diftrcffing to her rccoUcc- 

G 6 tion. 
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tion. Add to thi$> fome prejudices that 
Eleonora had contraded, and that fu* 
perflidon has always dealt much in 
dreams. Anrefdlo's conduft was not 
now dioroughly knowh to Gomez, yet 
there was fufficient treachery to ftan^ 
the villain. He had refolved Gomez' 
ruin, leis to avenge his fifter than to 
have a better plea, ftronger pretenfions, 
to win Velafquez* daughter. The Aims 
that he had borrowed oi his friend were 
another motive, though a flight one^ for 
his condud. 

Eleonora did not perceive the wound 
which Gomez had received, and her 
mind became tranquil and eafy. Quite 
to themfelyes, they fpent fome hours to- 
gedier in the mod endearing intercourle» 
They had neither party nor mufic to 
dilhirb them i their minds were too much 
imprefled with the fociety of each other 
to have enjoyed either. Mufic at that 
momeiit would have been but noiie^ or 
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ail harmony would have been confuTion. 
Lulled widi die phantom of hope of 
future felicity> this waking dream was not 
dUlurbed by any horrible imaginings of 
impending danger. They did not fuf- 
peBt that this interview was likely to 
have been the laft^ that it was the laft 
rime diat they were to converfe toge- 
thefj or, if not the laftj they (hould 
meet to converfe after Gomez had expe- 
rienced all that fanadcifm and fuperfU* 
tion, armed with defpotic power> could 
do to torture mankind. 

Among Donna de Alcazar's admi- 
rers, there was one of the inquifidon 
who had long in vain folicited her &- 
vours. ArvefiUo concealed himfelf in 
his bouie, on the £iilure of his intended 
murder^ and he had in his power the 
means of gradfying Donna de Alcazar's 
revenge more effeAually than by fwords 
and daggers^ and whichj by their dura- 
tion^ would add delight to it. The pried: 

was 
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was happy to fee the brother of the wo- 
man he loved, rejoiced that it was in 
his power to oblige and proteft him, and, 
on the expofition of Arvcfillo's wilhcs, 
joined with his fitter's, he codid not hcfi* 
tate to accufe Gomez of the moll fhock* 
ing infidelity. A few idle depofidohs of 
a murderer were fufficicnt to give a 
colour to the proceeding, which," to* the 
feeling mind, is aknoflt death; or, if 
ever liberated and acquitted, the charac- 
ter of the unhappy individual is hurt, 
which is more than life ; and, in a fuj)cr- 
ftitious country, his fociety and friends 
avoid him, his honour is ilained, and 
his reputation blafted. Some French and 
Englilh phiiofophical books were pro- 
duced, that Gomez had lent Arvefillo, 
and thefe were fufficient to corroborate 
the depofition and. ftrengthen the evi- 
dence. Orders were inftantly given to 
feize him. Arvefillo, thus gratified, pro- 
teftcd his gratitude, and offered his fer- 
vice in the ftrongcft terms : he had foon 

a»^ 
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an Opportunity of (hewing it and beco- 
ming grateful, if gratitude can confift in 
rewarding fervice granted to crime, and 
in being pander to a filler's proftitu- 
tion. 

Gomez, tired by the fatigue of the 
preceding night, and worn by the un- 
eafinefs of Eleonora, had retired home, 
to give eafe to his harafled mind. He 
had not been long in bed when four al- 
guazils entered his apartments, and feized 
every thing they faw which they deemed 
!Would tend to convift him of the crime 
that he was accufed. The noife of their 
fearch awoke Gomez: alas! he only o- 
pened his eyes to horror! to a mandate 
of the Spanifh Inquifition! — A pried 
prefented him the order, and he re- 
mained a moment fenfelefs. When he 
had recovered, and perceived the algua- 
zils in poiTeiTion of his books and pa- 
pers, he caught his picture in his hand, 
which he held out to the prieft^ and> 
p. * with 
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with a look of hope and dclpair, faid, 
'* May I keep it?'' The pricft bowc4, 
and Gomez> with the tears courfipg 
down his cheeks, prefled it to his lips. 
It was then to be his only hope, his only 
fupport. Severed for ever from the ori- 
ginal, from all that his foul prized, torn 
from her he loved, without one word* 
one look, one laft, one eternal adieu, 
that pidure, which he had fo often looked 
at, the ftiadow of the blondine Eleonora,, . 
which he had fo often ipoke to and con- 
Verfcd with, when the morning woke 
him to delight in the contemplation of its 
beauties, was now to be his great,- though 
his only, comfort, his only confolation, 
to fettle his ftraw, and to keep alive his 
hopes. " I follow you,'* he faid ; aro&ji 
drefled himfelf, and was led to prifon. 

In thefe dungeons, belonging to ecclcr 
fiaftical perfecution, is accumulated all 
that the mind of man can invent to 
drive the unhappy yidims to delpair an4 

ruin> 
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ruin, while the means of felf-deftrtiftion 
are not in their power. Gomez was 
thrown into a ceU> in which he could 
not (land upright, and, three days after> 
was brought before the tribunal of the in- 
quifidon. He was defired to make a 
confcflTion of his crimes, but he anfweredt 
with the confidence of confcious inno- 
cence, that he was ignorant of having 
committed any. Some books were 
then Ihewn to him, and he was afked 
if he knew them. He faid he did, and 
he believed that they once belonged to 
him. One of the inquifidon then com- 
mented on this confellion, and alked him 
if the reading of thofe books was not 
the mod heinous of crimes. Gomez 
caft down his eyes, and made no reply. 
He had lent thofe books to Arvefillo, 
and he was a litde furprifed that his 
perfidy fhould have induced him to have 
given them to be evidence againft him. 
The other heads of accufarion were, not 

to have any communion-note, not to 

have 



J38 GOM£Z AND ELEONORA. 

have knelt down at the proccffion, to 
have laughed during the reading of the 
Litany, and to have eaten mea^ on a 
feft-day. The prifoner anfwered, that 
he always refpeftcd religious cerernonics, 
that he did not remember not to have 
knelt down when other people did^ if 
he had neglcftcd to do fo, it was from 
inadverteficy, and hoped for pardon; 
nor did he recolleft to have laughed 
with any bad intention. A little dat^ 
chifm was then given to him, and he was 
remanded to his cell. 

The next day, he was vifited by one 
of the priefts, who hdd a long con- 
verfation with him, and defired him to 
learn by heart the fix firfl: prayers of 
his catechifm. The pricft waited on him 
every day, to hear his leffon. Gomez 
feemed perfeftly attentive to his direc* 
tor^s difcourfe, knowing that it was the 
only means of avoiding an infamous 
death i but he had been bred in too 

philofophical 
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philofophical a manner to be able to 
warp or bias his mind to the fanaticifm 
of a bigot. He could only pretend to 
believe what he did not underftand, as 
he neither could nor wifhed to fufpend 
the faculties of his mind in judging, or 
his reafon in rejcfting, what was beyond 
his comprchenfion and his fenfcs. Thus 
he opined, but was ncceflitatcd to dif* 
femblc by a pretence of belief and a 
counterfeited zeal in the obfcrvance of 
dogmas that would difgrace a favage. His 
behaviour was pleafing to the prieft, and 
he was treated with lefs than ufual ri- 
gour. 

Don and Donna de Velafquez were 
informed that Gomez was detained in 
cuftody of the inquifition. They knew 
of their daughter's attachment, and they 
feared the confcquence that the know- 
kdge of his fituation might make on her. 
All her inquiries at Donna de Floriza's 
were fruidefs, and one fortnight's abfence 

had 
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bad fo preyed on Eleonora^ that (he be'* 
came dangerouily ill. Every attempt 
that was made to drive the cherifhed 
objedt of her afFe6tion from her heart 
was vain. Love may be forgotten^ but 
cannot be forced out of the mind. Her 
face bore the mark of the diftrefs that 
was ieated in her breaft. She became 
weak and nervous. Her cheeks grew 
pale. She forced a fmile, when the tear 
ftood in her eye^ ta conceal the fu&r- 
ing of an achbg heart. The forced fi- 
lence of- every one about her occafioned 
her to entertain the mod difmal ideas* 
The forced taciturnity of her aunt,, and 
her duenna Maria^ was doubly cruel to 
herj but ail, all, every oop, feemed at 
length to have combined to diftrad: her. 
At one moment fhe thought fhe could 
forget Alvarado's fon, and that Ihe ab- 
horred and deteftcd him; but the next 
ihe found it in vain, for, all her hate 
was love. At length flie'grew fo e- 
maciated^ and the body bore the eflSbft 

of 
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of the mind in {o great a degree^ that (he 

became incapable of fitdng up^ and kept 

her bed. Donna de Velafquez doated 

on her daughter, and cried over her with 

aU maternal aflledion; (and a mother's 

heart feck much s) but, weak and fuper- 

fHdous, fhe attempted to drive the re- 

xrolleftion of Gomez from her memory. 

She told her, at length, when all other 

means had feiled, that Gomez was dead ; 

and contradided herfelf, or did away her 

firft meaning, by adding, that he was loft 

to Eleonora, and dead to all the ufes of 

the world ; that the voice of reafon muft 

ultimately convince her of the neceflity 

of checking her affefiions ; Gomez had 

been detained by the holy inquifidon, and 

her duty to God muft teach her to forget 

him. ** O my mother! I never can! 

"You tear my heart when you talk 

^* thus. Kill me at once ; but, thus to 

*' fpeak to me, it is not kind of you. 

'^ But thefe agonies will foon be at an 

'* end. Forget him ! Oh no 1 I know 

« him 
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*' him virtuous j and, come death when 
*' it will, with my dying voice I will make 
« one laft effort, and my lafl: breath (hall 
" lifp my Gomez* name/' — This w^ 
her fituation, this her language, and theie 
her refolutions. 

Return we to our poor captive. -^ 
There was a court- yard belonging to the 
prifon, .in which thofc who were thoi^t 
to merit indulgence were permitted to 
walk at ftated hour? of the day. This 
permiffion was granted to Gomez; he 
found conibladon in pbferving the carc- 
leflhefs of fome and the defpondency of 
others, the defpair of the many and Ae 
refignat^on of a few. The want of fo- 
ciety, and the defire of having fome 
one to whom he might unburthen his 
forrow, made him feek an acquaintance. . 
He was prepoflefled in the fevour of a 
young and handfome man, whofe appear- 
ance and phyfiognomy indicated avflund 
elevated above the vulgar. Go0kz told 

him 



GOMEZ AND ELEONORAt I43 

him he defired his acquaintance, and, 
in the franknefs of his manner, in his 
open deportment and his converfadon, 
foon convinced him that he was a man 
of fenfe. His appearance pleafcd him, 
and he knew nothing of his cliarader to 
abate his edeem. 

Our happinefs is very litde affcfted by 
our food : coarfe brown bread and water 
were Gomez' allowance, but he enjoyed 
as much health as he had ever done. Go- 
mez foon accommodated himfelf to what 
he thought had now become his perma- 
nent fituation : he had exercife in the 
court-yard, converfadon with one of the 
prilbners, and he faw the prieft conftantly, 
through whom he hoped to be relieved. 
His only hope was, when once liberated, 
to take his Eleonora to his bread, and 
live with her in a cottage. He had 
committed no crime to merit the treat- 
ment he had met with^ and, as his con* 
fciencc was eafy, his fuffcrings were light. 

He 
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He fomcrimcs wUhed for Eleonora: he 
related to the flranger the caufe of his 
apprehenfion and detention^ and his whok 
life : he was relieved by the narration, 
and found pleafure in having one whofe 
ear was open to hear him, and whofe 
bofom was ready to receive the filing 
tear. 

One morning, as Gomez and bis 
companion were in the yard, the (Gran- 
ger told him he was obliged to him 
for the account of his life, and that, 
if he had any curiofity, he would relate 
his own ; which, as he had lived longer, 
was more chequered by misfortune. Go- 
mez waited to hear it with impatiencCi 
and he began as follows. 

I am a native of Auxerrc, in Bur- 
gundy: my name is Tourville. The 
firft years of my life were much nc- 
glefted, being one of ten children, and 
my mother young enough to have had ten 

xnorei 



GOMEZ AND ELEONQRA. I45 

tnorei when I left my father's houfc, 
as I remember. I was then twelve years 
old: I began very early to (hift for 
rayfelf i and, full of adventure, I fct oflF 
for Paris. I arrived there without either 
money or friends, and no means of get- 
ting a livelihood but by my labour. I 
thought of going into the army ; and^ 
if ever I did inlift, my mind was made 
up to choofc the cavalry in preference. 
I had feen a body of horfe manoeu- 
vring as I paffcd Joigny, and the fummit 
of my wilhes was to be among them. 
I foUcited employment at the ftables of 
a riding- houfe; and I thought if I could 
there get any principles of managing 
a horfe it might forward my profpefts 
hereafter. I was light and aftive, I was 
accepted, and I was foon inftalled; 
though all my ideas were employed a- 
bout horfes that I never mounted. At 
laft I was admitted to exercife them^ 
and taken into the fervice of a young 
SOan of falhioni the Marqius de Chateletj 
Vol. I. H who 
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who lived in the Rue Richelieu. I 
lived with him as jocikey : my bufincfs 
in the morning was that of Mercury: 
when he rofe^ at about twoj his maSat 
^d'hotel brought his chocohte, his vakt 
de chambre drefled him, and his fecre- 
tary, a little abbe, wrote any notes un- 
der his diftate. There were ufually bil- 
lets d'amour to fome charmmg wom^ 
that I was commiffioned to carry, and 
I was always handfomely paid for 11^ 
trouble. My mafter then, after break- 
fed, fauntered on horfeback along the 
Boulevards and on to the Bois de. Bou- 
logne, if not prevented by fome friedd 
or miftrefs. But his expenfes exceeded 
his income, which he told me in fo 
kind a manner, that he made my dif- 
mifTal painful : he paid me handfomely, 
and gave me this watch : — (hewing k 
him. I then went immediately to die 
Quai de la Ferraikr, where I was in- 
lifted by a dragoon of Lorraine. In 
going to join the regiment, quartered 

in 
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in the fouth of France^ I cook the road 
to Burgundy, in order to fee my father 
and my family : two of my fillers were 
placed in convents, one of my brothers 
had become a prieft, and three others 
had gone in quell of their fortune. My 
Athcr was in narrow circumftances, and 
I gave him all the money I had ; that, 
in all, was but a triflle. I parted with 
every thing to him, except my watch; 
that I kept, and will ever keep, for 
my mafter's &ke. But here an unfor- 
tunate affair prevented me from joining 
my regiment. A gcntleman*s fon had 
paid his addreffcs to my eldeft fifter, and, 
under promife of marriage, had won 
her fevours. This intercourfe, which 
the world thinks an opprobrium, and 
which, as young, I then thought fo, was 
attended, as it was deemed, with the 
worft confequence; for, fuch is its nar- 
row prejudice, fuch is the contradidlion 
that exiils between our natural didlates 

H 2 and 



ly, in the wildnei 
it a point of hon 
in order to perfus 
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by his annihilatio] 
his intention, I w; 
him that I felt as 
of honour; that 
my fifter or meet 
coolly, that I di 
knew his refolution 
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fkflTins, I again entreated him to change 
his mind, and bok on me as a brother 
rather than an enemy. Noi he told 
me his refoludon was not to be (haken, 
that he wouW not go one ftep backward 
in the affair, but to put himfelf in guard : 
he did fo accordingly. He fenced bet- 
ter than I, but I was animated by 
the goodnefs of my caufe : our fwords 
crofied each other twice j but I deceived 
bis feints, and ran him through the 
body: — he fell dead on the fpot. 
When I faw death in his face, I was ^ 
little uneafy 5 and, for fear of being rafli, 
that my anger might not be direfted 
againft myfelf, I threw the fwords into 
the river; and, inftead of turning to 
town, I walked againft the ftream ; and, 
having gained a foreft, I certainly felt 
fome melancholy fenfacions. However, 
the confcioufncfs of having done my 
duty kept up my courage; and, ha- 
ving determined to walk on to Nevers, 

H3 . I 
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I there agdn inlifted in the firft troop 
of cavalry that I met with, and then 
went on to Lifle to join the regiment 
that was there in garrifon. I had not 
been there two months before the uni- 
form fameneis of the life I led difgufted 
me. I deierted, and made my efcape 
to Bruflels, and thence to Holland. 
Without employment, without money^ 
and without hope of either, I was again 
forced to inlifl in a regiment of ctdraf^ 
fiers. From Holland I went with the 
regiment to Maftricht, and there I re- 
mamed three years. In Holland and ia 
Germany I learned both the Dutch and 
German languages; and, though the 
German fervice is harder dian the French, 
I liked it better. We were then or-. 
dered from place to place, which ra« 
ther fuitcd my truant difpofidon, and, 
at laft, to Holland again. My (Ifter's 
waif): was the caufe of my quitdng Bur-* 
gundy, and the lovely contours of a 
Dutch gifl was the reafon of my leaving 

Holland \ 
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HollaiKl ', for^ , I was one day playing 
with her on the Place d'Armcs a few 

w 

momencs before the parade, and the 
quarter-matter ftruck me with his c;ane. 
I turned round on the little defpotic 
fatellitse, told him I was a French fol- 
dier, and not ufed to fuch treatment. 
He caned me again, and put me under 
m arreft* I governed my paflion for 
the moment, though my refcntment was 
cxccfiivci and, when cool, I difTem- 
bledi I begged his pardon, and was fee 
al liberty the next d^y. But, from that 
moinentj I determined to defert, and 
an opportunity prefented itfelf. The 
good Dutch girl had been fenfible of 
tbe affront I received in her prefencc^ 
She obferved rny anger, knew that 1 
could not refent it, told me that ihe 
perceived I was unhappy,^ but that it was 
cafy to eflfe^ my efcape; fhe had a 
brother w|io w^s a fifherman, (he would 
communicate her wiihes to him, and 
was fure of his affiftance wh^n it would 

H 4 oblige 
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oblige her. I was doubly indebted to 
her, for fhe planned my flight. She 
defired me to acquaint her of the firft 
night that I fhould mount guard on any 
of the pofts that looked towards the 
fca, and her brother would be ready 
with his boat to carry me off to fomc 
of the fhips which were leaving the 
harbour at all hours of the ni^t} 
ihe would come with a lantern^ which 
fhould be the flgnal to her brother^ who 
Ihould bring fome drefs in his boat 
that I might exchange for my foldier's 
clothes; that I wanted but a ftring to 
let myfclf down from the fort, which 
Ihe would difpofe of after my efcape. 
The honed ingenuity of the girl was 
lovely. Every thing was executed ac- 
cording to our defign : fhe came with 
her lantern, her brother attended with 
his boat, in which he had a failor's jac- 
ket and trowfers, which I exchanged 
f jr my foldier's coat. I gave my lovely 
Dutch girl my lafl; parting kifs, in which 

I 
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I cxpreffcd all my gratitude, dropped 
from my rope into the boat, and worked 
my pailage in a veficl that was going 
to Hamburg. * Landed there, I was 
again neceflitated to inlifl:, and I entered 
the King of Pruflia's fervice, and was 
tall enough to be placed in the regi- 
ment of Frederick's black dragoons, 
which I faw the Auftrian troops fly 
from more than once. The king was 
then at war with the emperor. In an 
engagement, in which he commanded 
in perfon, and in which he foiled in his 
attempt to break the Auftrian lines, I 
was taken prifoner. Condemned to till 
the ground, and, having a poor allow- 
ance, I inlifted in an Hungarian regi- 
ment of cavalry ; and, war having been 
declared with France, we were fent to 
the frontiers of Brifgaw, and I faw, with 
horror, the necefllty I was reduced to 
of fighting againft my country. All 
my comrades thought I was a Ger- 
man^ and^ knowing their hatred to the 

H 5 French, 
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French, I kt them remain in their cr^ 
ror. Always in the field, I am igno* 
rant how I became to difcriminate a- 
mong men; but I always defpiled the 
abjeft and mean charadler of the Hun- 
garians from my foul. One day that 
I was detached on a foraging party, I 
ftopt, with three of my companions, at 
the houfe of a poor French former. Wc 
alighted from our horfes : my three com- 
rades could not fpeak or underftand a 
word of French. While bent on plun- 
der, I dcfired the old man's keys, which 
I gave them, and held him in conver- 
fation till the Hungarians found wine, 
with which they feemed fatbfied. I 
turned the key on them, told the man 
to fave his life by flight, and that I was 
a Frenchman. He followed me. Wc 
mounted the horfes, and led the other 
two to the French lines, that were a 
few miles diftant. I fold my four horfes 
for a hundred Louis d'ors j the old man 
thanked me for having prefcrved his 

life, 
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life, and left me to join his friends. 
Peopk wondered at me, as. they did 
not know the modve. I was afraid to 
expoie the reafons of my going to them^ 
being a defertcr, and for fear that I 
fhould be recognized and condemned to 
the galleys; and this concealment, with 
the Louis d'ors, added gready to my 
fadsfa£tion. But the fear of being dif- 
covered (till preyed upon my mind ; andj^ 
my mind difpofed for adventure, I re- 
folved to go to Italy, and, with my 
money, procure myfclf fomc employ- 
ment in any commercial line in which 
I could beft difpofe my litde property} 
but, before I arrived on the frontiers, 
an accident happened that was as unfor- 
tunate as unforefeen. In crofling the 
Rhone, which feparates Beaucaire froni 
Tarrafcoity there was a lady in the boat, 
a beautiful woman, who noticed me with 
particular attention. On landing, I of- 
fered her my hand, which (he accepted, 
held it longer than it was of ufe to her, 

H 6 and. 
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andj on quitdng it, I &ncied (he pre&d 
it, and parted with it with regret. I 
told her I had to regret my having fccn 
her but for one moment and to lofc 
her the next, and perhaps for ever. 
She hoped, fhe faid, fiie (hould fee me 
again, and (he looked as if flic hoped 
fo. I faw her home, and was fo pleafed 
with the lovely Languedocean, that I 
refolved to remain for a few days at 
Tarrafcon. I faw her the next day; 
and, the day after, I waited on her 
at her houfe, but my vifit was attended 
with-- an awkward cataftrophe. On lea- 
ving the houfe, I was accofted by one 
whofe cloak indicated him to be an of- 
ficer. He afked me whence I came, 
and I, in return, afked him what autho- 
rity he had to afk me; and told him, 
from his tone, that his qucftion merited 
|io reply, nor would a lower one have ' 
received any. He knew how to avenge 
an infult, he laid, and defired me to 
accept one of his piftols^ if I was not 

armed> 



GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. I57 

armed, and defired fatisfadion. I uiv» 
derftood no more, and we walked out 
of the town. We mcafurcd a few fteps, 
and he fired, mifled me, and I fired 
in the air. He was not fatisficd : we 
fired again ; and he then requefled that 
we might fet our backs to each other, 
jump round again, and fire each at the 
fame moment : I agreed to the propofal> 
as he would have it fo : we fired toge- 
ther, and he fell. I returned to the 
town, and took a chaife to Avignon; 
where I heard a report,' that a lieutenant 
of the regiment of Burgundy, whofe 
name was Tourville, had been fhot at 
half a mile from Tarrqfcon. I had been 
informed that one of my brothers fcrved 
in the regiment of Burgundy, and I 
made no doubt but it was he that I 
had killed. I fell into the deepeft me- 
lancholy, and fwore never to return to 
a country where I had been twice an 
afTalTin. In order to difTipatc my for- 

xow, I travcrfcd all Provence and the 

Alps 
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Alps on foot. I went . • . . The bcB. 
called the prifoners to nuiisj and inter- 
rupted his narration. 

Tourville was a young man. The 
hiftory of his life was replete with fci 
many fucceffive events, as to give it an 
air of improbability J but Gomez was 
confident of his truth, and relied on 
every fyllable. He concluded ther^ was 
litde choice, when we find ourfclves in 
particular circumftances, to influence our 
a£libns; and the objeds themielves ard 
very different from the impreflion which 
they make on our internal and external 
fcnfes. He pitied Tourville, without 
confidering him a vicious n^ian. He 
thought, if fortune had placed him in a 
fituation which he feemed able to fill, be 
might have diftinguifhed himfelf as one of 
the boldeft geniufcs of his country. 

Such refieftions helped to amufe him 

when he ceafed ' to contemplate the beau* 

ties 
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ties of his Eleonora. He had often in 
vain entreated for the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper, but neceflTity at length taught 
him to diffappoint his tyrants. He con* 
verted a ftick into a pen, he turned the 
fmoak of his lamp into ink, and the walk 
and the floor were his paper. He was a 
good mathematician, and he palTed the 
greateft part of the day in the folution of 
problems, and the intenfe application di* 
verted his grief. He traced the cha- 
ra£ters of Eleonora's name continually, 
and then eSaced them, merely to have the 
plcafure of writing them again. 

His director (aw him every day ; and, 
as his attention feemed to increafe, he at* 
tributed it to his own difcourfes. Go- 
mez won him by his docility and fub- 
miflion, and the prieft flattere^d him with 
the hopes of recovering the proteftion 
of the Virgin towards her fon. When 
he had learned his catechifm, he was 

again ordered before the tribunal: he 

confcfled. 
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confefled, in the moft humiliating pof- 
ture, all the cnmes which his accufers 
and his judges were pleafed to charge him 
with, begged pardon of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft, and all the faints 
in paradlfe j and was remanded to prifon 
with the confolatory hope of not being 
loft to eternity if he perfiftcd in that 
good diipofition. 

Don Alvarado, having now paflcd two 
months without receiving any letter^ from 
his fon, grew uneafy, and wrote to fomc 
friends in Madrid to give him fome in- 
telligence of him. When he received 
information of his detention in the pri- 
fon of the inquifition, he was fo (hocked, 
that it precipitated his difTolution^ He 
had juft married Antonietta to the Count . 
de Salinas, and had written fcveral prcf- 
fing letters to Gomez to attend the nup- ' 
rials. Worn and broken by age, vexed 
by reiterated difappointments, haralT^d 
by repeated loflcs, and wounded deeply 



r 
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by this laft news, and too feeble now to 
:ombat diftrefs, he funk under the accu- 
[Tiulation of his misfortunes i and, a few 
Jays after the ceremony was performed, 
lie was found dead in his bed. 

Antonietta had no comfort in her bro- . 
therms abfcncci every pleafurc was em- 
bittered with the recoUedion of his de- 
tentioni and the firit days of her unioti 
with the man (he loved were clouded 
i^ith the black and difmal refiedion of 
his detention. She tranfmitted money 
to her brother, which was never deli- 
vered to him: it reached the hands of 
the priefts, and there it remained, and 
never went farther. As concord does 
not always reign among the prieft- 
hood,' he was an enemy to his brethren 
or brother who had denounced Gomez, 
while his efteem for him led him to de- 
tcft Arvefillo's treachery j and made him 
rife fo high in his regard, that he had 

loved him, if a prieft can love. 

Si* 
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Six months had now clapfed fincc he 
firft began to languifh in prifon, when 
he was told to prepare himfclf to afljft 
at an /iuto da Fe. Death had been more 
welcome to him than fuch a ceremony; 
but, as he had no rcmorfe, he never 
thought of attempting to deftroy him- 
felf. While he was revolving in his mind 
the thoughts of the ceremony, he heard 
a noife of a voice, as if the ftrugglbg of 
a man whole throat had been prel&4 
followed by deep groans* Gomez ftartcd 
from the ground, raifed his hands and 
eyes to heaven, and exclaimed, with the 
agony of a broken heart, 

Efto acontece y duerman los drannos !* 

He fell back on his ftraw, almoft fuf- 
focated with his ienfations. He could 
not fleep : he rofe at the break of day^ 
and exercifcd himfelf in his den, a place 



tm ^1 
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of fix foot iquare, by turning to the 
right and left. 

During the time the prifoncrs were 
permitted to fky in the yard, a pcr- 
miflion granted to them all at different 
times, in order to inhale the frefh air 
ind to corred the badnefs of the air of 
chcir cells, which would, othcrwife have 
produced the moft fatal defeafes, Go- 
mez faw Tourville, whom he had not 
met with for fome time. There was a 
rliible alteration in his features. Tour- 
nlle told him that he was near being 
murdered by the monfters lafl night: 
he faid be had no doubt that, in the 
celebration of the Auto da Fe, his tyrants 
had devoted him as a viftim to their 
inhuman inftitutions, if he left it in their 
power to torture him. ** As this may 
•^ be the laft time that I (hall ever fee 
^^ you, Don de Alvarado," at the fame 
time prefenting him his hand, " I will fi- 
♦< niih the narration of the chief events of 

** my 



i wufi noi lure that it wil 
** when I am no more. 
" narration where I left i 
*' was among the Alps."^ 

I traversed the mountaii 
and arrived at lad at Tui 
met with an old acquainta 
ther-foldier, who had fcr^ 
with me in the fame rq 
knew me immediately and 
pleafure, and faid that he 
means of being of ufe tc 
proving that he was not i 
had faved his life in a br 
the Aullrians. He faid h( 

happy to fhcw his rernlU 
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and had married the only daughter of a 
rich jeweller, who, (hordy after the mar- 
riage, died, and left her heirefs to a large 
fortune and cqnfiderable property j that 
he had fettled at Genoa, and had come 
on bufinefs to Turin. His bufinefs was 
then concluded^ and he faid he intended 
to leave Turin in a day, invited me u> 
accompany him, and I accepted the invi- 
tation without hefitation, and, with ai 
much franknefs as it was made to me^ 
told him my intention of difpofing of my 
money in fome bufinefs. He faid he 
would do every thing in his power to 
Ibrwaid my fchemesj and, in (hort, he 
at laft, from his friendihip and gratitude, 
gave me a fmaU Jfhare in his own bufinefs i 
and, with . the ufe of his houfe and ta- 
bic, I felt myfelf extremely happy and 
well. I was regular and afilduous in 
the bufinefs, and endeavoured, by my 
attention to my duty, to prove to my 
hene&dor that his gratitude was neither 
loft nor mifplaced. I lived about eighteen 

months 
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months in Genoa> with the utmoft latif- 
fiidion, when, one day, a lady came into 
the (hop, with her maid^ to purchafe 
fome jewels. I was amazingly fmitten 
with her appearance, which did not pafi 
unnoticed by her. My particularity at 
lafl; confufed her: I was forry for her 
embarraflment, which increafed my own: 
I then offered to wait on her with the 
jewelsj which (he iaid woidd be bcttec 
She wrote her addrefs with a good deal 
of agitadon. I was ordered to wait ofi 
her the next morning, which I longed 
for with a reftlefs impatience; and, be*" 
fore the morning, I was convinced that 
I was delperately in love with her. I 
flattered myfelf that (he had fome (liicep- 
tibility : the morning came, aod I waited 
on her. I faw her ; fhe could not then 
determine. I went again by her defiie at 
two, and (he finifhed to enchant fn6 
She was not very handfome, but there 
was fomething in her &ce, her perfon, 
and her manner, that pleafed me more 

than 
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than any fymmctry and proportions of 
ihape and feature that could better ftand 
the ted and examination of reafon. I 
then waited on her frequendy, and Ihc 
came occafionally to the fhop^ dll I found 
that (he was not married, and I made fome 
declarations of my afFeftion. I met with 
the lot of a man who has an afFedionj 
and is ftrongly bent on his purpofe, and 
was happy. She had been taken, as Ibe 
herfelf told me, from a convent in France; 
by a Mr. du Pin, whofe name fhe went 
by, and (he related the chief circum- 
ftances of her elopement. Her affec- 
tions, which were pardy eradicated prcr 
vious to my acquaintance with her, by 
the negleftful manner in which (he wis 
treated, and the debauched life that Du 
Pin led, whofe whole time was fpent in 
hunting and gaming, were now entir^y , 
loll to him, and tranfplanted to me. Stte 
grieved at her fituation, and condemned 
her fenfe and reafon for being a dupe to 
her fi^ceptibility, I propofed to her to 

carry 
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cany her to Spain, and 0ie confcnted. 

My friend and mafter, the jeweller, bad 

a correfpondence with Madrid, and I 

propofed to him to eftabliih a ihop in 

our jobt names in that city. He ic- 

conded my wiihes, and hoped I fhould 

find encouragement in a country, the idle* 

nefi of whofe inhabitants had become 

proverbial. I imparted my defign of 

carrying a woman with me, which was 

the only part of my plan that my friend 

dilapproved. We were too well known 

in Genoa to expofe ourfelves to be ruined 

by intriguing with any of die captains 

of the fhips which were in the harbour. 

There was a Dutch veffel at Sarm^ 

bound for Barcelona: I agreed with the 

captain to carry myfelf and my wife and 

baggage. I told my defign to Mrs. du 

Pin, and informed her that every thing 

was ready for our intended efcape, that 

Ihc had only to wrap hcrfelf in her mor 

zaroy and I would wait out of th^ 8^^ 

with two good mules. ShjlBiuTlved at 

the 
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the place appobtcd, and we went on- 
board and fet fail. If ever there w£% a 
moment of my life which it fhould be in 
my power to recall^ it Ihould be the mo- 
ment that we left the port of Savona.* 
The white houfes, the beautiful gardens, 
and the fhining fteeples, reverberating the 
rays of the fun, the beautiful hilb of the 
Ribiera difappcaring from my raviftied 
eyes, which ran alternately from them 
to my ador{d Julia. The regret that I 
felt on leaving Genoa was counterba- 
lanced by having a woman I loved and 
the hope of future fortune j all confpired 
to make me feel fo much contentment 
and fuch tranquil pleafure that I never 



* There is, in the original, a defcription much in 
Ac ftylc of Cervantes. — Lle<uando a mfta UHermofa 
ribiera de Geno'va Uena de adomados jardines^ hUmcas 
eafoiy ceiumbrantes cbapitaUs que beridos de hs rayos 
del/oi, re'verberan con tan encendidos rayos ^ que apenas 
dixan mirarfe* Todas efias cofas que defde la nave 
fe mtravan pudieran caufar contenfo, comolo caufavem 
a todos loi que en lanavejvan. 

Vol. L I before 
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before experienced. We foon loft the 
lovf ly fcene, and the tranquillity that I 
enjoyed was turned into g^ety^ Wbik 
the wind whiftled and the qanv^fs rattle4» 
I turned eafc into rapture^ with Julia in 
my arms* I aiked her what. part of 
France ihc came from* She told me fh^ 
wa$ a native of Auxerre> in Burgpndyi 
«nd that her name wa$ TourviUe^ • • • • . 
(Gomez turned pale at the name^ thoijgl^ 
not poiTeffed of very great delicacy of 
nerves.) 1 was fo thunderftruck, thaf, 
for a niomcnt, I loft my reafon. Whofli 
I recovered, I fell into a moft violent per- 
fpiration, and found Julia in tears. Sh^ 
queftioned me on my emotion, apd I 
was convinced, from her inquiry, that 
fhe was ignorant of the caufe. I told 
her that I ihould have been happy,, if 
I had lived in Burgundy, to have carried 
her from the convent : I told her any 
thing, to keep her ignorant, as (he was 
guiltlefs. I arofe and walked gn the deck, 
with a ftrong defire to throw my fclf into 

the 
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[le f^a. I walked backwards and for- 
wards, but my coward hearc wanted refo* 
Lition. The gloomy horror of the night 
jited my difpofuion. The afl^flin of a 
»rothpr ! a fitter's^ hufband 1 I fhuddered 

with 



• The late Mr. Walpole, now Lord Orford, has 
mnded a play on a ilory of ranch more complicated 
iccft. He had heard, when very young, that a gen*, 
[eworoan, under uncommon agony of mind, had 
raited on Archbifhop Tillotfon, and befought hii 
otmfel. A damfel that ferved her had many years 
efore acquainted her that (he was importuned by. 
}e gentlewoman^s Ton to gi'ant him a private meeting | 
lie mother ordered the maiden to make the afHgna- 
ion, when fhe faid (he would difcover herfelf, and 
sprimand hira for his criminal pafTion; but, being 
urried away by a much more criminal paflion herfelf^ 
le kept the aflignation without difcovering herfelf. 
["he fruit of this horrid artifice was a daughter, whom 
le gentlewoman caufed to be educated very privately 
I the country } but, proving very lovely, and being 
ccidentally met by her father-brother, who never had 
le Aighteft fufpicion of the truth, he had fallen in 
)ve with, and a£lually married, her. The wretched 
uilty motlier, learning what had happened, and dif« 
*a^ed with the confequence of her crime, had now 

I a reforted 
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with horror and was fhocked at myfelf'. 
yet, forgive the confcffion, my affcftions 
were not in the leaft abated j and, when 
my mind grew more calm, I thoughtthcy 
had incrcafed. I went down to Julia's 
cabin, apologized to her for my beha- 
viour, found no reafon to be dilpleafcd 
with her for being twice united to me, 
once by nature and a fecond time by fo- 
cial contraft, though not ratified by an 
idle ceremony. Sbce the death of iny 
brother, I had taken the name of Krieg, 
which is the German word for war ; and, 
indeed, happily enough adapted s for, I 
am too frequently at war with myfelf, 
and very commonly at war with the 
world. I kept my birth a fecret from 
Julia: Ihe believed, and ftill believes, 
me a Pruflian from •Berlin. Arrived at 

reforted to the aixhbifliop to know in what manner fee 
ihould RSk. The prelate charged her never to kt her 
fon and daughter know what had pafTed, as they were 
innocent of any criminal intention : forherfelf, he bade 
her 'almoft defpair. 

Barcelona, 
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Barcelona, without feeling the inconve- 
niences of the voyage, I forwarded a let- 
ter to my correfpondent, to announce my 
landing, and we fet off for Madrid, where 
we arrived in almoft fifteen days. My 
friend^s correfpondent had prepared an 
apartment for me at his own houle, one 
of the firft in that dty. I had now every 
profpeft of making a fortune. I was 
never fond of money, but the wifh to 
make my Julia as happy as wealth could 
make her, gave me uncommon vigour and 
adbivity in my bufmefs. Julia was the 
firft to tell me fhe preferred to live with 
me as a friend rather than a wife. She 
faid fhe hated an inftitution that' pro- 
miied and declared peace and content- 
ment, a contraft whofe engagement was 
fcldom fulfilled, and which was never 
difTolved, though the terms had never 
been complied with j and which ought 
to be inftantly null and void when af- 
fedtion ceafed, and the contrading par- 
ties fet at liberty ; a ceremony of a mo- 

I 3 ment^ 
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jpskcnt^ chat is thot3ght binding on indivi- 
.du|J& whofe fole n^otive of action is no 
odtkcr tban an eftabliibed rule qf duty^ 
:wha are animated wiih no other principk, 
■vrho pofTefs no delicate n^gard^ w&o have 
no fendment in common^ who live OOfy 
fuitable to the relatioa thajc fubfiiU be- 
tween (hem, and whofe behavrour i^ tnpT 
tived by compulfion. This was Julia's 
language ; I loved her more* She ,wu 
Ihortly after delivered of a boy> and w^ 
with child a fecond time^ but an a^rcideyt 
occafioncd her mifcarriage* We weiee 
walking as ufual, in the eveni^ in tii^ 
Pradoj^ when ihe dropped froiti my ^m 
in a fainting' fitw I was aflifted by a geft^ 
tleman, who feemed particularly attenQys 
to place her in a coach and to brinig hat 
home. When we arrived^ I thanked tbft 
gentleman for his afliftance, and he a(kcd 
me bow I became acquainted with that 
iVoman. I deemed the qucftion as ridi* 
culous as impertinent, and I told him fo. 
He told me I had lived at Genoa -, I zq* 

knowledgcd 
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knowledged I had; that his name was 
Du Pin^ and that he was a gentleman^ 
and felt as a man of honour i that I muft 
fight him. I told him my courage was 
fufficiently confirmed, and that I had 
given over that bufinefs, that I meant no 
titfence to a man I had never feen, that 
Julia^ as not married, was at liberty fx> 
difpoie of herfelf as (he pleafed, that I 
bore no animofity to him, and that be 
M^btdd be loath to deftroy a mother and 
trt^ child by (hooting me. He told me 
Ks reafon got the better of the felfe idea 
of honour, that, if I would permit hirti, 
he would rather entreat my friend(hip 
than my enmity. Julia had now rcco^ 
Vercd :: he went to her, and told her that 
lie was my friend, dcfired her to be com- 
^ofed, and that he would do every thing 
to wake her and me happy. She fwoon* 
td again on feeing him, and he withdrew. 
She told mc, after that, ihe had heard 
what he had faid. The confequence of 
"her fainting was likely to have endangered 

I 4 her 



176 GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 

her life ; but ftie recovered, with proper 
treatment. Du Fin was related to the 
firft ^milies in France ; and, though he 
had all the vanity, all the levity, and the 
intriguing fpirit, of his nation, he was a 
fenGble and a feeling man. A man of 
pleafure and a libertine, he . never felt 
the I0& of Julia ; but, whm he m&d 
her, he thought himfelf infulted, his va- 
nity was piqued, and he made inquiries 
after her merely to gratify it. He wrote 
to Paris, and, receiving no iittelligence 
of her there, his want of fuccefs created 
a &nded necefiity of purfuing her^ and 
ftimulated him to farther inquiry. The 
reaibn of his being at Madrid was a 
change in his affefbipn ; and the obje& he 
had followed there. We were (hordy 
acquainted, and his open manners pleafed 
me extremely. He dined with mc fibe- 
quendy, and became Julia's cicifbeo, but 
in a very limited fenfe ; for, no one could 
fupplant me in her heart. Thus I waj 
again poflelTed of Julia, when I was like- 
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ly to have loft her for ever. My hapjn* 
ncfi was of Ihort duration. There were 
two Poles with whom I frequently dealt* 
They travelled conflandy between Ma- 
drid and Lifbon, and brought me jewels^ 
but particularly diamonds, which they 
fold to me at an inferior value. They 
came to my houfe one evening, and told 
me they were ruined and undone ynkfi 
I would take pity of them and conceal 
themj that they had been plundered of 
all their property by the priefts of the in- 
quifition. Their diftrefs excited my 
compaQion, and I determined to keep 
them in my houfe. I had heard of reli- 
gious ditfies, but it was the -firft time 
that I faw them difturb the order of civil 
fociety. When we were at table the next 
day, Du Pin with us, no lefs than ten 
a^uazils came in, preceded by a prieft'^ 
who held a crofs in his hand, and ordered 
his men, in the name of God, to do their 
duty. The two Poles were immediately 
Ij and one of the^ rui&ans laid his 

1 5 hand 
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huid on me, md, in my kidigBation, I 
fi^ed him to the ground. I was dim 
ieized by five or fix of thern^ and by my 
Juiift among die reftj who chipcd me ki 
her arms> while her oear^ and (hrieks pro- 
claimed her diftreis. We were torn frosi 
each other^ and I entreated Du Pin to 
fake eare of her and, my fon% Broi^ 
die next day before the infernal tribunali 
I was told that my two companions had 
corikffed chat they were Jews^ and I was 
aiked if I was. I told them^ no s that I 
was ^ Jeweller, teid tran faded bufineii 
wkh thofe men that were taken in my 
houfe, and was ignorant of any giol^ 
conduct with which they had been 
ch^ged. One iaid that I was a JeWi 
another an ^dieift, and a third an impof^^ 
tor.— "Are you a Lutheran^' " No.*'*^ 
" ACalvinift?'* "No."— " An Attab^ 
" rift?'' "No.''-*« AGathdic?*' "No.** 
— « What^are youthcii ?" " I am a manl'* 
— *- " There ate no tortures exquifite enough 
" to expiate his crimes ! " exdarmed an oid 

grey-bcanL 
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grey*beard. I was then whipped, and 

the day after brought again before the 

tribunal ; but I was unable to make any 

reply eo their queftions. I was defired to 

imitate my companions, who were in a 

-fine way of converfion, and a book was 

put into my hands, which I have never 

trpcned. I never faw my companions 

after, but their fate I was informed of: 

-one of them had hung himfelf with a 

rope that he made of his own hair, 

vcnA the other, having no other means, 

-had beat his brains out againft the wall 

TCff hts dungeon. The groans you heard 

Taft night were probably mine. In the 

tkad of the night, four religious and pri- 

Tilogcd'aiSaffinscameto my cell, and jab- 

•bercd repentance, relignation, and con- 

verfion, I told them I was refigned, and 

Wic *df t!hem then prefented me with pen, 

ink, and paper, and told me there was 

no doubt but God would forgive me if 1 

^otild fign over to his holy church all 

"die propcity that I po&fikd in this vale 

16 of 
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of lean. It was fiiffidcnt diat I fhoiid 
be alone unhappy, I would not bring 
tmiery on Julia and my child. Tbey 
had tofidc dicmlelves mafters of all.Aqf 
iaw in die room in which I was fazed; 
but the bidk of the little fortune I had 
ipade was in my partner's flind, anddiey 
were exafperated not to be able to get 
pofleflion of it under the fpecious maik 
of reU^pus ufes. I told them that I 
would die before I made any afSgnment^ 
andj in order to prove my refblution> 
they threw me on my back^ trampled 
on mc, and placed their feet oa my 
throatj when one interceded^ and veo?- 
tured to conjefture to his bredu-en that I. 
would liftea to reafon^ and not expofc 
myfelf to fo much neceflary perfua0oiu 
A pen was then forcecf into my baodj. 
and I had a moment's refpi£e> and one of 
them began to diflate the formula of mj 
aflfignment : I had my arm fufEciendy at 
liberty to run the pen in his eye> and I 
told dicm I would die fii& I was B&ia 

put 
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put to the fame torture. They then pre- 
pared to go; and, leaving me on the 
ground^ they added> that they hoped I 
'fhould recover my fenfes, and mend my 
opinion. They croffcd themfelves, and 
left me. They purpofe another vifit, 
but they will find themfeLves difappoint- 
ed: .it would ill become a foldier who 
has fought the battles of Frederic at his 
fide, or followed or led him to viftory, 
to grace the triumphal pcoceffion of an. 
jiuto da Ft : I fhould make a bad figure 
among theie mild, apoftles of religion* 
No, Frederic ! Krieg fhall never die un- 
worthy of a foldier. I will mangle this 
body, or fluice my veins with my teeth, 
to exonerate me from this bad of life, 
this burthenfome exiftcnce. Farewell — • 
Tourville left Gomez with dignified com- 
pofure. His words were not fpoken with 
vanity ; but his heart was fuUj^ and he 
was too nobly formed to longer fufFer 
perfecution. He was found, the next 
morning, weltering in his blood : he had 

procured 
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procured a piece of a plafte, with which 
he h^d x)peited an artery, and ^d bled 
to death. The nattie of Jiiia wss wri^ 
t^A in ifevtfal pkces, in bloody dhflfc- 
tcft, tfn the trails of his dungeon. 

Totimfle w^ en^d 'with infinite fen- 
fibility I fine feelings ^nd a htgh fenfc tjlf 
honour were the diftinguiftred ftiaifa in 
hts di^raftcf. He wa^ obligated to fi^ 
his brothtr, and charrce directed hTs baB. 
To fay t^at he was in die wrong wmid 
be 3ft)ftird ; drowgh it would be vrtA tf 
dtfcfliwg tould be prevewted by the Icjglf- 
lature s yet, tM morals ate mended, % is 
ridiculous to apply particular rerfoitifug i6 
the cdc3 'of individuals, when the ia:wst)f 
Todiety create a fti-onger obfigat&m, iaftd 
fret tntn mto adion to the deftroftidn 
df each other. When he fifft teas ae- 
iqtiatfrtted with JuKa, 'who went 'by the 
tianre of Mrs. Da Pin, was he jgollty i( 
•«iy criminal intention ? The famj^ d^ 
tacy df paifion that iws the radfc tjf 

bis 
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hifi iafi^dion would have been the rcafon 
for hiS| (hrinking with horror from ar> 
Union that is looked upon (and with juf^- 
tkc) With difguft by ratbnal beings. Hia 
corttinued condud and his death ore left 
to the judgement of the r^der. 

The death of Tourville augmented 
the melancholy of Gomez. Every ob- 
jeA ftruck him with horror ; he loft hia 
appedte and hts reft^ he began to de^ 
(pair; and refoived to follow him. lU 
recalled his father^ Antonietta^ and Ele^ 
onora» to his mindi and called on them> 
telling them, that death was preferable C(^ 
a life of perfecudon. 

He was ftill vifited by his prieft, wl» 
noted his defpondency, and confoled him 
with the hope of a fpeedy releafe. Go- 
B^tfZ thought that he had observed fomc 
ateendon beyond his charaifter and his 
employment, and, after his medicated 
intendon> had ptt&mod Jiim with tlie 

frame 
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frame of Eleonora's pidure and the chain 
which fufpended it to his neck. The 
gift was a triBe ; though^ as it was all 
he had to give^ it was generous 1 and 
it operated lb ftrongly on the mind of 
the prieft, that he never ceaied in his 
attention to ferve him. He comforted 
him with die hope of enlargement, and 
told him that he was confident of being 
able to fet him at liberty. At this h& 
word,, Gomez felt a ray of hope datt 
through his foul : it banifhed defpair, a^ct 
averted his defign. He is but little con- 
yerfant with human nature who thinks 
that man is a being of conliftencyi; h^ 
as changeable as the wind, is the ipc^ 
of circumitance and the (lave of fsir 
fion. 

Gomez, formed of a lively fenfibi^ 
Uty, was fubjeffc fucceflively, to its flats* 
tering agitadon and its wearifome de9 
fjpondency. Whea the prieft firft broks 
ihe fubjedt of his enfranchiiibmeQi^ ke 

iiippreiTed. 
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fupprcflcd his emotions ; but, on his de- 
parturc> gave way to all the blifsful 
tranfports that the dear hope infpircd. 
The moment after, hope ceafed to ftpilc, 
and the fcene was changed, he was for- 
faken and hopelefs; he was abandoned, 
and he defpaired. Gomez indulged him- 
felf in the moft pleafmg ideas, and placed 
all his confidence in his dire£tor i and, on 
ieeing his Eleonora, he (hould forget all 
his fuffering. He kifled her image, and 
preffed it to his lips and to his heart, 

A few days after, the jiufo da Fe waa 
publifhed. All the penitents were car- 
ried ignominioufly through the ftreets of 
Madrid, dreiTed in long white gowns^. 
attended by priefts and foldicrs,, with all 
the forms of a proceflion. They were 
ignorant whether they were to be burned 
or not i but one of the Infants had fuc- 
cccded to the throne, on die death of 
his father, and ail the unfortunates pri- 
ibners, as ufuajj had received pardon on. 

his. 
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fii^ acceflion, with Aii tohdidoii, that 
they were to be exiled for life. Gotnct 
tttmblcd on hearing the fcntcnCe tead by 
the high-pricft. Condemned tb pafsfe 
life far from his father and jfiftcr, and 
faanifhed ftom his Eleonora^ appeared ib 
liim a fentence a thoufand times itibA 
cruel than the tranficnt pangs 6( dead). 
tJotfteg had fo much difgrace imprcfflja 
on his mind, by being detained by Ac 
inquilkion, that prevented him firom ii^ 
forming his friends of his liberty. The 
Counteis de SaHnas, his (ifter, had writ- 
ten Conftantly to her relations and friendSj 
who, from fear, Ihamc, and fuperftMriri, 
look no pains to make thcmfelvcs a*> 
quainted with his fituation, feither than tb 
know of his detention or to fotwA 
tis remittances. They were fometintes 
confided to the priefts, but there Aey 
Hopped. The pfifoncrs were provided 
with clothes, and a ftn^U fubfcription waS 
made, and diftributed among them, thSt 
amounted to about three ducats. He 

changed 
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changed his mind and wrote two letters^ 
one CO his fifter^ afxj the other to Eleono^ 
ra^. but this lad was intercepted. He 
then received his paflportj went to Fer*- 
rolj and embarked on-board a vefTel that 
was bound for Ireland. When he faw 
Ite ooafl: of Spain difappearing from his 
cjres^ he heaved a (igh and dropped a 
tear^ for being fevered from his £ko** 
libra* He pitted his wretched countryt 
jlMH did not iiegrec to quit it. 

Gome2 pafled the three or four firft 
di^ys on-board the (hip without fpeaking 
to anjr on6. He was entirely abforbed in 
his own thoughts. An En^fh gende** 
nian^ a.paifenger^ had noted his diftreia 
iofaialooks* Thisgendeman had nxuit 
the tour of Europe; not* (hut up in a 
|Kift»disufe, and (topping occafionally in 
foflne city, where^ to learn the charader 
t|f,,the people, be had lidened to the 
l^ngudices of his countrymen, and divi- 
ded bis time between women and the 

gaming^ 



1 88 GOM£Z AND EtEONORA. 

gaming-table : he had travelfed with the 
cxprels purpofe oi reading m^n and 
manners, and to improve in both bf 
example. Wilkes was the gentleman*! 
name*. He fpoke almoft aU the Eyro- 
peaa languages, and faluted Gomez ia 
French, in order not tx> be tinderftood 
by the lailorsj who were Portuguefe 
He told him he defired his pardbn for 
addrefiing him, but he feemed deje^d } 
diat, if he would accept of his afliftancci 
he hoped he fhould be able to be of ufe 
to him i or, if he rejeded it, he defied 
tfx be acquainted with hin:u Gomez 
thanked him. with hb ufual elegance of 
manner, and told him,, diat na one coidd 
bring relief to an unhappy exile. Thef 
entered into conver&tioa^ which was a 
temporary relief to the unfortunate Go- 
mezi. Wilkes difcovered parts and read- 
ings and they were foon indmate; aod 
this intimacy was increafed by a want of 
fociety. Gomez made him acquainted 
with his misfortunes, which claimed his 

proteftion 
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proteftion and attachment, and he im- 
mediately prcfled him to go with him to 
Dublin. 

They were near the channel which di- 
vides Great Britain from Low Brittany,* 
vrKcn a violent ftorm arofe. 

■ 

The Portuguefe failors, the moft (u- 
perftitious people in the world, left their 
duty, and abandoned the working of the 
fhip almoft wholly to the paflcngers. 
They fell on their knees, and with out- 
ftretched hands called on God and all the 
faints of paradifc to their afliftance. But, 
on the* information being circulated a- 
mong them that they had on- board a 
man who had been lately difmiffed by 
the holy inquifition, they immediately 
attributed the ftorm to God's vengeance 
againft their impiety, in carrying a heretic, 
who had been feduced by the devil, from 
the bofom of his holy church. As the 

ftorm continued, this idea was the more 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly impreffed oh their minds; and 
the next day they relblvcd to commit 
him to the waves with all due and devo- 
tional piety. They had already feized 
him, when Mr. Wilkes ran to his alfift- 
ance ; and, with a piftol at the h^d§ of 
the two that held him, told them, wil& 
the rifk of his life, that he would blow 
out their brains if they did not let him 
go. Cowardice, cruelty, and {uptv^' 
ftition, are commonly combined. They 
releafed Gomez, and Mr. Wilkes changec! 
his tone into the language of realbn and 
perfuafion, but all in vain : though their in- 
tention was prevented, yet their refbludon 
was only fufpended. They avowed pub- 
licly, that, if the dorm continued till the 
next day, they would throw him into the 
lea. The ftorm laftcd the whole night, nor 
had it abated in the morning, and Gomez 
was to be facrifieed to their monftrous 
credulity, Wilkes, dcfpairing of again 
faving his friend, took another expedient: 
he looked with his glafs, and difcovcred 

a 
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a fail, aiuj procured 0gnaU of diftreis tQ 
be made. The fail approached, and 
Wilkc$ told them, that if they fcemcd to 
thxvk that Qpd' had intended their fafety 
by the deftrufiion of that heredc, and 
that a^ the y^ikl in fight bore the £ngli(h 
colours, that it would be more merito* 
riou3 tQ confign this heretic to his bre- 
thrcn, the damned with the damned, 
knd that they fcould perifh all together. 
They were delighted widi this argument, 
which was fpoken with fuch fluency, and 
fo rriuch in their own mani^r, as to make 
them believe that he was a nadve. They 
redoubled their attention to the fignals. 
The veflel fent out a boat ; and, being 
paid by Wilkes, they took Gomez on- 
boarfl. The only word that he could 
fay was land^ which he repeated to their 
queftions, and they landed lum on the 
coail of Scodand. 

Gotocz wandered a day or two, and 
waft l^d to conjecture that he was on a 

defert 
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defert ifland. At laft he diicovered fome 
furze that had been cut^ and l^d in fmall 
heaps. This gave him ibme, fii6^ of 
finding inhabitants lefs cruel> ISaai die 
Portuguefe failorsj and lefs bigotted dian 
his countrymen. He at length difcovcr- ' 
cd fome fmoke, which ferved him for 
a guide till he reached the hovel whence 
it proceeded. He with difficulty difco- 
vered- an entrance, at which he knocked 
for fome time, but without efFeftj the ^ 
wind whiffled over the heath, and carried 
away the found with it. His voice was 
heard at laft, and an old man opened the 
door, and civilly preflcd his entrance. He 
Icated him at a fmall turf- fire, and brought 
him feme fpirits. Gomez made a 
fign that he wanted to eat, and Ihewcd 
him a dollar. He placed fome brown 
bread, fome dried fifh, and fome cold 
vegetables. He eat like a man nearly 
ftarved. The old man could not make 
himfelf underftood, nor underftand iUiy 
thing but from figns i and, his wilh to go 

to 
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to left bek^ iigmfied^ he prepared hi» 
own bed fiur him 1 whichj though fcarce-* 
ly bcter than the ftraw of the inquiii'* 
doo^ trith Ids libercy« was preferable to 
the gorgeous canopy of an Afiadc prince. 
Hu fkep was long and uninterrupted* 

The old man before Ms rife left hia 

co^ and walked on to the nei^bouring 

village^ where he gave an account oi 

the ftranger to the paftor^ who under- 

flood French, and fpoke it but imper« 

feftly. He returned with Malcolm, and 

learned the ftory of his imprifonment 

and his fubfequent adventures, which 

incerefted him in his &vour. He fent 

him ibme provifions on his return, paid 

him a vifit the next day, and tokl him 

that he was a poor man, but his means 

would provide him with better lod^ng 

and fiving than under the roof of the 

poor man, with whom he then was« 

Gome? accepted his offer ; and, having 

{tfefented a.doQar to the old man^ which 

Voi.I. K . hi 
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he refufed^ he accompanied Mr* Knox to 
his houfc. 

It is obfervable, that there is tnoFe 
hpfpitality among people, who arc iel- 
dom.in the habits of mixing with fo- 
reigners, than in places where they arc 
accuftomcd to fee them j for, what, is 
fcen often is fcen without attention and 
with indifference ; and what is fcen widi 
indifference blunts the feelings and indu- 
rates the heart to the fufferings of hu- 
man nature* 

. The parfon*s houfe was built on the 
banks of a fine loch in a very romantic 
fituation. The profpe6ts around were 
very diverfified and extremely piftu- 
refque, and fo different from what he 
had been accuftomed to, that the j»a- 
velty afforded delight and furprifc. Tfec 
whole face of nature was changed i and, 
obferving the influence that climate ha4 
on all her productions, he was kd, to 

wilh, 
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wi(h, that his feelings and the fiicultics 
of his mind would change entirely with 
his corporeal fenfadons. He was then led 
to think of his Eleonora, and wasperdia- 
ded that her imprellion would endure till 
death. <b---T^':-i^"> 



.-•.••:■ 



Mr. Knox had a niece, a young wo- 
man, who Jived in the fame houfc with" 
him, about eighteen years old. She 
poffeffed the ufual amiable fimplicity and 
eafy manners of her country-women. 
She read her prayer-book, and knitted 
the whole day. Gomez was an excellent 
draftfman,. and taught her the principles 
of drawing. He ornamented Mr. Knox's 
rooms with feveral very highly-finiflied 
pieces of the \^ild fcenery about his 
houfc. He defired his permiflion to read 
French with his niece; and, between 
drawing and reading, her whole morning 
was employed with Gomez. He gave 
her- fuch plain and eafy principles, that 
ihe ibon became an excellent copyift^ 

K 2 buu 
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but} leading a life exdudcd ifoxn die 
fixdety of the w^ld, ber kiwgnarion 
vas cold> and bff^ kkas. few< She 
iMRted geoiusb which he attempied to 
Cupptf by Ik affiduity and attjeoiioo. 
Thele created efteem, which was fogH 
fomed mto an affeftion. The foftnds of 
hia voice, the elegance of his mwnm, 
and Ae fymmetry of his perlbxb formed 
tt>a ftriking a contraft with the boors 
diat; Ihe had been accuftomed to, |hat 
^puld not fail of bang obfi;rved:^.,a 
m^re indifferent perfon. But Gomez^ 
by lu$ attachment to Eleonora, was^ia- 
<fifierent to every other obje£L. AU his 
caviHty and attention proceeded &oax a 
fenie of gratitude^ 

When the hours of bufinefs were over, 
he redred to his room, or walked among 
the rocks on the iea-ihore, or Scrambled 
along the mountains; for, a long want 
of peace had wrought his foul to an eO'f. 
joymcnt of the wildeft fcenes of nature, 

and 
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and horrors were not difpleafing* Soli^ 
tilde, qot fociet^, was hb objed. He 
did all he could fo ieem to enjoy it$ bu^ 
in oppofidon to .all his efibrts, his tifisll 
melancholy prevailed^ and he feemed 
loft in meditadon. The niece always 
obiervied him when abforbed in thou^t* 
and always rallied him on his flumben 
in company; but, from her own re- 
marks, ihe grew interefted in his looks i 
and, when his brow looked defpair, Nbr* 
garet grew uneafy ; and, when a &iiit 
finik iUuimned his 6ce, her's earned 
k)oks of fun-(hine. Her a£Fedion grew 
into a paflion, which ferioufly afieAed 
her health, and (be avowed her love for 
the Spaniard to her unde with the free- 
dom and frankneis peculiar to the Scotch 
chafaften 

Mr. Knox, acquainted with the cauie 
of her illjicfs, informed Gomez with the 
eaufe ; and told him, if he had any at- 
tachment to his niece, he had no objec* 

K 3 don 
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rion tfe'^ier being united to him. He 
anfwtred^ that he would be happy to lay 
down his life ia his fcrvice, if death 
could fhew his gratitude ; but, when he 
had learned that he was attached to ano- 
ther, to whom he was devoted by every 
tic of afFeftion and honor, he (hould lofe 
his good opinion of him, if he thought 
him capable of uniting himfelf to his 
niece, when another had received his 
TOWS, to whom he had fworn to dedidm 
las days. He then opened his bfeafti 
anddifcovered Eleonora's pidture, which 
he had fufpcndcd from his neck with a 
jAzt of his own hair; and added, that 
thb was the only circumftance of his life 
that he had concealed from him, as he 
thought it unworthy his attention, H» 
affured him, too, that he had never en* 
deavoured to gain her love ; that the 
whole time that he h^d fpent mth her 
was in bufinefs. Mr, Knox affured him 
that he had before every opinion of his 
integrity and honour, and he was only 

raifcd 
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raifcd higher in his cfteem by this laft 
declaration. He entreated him to fee his 
niece, and to behave to her with atten-* 
tion, in order to eftablifh her health; 
which Gomez promifed to do. Marga- 
ret was confined to her bed-chamber; 
and Gomez, with Mr. Knox's permiflion, 
was admitted frequeiidy. Don Alvar^do 
was obliged to dilTipate his gloom, and 
aflume an hilarity from the neceffity of 
cbe occafion, which was interpreted to a 
diflferent motive by the niece. He fpeoc 
fome hours with her every day in con- 
ver&tiony which was impeded by their 
reciprocal difficuines^ and in reading to 
hen' This diverted and amufed her 
minc^ and > raiied her from that ftate of 
dofpondency which fhe was in. She 
grew, better every day, and in a Ihort 
time was perfeftly recovered, but her 
affeftion had increafed. Mr. Knox was 
obliged to go. to Edinburgh on bufmefs, 
and Gomez; found himfelf alone in the 
fame houie^^ith bis niece, not without 

K 4 a 
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m great deal of concern. He thought to 
leave Mr. Knox as ibon as the e(tat^(b«- 
ment of her health would peraut hsD, 
Qod now he was convinced^ that due only 
tbit^ to be done to prevent a relapfe was 
his precipkate flight. Some circum- 
Jftances occurred daily to ftreiigtheii him 
in Us refoludon. He made a declaradoa 
of his intentionj widi the reafoos that 
coo^^eUed him to leave his hw&» lois 
letter to Mr. Knoiu The lefi^ rcKhtd 
Edinburgh at the moment thache wa^ ffie* 
paring for his return^ Be toldlumU* 
reafons were £> well founded^ ihat.ht 
acknowledged the neceffity, though «kk 
regret. He wrote feveral letters pf re* 
commendation to his firieqds in Edio* 
biurgh ; and» on the day c^his depaitaney 
he infixed on makii^g him a crifliog pit* 
ien^. Gomez remained but a few ^eeki 
at Edinburgh f and^ findiog neidier em* 
ployment nor pro{£i£Uonj he reiblved to 
go to London. He wroc^ another letter 
to Mr* Knox^ declaratory of his inten^ 

oon^ 
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rion, replete with the ftrongeft efFufions 
of obligadbn and graciaide to his patron 
and bene&dor; and> after having again 
received a few introduftory letters, de- 
parted for the capital. 

Eleonora received no intelligence of 
Gomez. Her Hfe was one continued 
fcenc of defpair and hope. Sometimes 
fhe cherifhcd wifbcs which at another 
moment her reafon condemned. Thus, 
between hope and fear, the foft defirct 
pbyed around her heart, and fhe feemed 
to wafte flowly with the confuming flame» 
Her cheeks became pale, and her eyes^ 
which were wont to dance with the 
fwtetdl luftfCf now became funk, and 
feemed fixed, gazing in air ; but in 
which was pidured the image (^ faitxr 
file loved. She would look at the objed; 
as if it were real, and not merely in the 
mind's eye, till her tears would make 
hn^ feofibte of her r^^rU* 

K 5 Donna 
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Donna dc Vclafqucz, feeing no hopes 
df a change of her fituacion, wiflicd to 
avert her paffion from Gomez to the 
church. Her converfation was fHled 
with inftances of virgins who had retired, 
from the world into religious folitude, 
to devote themfelves to God, to expiate 
their errors, and gain eternal lalvation. 
Maria waited on Eleonora with all the 
afieftion and tenderneis of a mcrther, hr 
ibe loved her as if (he had been her 
daughter, and was frightened at the idea, 
of devoting her to the Stygian gloom o£ 
a cloifter. Though (he knew, how deep*- 
\y her affedtion was fcatcd in her breaft,- 
yet fhe hoped, from the levity of 'youth,: 
that time and circumftances would fa 
operate as to give a change to her frcU' 
ings. 

Arvefillo had not been* difconcerted 
from his plan of feduftion, though he. 
had met with a repulfc at his oudct. 

Gomez 
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Gomez banifhed, he had now no fear 
of a rivaL ArvcfiUo had an intercfting 
figure : he was determined to gain the 
duenna in his caufe, and flattered himfelf 
that that would be the means of fucccfs. 
He went to church in order to have 
an opportunity of fpeaking to Maria j 
and, after fome attentions, he infinuatcd 
himfelf into her good opinion, blamed 
Gomez* conduft, but cenfurcd him as 
a friend, while he lamented, with infinite 
concern, the puniftiment that had followed > 
him. Arvefillo, from his attention, 
gained her acceptance of his prefchts. 
The duenna endeavoured to perfiiade 
her ward to forget the caufe of all her 
misfortunes, told her that many would 
be proud of her alliance, and that Ihc 
knew a nobleman who would be happy 
to be only permitted to fee her. Eleo- 
nora, with more than ufual warmth and 
dignity, ' told her nev^r to talk to her 
on that fubjeft under pain of her difplea- 

K 6 furc. 
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fupe. She had atteHod hegycn to aQ 
ipviobbk actachoienti and wd3 detcfo 
mined to live but ^r Gomez^ 

Aiyefillo, thus baffled in all his i^opesi 
detsermioed, at all events^ to iee Elco^ 
nora* throw lumiblf at her feet^ aod 
declare his paflion. He expoicd bis 
intention to Maria^ and obtained inform* 
jgiadon of her uiual hours of walVing 
in the grounds about her houfc> wl 
obtained admiflion. When he ^ppnoac^ 
Eleonorai flie was immediately Ha^ 
wiik a ien&don of horror* She was 
taught by inftbd: to recoil from hixn; 
and^ when he began to proteft his paf* 
Ron, ihe immediately ordered him to 
leave heTj that the very means of hi^ 
preience were an affront to her^ udi 
on his ftill perfifting to talk to her gf 
Ipve, ihe haftened her ftep, and wallp^ 
to the houfej and obferved to Man* 
that hip ihoiM rather ipeak of inurd^« 
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xus di^poioted^ he bad £bnie enougjb 
perceive diat his fint fos periccutioo^ 
i he deiiiled. 

An old rich marquis had ieeo Elepoora 
her aunt's Donna de Floriza^ and was^ 
laziogly pkaied vnth her. He «» 
ijuainced widi the character of her fisi^ 
*r> and knew that his wealth would not 
dn objection to lum» with him. ifo 
ipsed Donna dc FJoriza's a0iilancc to* 
^ him with her niece's hand. She 
pfibved of his attendon^ and finceneljr 
ped that a marriage might take place 
r the reinftatenaent of her health $ and 
(bed that fuitQr& mi^t awakea her at* 
idoni and the mtnd> thus c^d intoi 
ion, would be rouied from the languiii 
ce in which it was fdunged. It was ae 
s junAure that fhe received Gomez^ 
ter, wlttch he )iad confided to her 
ne, when he was difinified an e»le.. 
le knew die hand> and under what 
xumftanc^ be bad written. She 

deemed 



GOMEZ AND ELEONORA. 20/ 

ther, told her mother, that flic begged 
fhe would return every expreflion of 
thanks for his kind intentions, while, fhc 
remembered her of her faith, bcmg en- 
gaged to Alvarado's fon. That, if not 
fortunate enough to fee him again, fhe 
was fixed in her refolution never to re- 
ctive or hear the love-language of ano-^ 
ther : and did not attribute to hcrfelf 
any merit in doing fo, for, fuch, were- 
the feelings of the heart that her reafon 
oould not control. Qn her firftr- refuial, 
her father was exafperated-; andj on a* 
ffecondj Elconora propofed to retire ta 
a convent, and to live fccluded from th& 
world, and not obligated to the painful 
neceflity. of thwarting the wifhes of heri 
parents. She was foon after placed in. 
the nunnery, of St Francis. 

The fblitude of the convent was' 
grateful to her. There was no noife to 
interrupt her thoughts, which were fixed 
on one only objefts no thought of dref^ 

to 
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io prepare her (or ibdety; for ibckty 
which flie diflikedr no ibciai dues to 
pay ; no comptdfoty vifics to make> ix>r 
dme loft in receiving them i biit» alone 
zod retired fixun the worlds Ihe en* 
joyed her melancholy unmokfted. The 
holy calm, difitifed in this gbomy tmn 
nailery, reftorcd the mind nearly to 'm 
ufual tranqiulltty, and aflifted copva^ 

kfoence* 

« 

Eleonori ^nt three montibs in iut 
ledrement without making or dcGmg toi 
make any acqmdntance. This nxavMf 
was appropriated to the recepdoaof only 
noblemen^a dai^hters,. who readily found 
means to be permitted to leave it^ oo the 
applicadon of their friends who placed 
them there, if they had not taken the 
veil; a ceremony which irreyocaUy 
oUB^es them to a life of celibacy. 

The apartments that were appropriih 
ted to Boonora commanded a ykw o( 

i 

the 



GOMEZ AND £LEONOJLA« aOp 

the groundsj where, among a row of 
(btely trees, fhe had nodced a lady, 
who regularly walked cfaere every day 
at a Aatcd hour, and always alone« She 
bad concinued this ciiftom for Ibme 
months. One evening at vefpers, the 
fajxie lady fainted very near Eleonora»^ 
who was alert in her attention to reflxm 
her to herfclf, and from that circumftance 
diey became acquainted. She had att 
the ncmains of great beautyi diou^ her 
counoenanoe was marked with Ibnow. 
She attended her with great cait, and 
inquired after her die next day. The 
Bfter*nun thanked her for her trouble 
with a moft fweet and winning inamier. 
They were loon intimate i their misfbr^ 
tunes umted them. 

They relieved each other by a nam* 
tion of their lives, wluch redprocal 
communication alleviated their reipedive 
cMidles. Eleonora related the whole 
cour& of her aSe^Uon^ and the tender^ 

Aflr 
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die feeling, Angelica had ftill a tear for 
another's griefs To endeavour to con- 
fcle her, fhe told her^ fhe knew by ex- 
perience to be in vain; as evei^ fituadoa 
in life is pofitively miferable^ according., 
to the conftrudtion put on it by the feel- 
ings of the fuffcrer. All that philofophy 
and education can do^ and doe^ cfk&, is 
to diminiih a delicacy of paffion^ tp gaiti 
a calm and eafy mind by not repimng$ 
as always any fifiiation is comparsdvcty 
good.. Tranquillity and enjoyxneiitare 
the caufes of happinefs. Without can* 
quillity diere can be no enjoymenti- and) 
where their exifts. tranquillity, thefe is 
icarcely any thing that is not capable of 
amufmg.. This tranquil ftate of mind 
is fometimes altogether loft^. butat is 
feldom fo wholly loft as not to be rc- 
^incd^ which is obtained with eafe or 
with difficulty, in proportion to the rime 
that the objed has laboured under the 
difeafe of a delicacy of paflion, that the 
fcdings have been refined by tafte, or 

the 
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- the mind has been cultivated by cdu* 

i cration. She told her, when (he ba4 

heard her misfortunes Ihe would no 

longer think hcrfelf the moft unhappy 

of tiromcn. 

*• I was born at Toledo. My itto- 
^ ther's name is Torres. I was ftained 
^ with infancy before my birth j and 
^^ ^ims one of thofe who are obliged, to 
^ moarn the &ult of others. I am the 
^^.jdaughter of Angelica de Torres, by 
.the arch-bifliop of Toledo. The 
. clergy, by being obliged to lead a 
*^ life of celibacy, are neceffitated ta 
*^ conceal thofe paflions which aH men 
** .are born with. And, as man is maa 
** before he is a prieft,* we ftiould not 

" wonder 
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♦ As the love of honour furvives.thelofs. of honour^ 
semorfc is the lad figh which is heard from the boTom* 
of dying virtue, and too frequently tnftig^tes. a crueV 
and horrid revenge in confequence of. outraged inno-. 
cence. The mother U temptsd for one. flight, one 

pardonable 
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^^ wonder to find him like all mankind; 
" though a contrary conduft to the ic« 
'* cdved inilitiitions of the laws oS fi)- 
^* cicty has an itnmoral tendency. The 
" firft years of my life were marked 
*^ with no particidar circumftances that 
** merit attention^ I performed the u- 
*^ fual fcholaftic exercifes, and was tanglit 
^' drawing, danciAg, and mufic. At the 
^ ag^ of fourteen I was quite a woman^ 
^ \rith a fufceptible hear^ and aH our 
*' natural weakneiles ; endued with litde 



i0» 



pardonable frailty, to conceal her fhame from the 
cenfuring eye of ihe wofld i is hurried oiTto the com* 
niiflion of a greater vice, hj {acrificing^ to faaman 
opnion and to the laws of fociety> the innocent off* 
Qtrlng of human weaknefs. Enlightened humanity 
ought to walk majeftically at the head cf all human 
lawft, of all human inftitutions \ and it {hoald be the 
£rft obje^ of all legiilation to prevent the diiocder by 
Ibme wife regulation, and prevent a criminal fhame 
bom defboying the effefl of its imprudence. If the 
maid lole her innocence, let not the fbte lofe the citi« 
len. Open an afylum under the fhadet of nttlC ^ 
her timidity, and let the certainty of im[ '*'^^*- 
Ibcreey guide her trembUng fteps. 
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^ reafon to coafcrol pafllonj and having 
^ but a modier to enforce virtues and 
^^ reftrain me from vice ; her precepts 
^ were enforced by examples of error» 
^ which I believe fhe drew from hericiri 
*^ butj though I much loved her, it wai 
*' impoflible that her inftniftions coiikl 
^^ bear conviftion without the ^d of 
*' experience. It was in vam to tell 
^ me diat men made felfe propofiuon^ 
^' that they were foil of deceit; I liften* 
^^ edy believed her, and loved notwith* 
*' ftanding. Among many that paid me 
^' attendonj it was impoflTible not to dif* 
^' tinguifc, and one I preferred. I at 
^^ ftrfl: attributed my innocent afFe£tion 
<< to the quaUdes of his mind, but the 
" illufion vanifhed. I believe it ought 
«< to be attributed to his perfon rather 
»^ than to mental acqiurements, though 
^< he was an accomplifhed man. It 
^^ would be ia.vain, dear Eleonora, to 
<< run through all die iifual preamble 
^ attendant on the fituadon of two lo^ 

«« vers* 
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^ vers. Suffice it t6 fay, he fworc ©* 
'* ternal truth and conftancy, and gave 
" me his faith to be united to mc by the 
*' mod facred ties, if there were any 
" more facred than thofc of the heart. 
«* We profttated ourfelves at a crucifix, 
*^ and were married. His vifits conri- 
*' nued fix months without being fuf- 
" peeled by any one, not even by my 
*' duenna. A ladder admitted him to 
*^ my chamber. I became pregnant; 
*^ but the fwect fcnlations of the thoughts 
of being a mother were embitteitd 
by the fliame which attends the pubK- 
city of a fituation like mine* My 
" health was not altered; and I was 
*^ oWiged to keep up my ufual hilarity 
before my mother,, which indeed was 
but little^changedjbut with the thoi^ht 
of the difcovery ; for, love made very 
light of the fweet charge that it had 
depofitcd in my heart. My mother, 
who loved to fee me dance, was 
pained at my rcfufal, made .at a b?Jl 
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^ foon after my pregnancy. I feigned 
'^ indifpofition ; but was entreated to ufe 
*' a little cxercifc, and to dance a fen- 
dango. I felt the neceflity of being 
compelled to refufc my mother much 
more than fhe did, but my fituadon 
" jufi-ificd my pcrfeverance in denial, 
" 1 was much hurt at her difpleafure, 
^^ and was frightened to think of my 
'* confeflion, that I could now no longer 
" defer. When we had returned home, 
'* ihc made fomc tender remark on my 
" refufals and, after having made fomc 
•'. queftions that I anfwered, and others 
" at which I hefitated, (he entreated mc 
" to make her my friend rather than my 
'' mother; and afked me, if Ihe was 
no more worthy of confidence. This 
quite melted, me; I took her hand, 
threw myfelf round her neck, and 
my tears prevented rtiy utterance. 
*^ When I had recovered, I told her 
*^ every thing. The paia that my con- 
" feffion gave her wounded me mofl: 

" fcriouflyi 
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^< ferioufly, and I was for ibme momoDti 
^< in a ftatc of diftradion. ' She forbore 
<< to reproach me^ or to fay one word in 
^< ccnfurc of tny condadt. But, when I' 
« recovered, I remember thcfe few 
^ words that I fliall ever rdain : ^ Un- 
^ happy, unfortunate, g^rll you at kaft 
*^ have this confoladon, that you have a 
<' mother equally miferable with yourfel^^ 
<' From that moment, I think I never 
^' after noticed a fmile on her face. She 
^ loved me fo much, that fhe (bon for- 
^* gave the man to whom I had devoted 
" myfelf J but entreated me, for partt- 
^^ cular reafons> not to make the worid 
acquanted with my conneAkin; as 
*< her fortune and exiflence depended on 
my fecrecy. She did not then make 
me acquainted with the cai^ of dus 
'' mjundion, but I will explain to you. 
^' her reafons at a proper lime. I con- 
^^ rinued to fee my dear Alfojar only at 
*' night. When any obftade prevented 
" his coming, I pined widi gric^ and 

** drooped 
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^^ drooped like a flower which is de-^ 

^ prived of the favours of the dew.* 

^^ But, when he appeared^ I foon forgot all 

'^ my cares in his fond embrace. A 

** fliort time after the difcovery, my 

^* mother declared that Ihe had received 

*^ an order from my father to marry mc 

«« to a young gendeman, the natur^ ion 

^^ of a nobleman s and that it was his 

** intention that we Ihould fet out for 

** America^ where a fmall cftate would 

** be purchafed, with every convenience 

** and neccflary of life. This propofi- 

** don was thought advantageous. My 

" mother knew me too well not to be 

^' thoroughly perfuaded of my refiifal 

** to fuch a propofition ; and indeed (he 

*^ told me fhe could not prefs my accept- 

** ance of it. My fituation would not 

immediately permit a departure^ and 

my feelings were totally averfc to it. 






* The idea is beautiful in the original. The word. 
Affbjar meant dew t it is an Arabic word. 
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^ Was it poffible to aft fo abandoned ji 
*• part? Could I difguife nay feelings, 
*< or counteraft nature ?" -^ An old nun 
drew near the bench whereoa they were 
floated. Angelica Hopped; and,, when 
Ihe canie up to them, fhe faid, ^^ Dear 
** children, have you not heard the hell ? 
*^ Players have now begun*" The la- 
dies hurried to the chapel; 

Gomez had arrived in London by 
water. As he failed along the Thames, 
the variety of buildings and cultivation 
indicated a population much beyond 
what he had rcafon to expeft. On 
his arrival, the ftorc-houfcs, manufac- 
tories, markets, apd particularly the clean- 
Knefs and regularity of the latter, firuck 
him with aftonifhment. The luxuries 
of the world feemed to be expofed in 
the fhops, and a wife, government ope- 
rated on. coipmerce and every branch of 
induftry. His recommend^pns were of 
no ufe to him: he wns. received with 

coldneis, 
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coldnefs, and his natural delicacy pre* 
vented him from frequently repeadng his 
vifits. Without friends or procc&ion^ 
neither his knowledge of mathematics 
or mufic could gain a flibliftence. He 
cheapened fome drawings, and offered 
fome of his own for fale, which were 
bought at a liberal price. He ipent a 
longer time on fome, and finifhed them 
highly, and, frpm ncceffity, ftooped to 
offer them for fale at different (hops, to 
make the moft money. Thus he pur- 
chafed the neceffaries of life j and, in a 
(hort time, procured fome fcholars. Be- 
tween the hours of teaching, he was con- 
ftandy employed in taking different views 
in the environs of London, for which 
he always received a handfomc price; 
and he had frequently the pleafure of 
feeing engravings from his landfcapes. 
He took lodgings on the Thames, a 
few miles from town, in order to enUven 
his defignS with variety. Water-pieces, 
or views on the fide of the Thamcs> ci^ 

L 2 tber 
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thcr feparately or combined, or the wild 
fcencry of Scotland, were his conftant 
ibbje&s. 

He procured orders of free admiffion 
to the opera, where, with the firft per- 
formers in the world, both ferious and 
comic, he was furprifed to find Some- 
thing deficient, in comparifon with the 
Italian. To what caufe to attribute the 
deficiency, he was at a lofs to ima- 
gine. 

Gomez was particularly pleafed with 
the manner in which Sunday was paffed 
by the lower orders of people. The 
multitude of people that bodied forth 
from the capital to the fuburbs, to the 
variety of tea-drinking houfes, their in- 
nocent relaxation, and moral manners, 
in coihparifon with the amufements and 
conduct of other nations, were traits of 
charafter as novel as they were amia- 
We. 

He 
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He had frequently written to Spain, 
but received no anfwers to his letters. 
He attributed his father's filence^ being 
ignorant of his death, to his difpleafure, 
for the infamy with which he had ftained 
his honour, by being the innocent vic- 
tim of the Spanifli inquifition. A thou- 
fand wretched fenfations preyed upon his 
mind, which were fcarcely baffled by his 
neceifary labours. 

Gomez, when he had waited on his 
fcholars, was conftantly obliged to go 
into the city for drawmg-paper and o- 
ther neceflary implements i and, onthofc 
days, he dined in fome of the taverns 
moftly frequented by foreigners. Here 
he entered into converfation with one 
of his countrymen j the firft perfon that 
he had Ipoken to in a coffee-room fmcc 
his arrival. The converfation continued; 
and, as Mr. Moles had lately arrived 
from Spam, they contrafted an acquam- 

L 3 tance. 
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^* I was not made acquired with dus 
** infemous conduft, till the necclEty 
*' of her remaining at home created 
my obfervationsj and a flight mark 
of difapprobadon that I made was 
the rcafon that prompted my mother 
to make me acquainted with the caufe. 
I then walked conftantly with my fif- 
'*' :ter, and he ceafcd his attempts for 
^* about two months. I fhoidd tell you 
my fifter behaved with exemplary mo- 
defly and innocence. His purfuits 
*^ then again commenced : his letter wa$ 
*' ^ven to me: I waited on him with 
** it, and defired to know if he avowed 
** the writing. He faid he couki not 
deny the hand. I then forbkl hiin^ 
at his peril, to write another letter 
to my fifter. She received no more 
letters, and we conjeftured that he had 
relinquifhed his purfuit, till> one eve- 
ning, we had all gone Ojutj my mo- 
ther and younger fifter to the play, 
*^ and myfclf on an invitation ^ but, re- 

*^ turning 
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^^ turning home fooner than ufual, I 
" heard my fitter's voice. I hurried 
*' to the apartment, and found Arve- 
" fillo in a fituation that left me no 
*^ reafon to doubt his dcfign^ my fif- 
" ter almoft lifelcfs,^ I killed him, and 
*' fled to a friend's, where I concealed 
*' myfelf till the condemnation had en- 
*^ fued and the fcarch had flopped. I 
^^ am fince informed, that ArvefiUo had 
*^ imparted his dcfign to fome one whom 
he had appointed to meet him; but> 
the appointment not being kept, and 
having made inquiries at his houfe, he 
*^ had received no account of him. He 
*^ gave information to the Santa Hcr- 
*' mandad, who fcarched the houfcj 
" found, the body, and, my flight be- 
*' ing prcfumptive evidence of the mur- 
** der, my effigy was executed by the 
high tribunal. When no farther in- 
quiries were made, I difguifed myfelf 
completely, and my friend purchafed 
the pafljport of a French failor, in 

L 5 " whofe 
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^ whofe drefs I embarked for Bourdeaux, 
^ and fix>m there I came to England." 

Gomee commifcrated the unhappy end 
of ArvefiUo i andj as he perceived that 
Moles was rather unhappy^ he told him 
his own adventureSjix by which means he 
diverted his attention from the reHec- 
^on of his peculiar diftrefs^ and incited 
ktm to rife fuperior to his bad for^ 
tune. 

Moles introduced his friend to a Spa^ 
mfh merchant, whofe name was Goi>* 
«falvo de la Cueba, who had left Barce- 
lona to cftablifli himfelf in England, 
He had refided in London about twenty 
years, and had eftabliOied a reputable 
houfe in the city. He had married an 
Englifliwoman, by whom he had two 
children i two daughters, who united 
the modeft manners and found judge- 
ment, the charadleriftic of their coun- 
try, with a warm and lively imagina- 
tion. 
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tionj the chara£ter of the Spabifli na^ 
tion. Moles was intimate in' GoniaiTo's 
family, and. Gomez foon made himielf 
beloved there. The ladies played^ and 
Moles accompanied them. Gomez, who 
Mras a proficient, was foon initiated in 
their mufical parties. Three nights, at 
lead, of every week, were fpent in the 
fame manner during the winter. The 
ipring returned, but not as it appears 
on the rich plains of Andalufia, but 
veiWd in watery clouds, which were oc- 
cafionally gilt by the folar beams. Month 
after month elapfed, without Gomez re- 
ceiving intelligence of his father, or his 
fifter, or his Elconora, though he counted 
their flight by Ihortcr periods, which ac- 
cumulated his forrow. 

^^r. Gonfalvo had a houfe in the Ifle 
of Wight,* mofl: beautifully fituated in 

that 

* The original contains a geographical tnd romantic 
dsfcription of the IHe of Wight, which vTe have omit- 

L 6 ted^ 
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chat enchandi^ fpot, and to which he al- 
wzjs retired in the month of June* He 
took fo much intereft in the wel&re of 
his young and new acquaintance^ that ttt 
wrote to Madrid and Cadiz to obtam 
information of Gomez* family, previous 
to his departure. When he left town, 
he had received no anfwers to his let- 
tcrs. In the latter end of June, he went 
to his villa, and carried Moles with him. 
Gomez received prelTing invitations to 
join them, as ipon as his engagements in 
London would leave him at liberty. 
Thefe were not cold, but cordial ^ and, 
after having received repeated letters of 
invitation, he obeyed, and joined them 
in Auguft. He was delighted with the 
ifland: as a painter, he had acqured a 
particular optic for Imall niceties, which 
pafs unnoticed by the common obferver. 



■^■k 



ted, as our readers muft be tired of paftoral beauties- 
and landfcape-defcriptions, with which all modem no- 
Tels abound. 
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The grafs had a peculiar verdure; die 
trees had a different hue to what he 
had been accuftomed to fee in other 
parts of England. Thefe obfervations 
were peculiar to Gomez; butj as true 
beauty is admired by the man of Ien&- 
bility and is loft on the vulgar, fo pe- 
culiarities> in either art or nature, can- 
not be perceived by a man of grofs in- 
tcUed:, whofe feelings have not been 
improved by education, whofe ideas arc 
blunts and whofe heart is indurated: 
while they never fail to ftrike the man 
of refinement and thofe who are not of 
the vulgar ftamp. The beauty of the 
prolpcds that opened to his view, their 
variety and their novelty, the folitude of 
the place, the harmony of nature, car^ 
ricd a filent joy to his heart, which alone 
fuited his foul's fadnefs. Every thing 
around him confpired to tranquillize his 
mind, to calm his thoughts, and fteep 
his ideas in repofe. Thefe days were 
fome of the moft ferene and quiet which 

he 
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rf her, whofc memory endeared even 
the grief of all his misfortunes. He 
imagined, that, with Eleonora, a cabin 
would afford content; and, with the idea^ 
he kept aliye his hopes, and the ftate of 
cxpedtancy contributed to his health. 

Shortly after his arrival, Mr. Gonfalvo 
received letters from Spain and intelli* 
gence of Gomez' family. His corre- 
fpondent had intimated to the Countefs 
de Salinas that her brother was in Eng-^ 
land, and {he had remitted him a draught 
to the amount of five hundred pounds, 
to be immediately forwarded to him. 
Gomez, after fhcdding tears, and thank-^ 
ing Mr. Gonfalvo for his attention, was^ 
delighted to hear that his filler lived, and 
that ihe \}ras married. His mind was 
now relieved from a part of its oppref- 
fion. He afked for his father, but Mr* 
Gonfalvo avoided his queftion, by fay* 
ing that his correfpondent either did 

not mentba bim or that he was well ; 

> and 
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and addedj chat, as his letter was 
with bufinefs, he would fhew it to Um] 
the next day! When he read the ac- 
count of his Other's deach> he felt it 
deeply : as a man of feeling, Gomez 
would have been afflifted with the news 
of the death of an acquaintance s but his 
fenfibility was much greater at the death 
of his fond parent, and lus tears flowed 
from filial afiedion. 

Moles^ whofe dme was wholly unem- 
ployed, excepting i(i the fociety of Gon- 
lalvo's daughters, had fallen in love with 
the eldcft. When the mind of a young 
perfon is unoccupied with an afiedion 
or paflion for a particular obgeft, it is 
not difficult to engage its attention and 
notice > and this is more eafily att^cd 
when the heart has received no imprcf- 
fion. It was not to be wondered that 
Moles eafily gained an interefL in Mils 
Gonfalvo's afFedions. Moles was not 
handfome, but he poflefTed a peculiar 

foftnels. 
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ibftnefi of manners, an inlinuanng cafe, 
and an eafy dcliveiy of bis opinions : — 
like Ulyffcs, 

*' Non fbrmofas ent, fed erat ftcondiis Uljflbsy 
** £t tamcD xquoreasy arfit aiDOfc deas.** 

After a fliort dme, it was obvious 
to every body that they loved each o- 
ther with an equal afie6tion. Mr. Gon- 
falvoj as a fenfible man, was not dif- 
pleaied with his daughter's choice, as he 
was convinced, by his own experience, 
that a man of capadry is kr preferable 
to a man of fortune. His educadon, 
he aflured himfelf, would teach him not 
to be above entering into a mercantile 
line of life, as he . fhewed no pride to 
control his natural difpofidon, when he 
fought an alliance with a merchant's fe- 
mily. 

The natural joy which Gomez felt, on 
receiving news from his fitter, overba- 
lanced the grief that he felt at his fa* 

thcr's 
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ther's dcadu His foirow had been more 
poignant had he been made acquainte 
wiph the canfe of his diflblution^ had he 
been informed that the infamous prqjjc^ 
cudon that attended himielf had hurried 
his father to the grave. 

Several days were paffed with moit 
than ufual feftivity and pleafure. Every 
one fcemed to participate in Gomez' joy^ 
and to contract a gaiety from the vaxdh 
fiial hilarity of his countenance. Wbefr 
t few days had pafied^ and this buift of 
amuicment had fi^fided^ he meditaoed 
his return to Spmn. He deliberately 
went through all the difEctdtie&^ in hiK 
own mind ; the rifle of a dilcovcry, «n4 
a (iire and certain death, the confequcftCfc 
of it i yet his hopes preporkierated, atid> 
when he had refolved, he determined 16 
afk Mr. Gonfalvo's opinion and advice. 
He, at the firft mention ,of the fub- 
jeft, attempted to difluade him from his 
intenuonj^ urged the probability of a dif- 

covery. 
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covery, inquifitorial tyranny, perpetual 
Emprifonment, or the forfeiture of life. 
Thefc different fubjefts were feverally 
Ipoken of with all their attendant horrors, 
but the thought of again feeing £leo-> 
nora buoyed up his hopes, and they 
floated over feas of danger and imprac^ 
Dcability. 

Gomes told Gonfalvo that the parti^ 
cukr motive that induced him to be de^ 
firous of returning was, his property 
being fequeftered; his whole fbrtunei 
which had fallen into the hands of his 
lifier, and to which he had no claim 
whatever. To this Gonfalvo anfwered> 
that correfpondence would effe£t as much 
as his perfonal appearance, without any 
danger ; but he replied, that one inter-^ 
view would operatte more to his intereft. 
When all reafoning proved inefie£i;ual> 
Gonfalvo aflifted him as a friend: he 
was not irriuted by his perfeverance. 

Hia 
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. -i 



N 



OOMEZ AND ILBONORA. ±27 

ius fcholars, and prepared for his depar- 
pdrc 

Previous to his leaving England, 
Moles married Sophia, Gonfalvo's eldeft 
jiaughter. The nuptials were celebrated 
in the Spanilh falhion. The ceremony 
conveyed ideas of awe, from its folem- 
luty. Gomez fell into a reverie, from 
his habitual abfence, and Elconora pre- 
fented herfclf fo ftrongly to his imagi- 
nation, that, when he recovered his pre- 
fence of mind, he was chagrined to have 
indulged the enchanung delufion. But 
the certainty of fhortly feeing her, and 
of obtaining her hand, foon quieted his 
mind : he paid his compliments to his 
friend Moles. 

At length the long-looked-for, the 
much-wilhed-for, day arrived. Our bold 
adventurer received the embraces and 
blefiings of his amiable and kind friends 
at his departure i and, after twenty-eight 
• long 
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kM^ days <^ tedious navigadoiij he aN 
rived at Csudiz. 

Similar drcumftanees and fimilar fen* 
£idons can alone teach mankind to fyni'* 
padiize in anodier*s misfortune or prpf- 
perity. A dioufand various and con- 
fliftii^ ideas hurried on his nerves^ but 
the air d[ AndaluGa^ and the fond hope 
of being united to his Eleonora, lighted 
hb fiure with a (inile of joy and difli- 
pated his brow, which was kpit with 
care. He vifitcd the merchant immc- 
diately, who had made inqinries, and 
tranfmitted his infbrmadon of his friends 
to Mr. Gonfalvo. Gomez did not dif- 
cover himfelf to him : he had, from ex- 
perience, found the neccfljty of refcrve, 
• but tranfaded buHnefs in the quaUty of 
a clerk. Informed of his fitter's rcfi- 
dence, he dcterafiined to go there in* 
cognito, for fear of a difcovery among 
the attendants. As he paffed Caflel Vejo 
he bnged to ftop there, at the feat of 

m 
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his infancy, and which recalled fo many 
endearing fcenes to his memory; but 
his father was no morCi and his fifter 
had left it : and he (ighed and pafTed on. 
The next day he arrived at his brother's 
country-feat. 

The Count of Salinas and Gomez were 
not yet acquainted ; but the count, from 
his connedion with his fitter, was en- 
tirely dilpofed to affift him in his dif- 
trefs, and loved his wife more for her 
iingulaV and fifterly afFedion. Anto- 
nieua could not rcfift the tranfports of 
joy when fhe recognized the ftranger to 
be her brother: She remained fpeech* 
lefs in his arms for fome moments ; and, 
when Ihe had recovered her voice, fhe 
could only afk him if he was really 
Gomez, her brother; and thefe quef- 
uons did not imply doubts and diftruft, 
but were the language of the heart. 
After thefe tranfports were over, the 
coumeis fenc for her chUdren^ and Go« 

mez 
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mez was afliired that the aficdtionats 
and kind fiiler made a tender modier: 
they were links in one chain. 

The fear of bebg difcoveied obliged 
him to mendon his intendon of leaving 
his fifter the next day; but his fifter 
urged him to ftay, and the count af- 
fured him that he was as much concealed 
as if he were in London, but fhould be 
more fo ; and he yielded to their en- 
treaties. He remained a fortnight with 
them, paffed in the fweeteft manner, and 
would have flayed longer, but he longed 
to fet off for Madrid to look for the idol 
of his heart. 

The ftronger paffions only incrcafe by 
abfence, or other obftacles which dicy 
may meet with, while thofe that are 
weak foon abate and fmk under the 
. fmalleft preflure. There is more con- 
ftancy than fidelity among lovers; forj 
they are feldom fo wholly impaffionedj 

or 
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or love with fuch ftrcngth of mind, as 
to have the objedt of their afFedion con- 
ftantl/ before thcmj that prcfides over 
their fcnlations and rcftrains them when 
ekpofedj and renders the heart^ and the 
fenfes equally inacceflible to every fpecies 
of feduftion. 

Previous to his departure, his brother 
aiRired him that he did not intend to 
take any advantage of his misfortunes; 
that what he would have inherited, but 
for his perlccution, he fhould ftill enjoy ; 
and, though refidence was denied him, he 
Ihould ftill enjoy his revenue. Thus the 
good man proved the inefficiency of laws 
not founded in juftice, and which were 
treated with contempt and violated with 
impunity. 

The count prefcnted Gomez with fe- 
veral bonds of value, which generofity 
he treated with the confidence of a no- 
ble and a grateful mind. He declined 

Vol. I. M their 
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their acceptance, but dcfired two or three 
hundred ducats for the expenie of his 
travelling } then bid adieu to his melan- 
choly lifter, and fet out for Madrid. 

Arrived in the beautiful champaign 
country of Caftilla, his emodons furpafTed 
credibility j his expeftarions incrcafcd, 
while tinne and diftance Teemed doubled 
to his i&ncy. The air fcemcd to him 
more pure, and the country wore an ap- 
pearance of cheerfulnefs: though he bad 
feen it before, and it was not altered, 
yet every objedt infpired new Icnlations. 
He forgot that he had ever been unhappy, 
or that there was an inquifition. When the 
city was in fight, he had but one thought, 
but one idea, and that was of his £leo« 
nora. Inftead of Ihuddering at the rc- 
collcftion of injuftice, at the idea of 
death attendant on difcovcry, his pulfe 
quickened with the fond hope of holding 
her to his heart. He paflTed Las Deli- 
n^, and the pavilion in which he had 

firft 
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iiril declared his pafTion to her that was 
the objefb of it. Six years had fince 
elapfed, but he had not forgotten it. He 
fupprcffed his emotions at the fight, and 
alighted at an obfcure hotel. 

Don Alvarado made no inquiries for 
fome days; but he went to the church, 
walked by Velafqucz' houfe, and ran 
over and over again every fpot that 
Elconora had frequented. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Velafqucz' houfe there was 
a coflfce-houfe, where he hoped to obtain 
fome information of the neighbours, ei- 
ther by accident or inquiry. He ingra- 
tiated himfelf with the miftrefs, and went 
there two or three times in the day. He 
lowered his manners, and afllmilated 
them to hers ; and, by the frequency of 
his vifits, (he treated him with peculiar 
attention, though with familiarity. She 
loved play, and Gomez indulged her 
paflion,r while he gratified the objeft of 
it, by lofuig his money. She was a lively 

M 2 ' woman. 
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woman, a Milancfc by birtb, and had a 
good faculty of rct^ning anecdotes and 
Kvcs of her neighbours. 

Gomez indulged her fcandal, and flat- 
tered her on her narrations. He occa- 
iionally queftioned h^r about difierent 
families; and one day afked her who 
Eved in a large old houfc, in the corner 
of the ftreet, that leads from the Plaza 
Major to her houfe. She told him im- 
mediately that it was Don Velafquez de 
Caftro, the greateft mifer in Madrid; 
whofe wife was now among the laints, 
whom in her life ftie loved more than 
her hufband, and whofc daughter had 
preferred a convent to a hufband. Go- 
mez was thoughtful for a ipomcnt, and 
turned the convcrfation on the different 
religious orders. He expatiated on the 
cruelty and fuperfl"ition of immuring chil- 
dren in convents, which he faid was next 
to burying them alive; and then care- 
kflly aflied in what convent the mifer 

had 
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had placed his daughter. She anfwered 
him, widiout fufpicion, in the convent 
of St. Francis -of Sallcs. He was now 
delighted with the information i and, af- 
ter having doubled his (lakes, loft his 
money, and afked a few indifferent quef- 
tions, he went home, devifing means of 
feeing his darling; laying fchemes for 
her efcape, and planning their execution, 
fomctimes with hope and fometimcs 
in defpair. 

Gomez went the next day to hear 
mafs at the convent, and imagined that 
he once heard her voice, but foon at- 
tributed it to his fancy ; and found that 
all means of feeing her were prevented 
while accefs was impoffible. He left 
the convent with regret, but not wholly 
difcouraged. He wilhed to be a prieft, 
to have the permiffion of vifiting her, 
but not the celibacy of the profeffion. 
He vifitcd the convent every day, and 
paffed the reft of the day cither in walk- 
ing 



rxl 



iKin if:: 



-• jt» 



inZ- sZ fac £Ef:as^ wiip, Bk 



fatr^ 'y^rtr 



i: £ 



-9 



li CD ik 
Asibc 



o'^*^* 




BCuncd one of the curs, sixi ia k he read 
the features of che dejeocd, tbe mebo- 
choif Eleonora. .... He remained tjoth 
tionkisy i^ith his eyes nxed and his brradi 
lufpended* Eleonora couM doc &ii of 
perceiving him, and (he fainted in tfac an* . 
of thofe who attended her. The Ipeda- j 
tors were much affcded, and attributed 
her illnefs to compulfion. The curtain 
was drawn, and the ceremony doled 
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:j|Uiged themfelves on each fide of the 
«^th where the ceremony was to be 
fierfbrmed. A long and dull anthem 
teas then fung^ and accompanied with 
sxnonotonous mufic, as intended to in- 
. fpirc a contempt of death by its lugubre 
. intonation. It had occafional paufes, 
. which increafed the folemnity, Thefe 
intervals created reverential awe> and a 
patient and watchful attention. When 
the anthem was finifhed, the young lady 
! who was to take the veil advanced flow- 
. ly, dreflcd in white, auended by her 
fifter-nuns; She was then fpoiled of a 
part of her drefs, ftretched on the ground 
like a corpfe; and covered with a fhroud, 
while the choir performed funereal mufic. 
Gomez was worn with attention and im- 
patience. He noticed all the nuns as 
they entered with particular attention, 
but not one met his wifhes or gratified 
his expeftation. The covering was lifted 
from the proftrate nun, and her forehead 
bound with a black veil. She arofe, and 

kiffed' 
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kiffcd feverally all the fillers, who, like 
htr, were fuppofed to be dead to the 
world ^ as if a ceremony could expel 
nature, and teach refignation. As flie 
pafled the grate, near which Gomez 
ftood, he had a flight glimpfe of her 
face, which he faw thoroughly when (he 
feluted one of the nuns, anci in it he read 
the features of the dejefted, the melan- 
choly Eleonora He remained mo- 

tionlefs, with his eyes fixed and his breath 
fufpended. Eleono'ra could not foil of 
perceiving him; and fiie fainted in the arms 
of thofe who attended her. The fpeda- 
tors were much afi^eded, and attributed 
her illnefs to compulfion. The curtain 
was drawn, and the ceremony clofed. 
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